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Text A-1

Why Read?

To say that one reads for information or
for knowledge is minimising the importance of
reading to an absurd extent. There are numer-
ous other ways of learning facts. Men did live
and learn long before reading and learning
formed a part of their life. Primitive and tribal
societies in many parts of the world still learn
without any formal education. In the developed
countries, television and films have edged out
the habit of reading and have replaced it to a
very large extent as the media of spreading
knowledge. Yet the world of reading must be
having something else to offer that a large num-
ber of people still prefer to read — something
that the more modern techniques of spreading
information do not have.

It is difficult to stay away from Bacon while
talking of reading. Reading, he wrote, makes a
full man; it helps him to converse better and to
argue better; he is never at a loss when wanting
to make a point or support an issue. Bacon, as
way back as the sixteenth century, was able to

Reading Time. 6 1/2 minutes

discriminate between various kinds of reading
— reading to be done for pleasuré,_ reading to be
glanced through and reading which is t_d lead to
a slow assimilation of facts. sl ol Sl g

It is not possible to respond fully to a film
being screened or a scene on the television.
Though the reactions are quick, they are also
short-lived. One does not have time to reflect
because there is something eisc which follows
it immediately. Visual media pavé a vcryblg
advantage in that they call into p‘l‘_,a,y,,a sensual
response. However the disadvantage is also a
big one — the quick response which is de-
manded by them leaves no scope for reflection,
for understanding or for questioning. These
audio-visual media do not aid the cultivation of
gentler and more permanent qualities. Reading,
on the other hand, is not subject to any of these
limitations. A man who has cultivated the habit
of reading is a man who will never feel bored.
He has long ceased to live merely on the surface.
He has learnt to occupy himself; he has added




another dimension to his character, for reading
develops the brain and not the senses alone.
Reading makes it possible to think, to reflect, to
probe, to understand, to differ and to agree and
to accept and to tolerate. It makes a man exam-
ine his own thoughts and feelings; it helps him
see his own faults; it also helps him accept
criticism. These are good, desirable qualities,
but these are by no means the only qualities.
Reading also stimulates the mind; it helps one
to think; it helps the innovation of ideas. Thus
it has a positive, dynamic side also. Those who
neglect reading are less likely to think about
their own inner nature and it is quite possible
that their personalities may be twisted and one-
sided. It is through the process of wide reading
that one discovers one's own self, learns, adapts,
experiences and becomes something new. Self-
discovery is a prelude to coming to terms with
oneself.

The variety and independence which read-
ing can provide cannot be matched by any other
medium. History, biography, nature study,
travelogues, fiction and various other subjects
are there to choose from. Research in any area
of specialisation involves reading. Research bet-
ters the self as well as the world. In fact, the habit
of reading should be deliberately cultivated in
today’s world. It would provide much needed
protection against the stress and strain of mod-
ern life. Apart from preventing boredom and

loneliness, it provides a rich inner reservoir and
satisfaction. A person who enjoys reading can
always draw forth comfort from his own
thoughts and ideas. It fosters an independent
attitude of mind. Those who enjoy reading are
not ordinarily dependent on the mechanical
world to provide them enjoyment or relaxation.
They need not necessarily be group-minded;
they need not stick to urban areas in search of
modern amenities (04 4Lik ) . Whether stay-
ing on a lonely island or at a research centre or
in a remote village, they can fend for themselves.
Their habit of reading would still link them with
the world and also cater to their need for knowl-
edge and relaxation.

A philosopher once said of knowledge that
it is not something to be packed away in some
corner of our brain, but what enters into our
being, colours our emotion, haunts our soul,
and is as close to us as life itself. The same is
applicable to reading. Reading is a part of life in
more ways than one and is far-reaching in its
effect. Reading, if used intelligently, should lead
to a better kind of human being. And though
wisdom cannot be categorised, by and large,
people who read are good and tolerant

companions.

800 words

Your Reading Time:




' Text A-1

. Comprehension Exercise

Select the most appropriate answer for each of the

following questions.

1. According to the passage, many people still like to read
because reading
A) has become part of their life
B) offers something that TV and movies don’t have
C) helps people to learn facts
D) is the cheapest way to get information

2. What is a big advantage of visual media? 4
A) They help people summarize their reflections. :
B) They help in the assimilation of facts. by f
C) They call into play physical responses.
D) They elicit quick reactions.

Why does the author say that reading adds another dimen-

sion to a person’s character?

A) Because reading helps a person to converse better.

B) Because reading makes a person more dynamic.

C) Because reading encourages a person to be critical.

D) Because reading develops the brain as well as the vwhAl
senses. o |

4. Why does the author say that people who enjoy reading

are not ordinarily dependent on the mechanical world to j
provide them enjoyment or relaxation? Bl
A) Because they have a rich inner reservoir of knowledge. ! ‘
B) Because the physical world can only satisfy their mate- f '
rial needs. 1
C) Because mechanical devices are limited in their means 4
to provide satisfaction. ' 22 pdT £
D) Because they are a better kind of human being and can %
fend for themselves. 5 S
5. People who are in the habit of reading ' : , : %) ndi
A) will have strong instead of twisted personalities a ;,
B) will enjoy living in remote areas without modern '
amenities it b
C) will always have a link to the world no matter where : 3 '
they are ; ‘

D) will discover that they have become much more dy-
namic




B Texta-2

The Top Ten American Novels

and What They Tell Us About
the United States

Reading Time: 7 1/2 minutes . £} ‘;,.

#
m

1. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn

Mark Twain (Samuel Clemens) created a modern epic in American
literature when he first wrote The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn in 1884.
This great American novel follows the journey of a young boy on the
Mississippi River. Through his adventures, Huck comes to a better under-
standing of humanity — the good, the bad, and the ugly. But, he also
develops important relationships, which help him to see beyond the color
of one’s skin. Twain’s compelling style draws us into the story.

2. The Scarlet Letter

The Scarlet Letter by Nathaniel Hawthorne certainly qualifies as a great
American novel because it deals with the Puritan settlers of America and
shines a spotlight on the strain of Puritanical ideas regarding sin and
salvation (X #49##) that continues to find expression as a major compo-
nent of American political society.

3. The Red Badge of Courage

Follow the trials and tribulations of Henry Fleming, a recruit in the
American Civil War in this impressionistic novel by American writer
Stephen Crane. Although Stephen Crane was born after the war and never




participated in battle, The Red Badge of Courage is one of the most influential
war stories ever written. The story treats with the meaning of courage as
the young protagonist Henry Fleming is cast into circumstances that take

the full measure of his.

4. The Great Gatsby

The Great Gatsby is usually the novel for which F. Scott Fitzgerald is
best remembered. With this and other works, Fitzgerald forged his place in
American literature as the chronicler of the Jazz Age of the 1920s. Written
in 1925, the novel is a snapshot of the period. We experience the glittery-
splendorous world of the wealthy — with the accompanying emptiness of
morally decayed hypocrisy (4) . Gatsby represents so much that is
seductive, but his pursuit of passion — at the expense of all else — leads

him to his own ultimate destruction.

5. The Grapes of Wrath

John Steinbeck’s novel about the exodus of farmers from the Mid-
west to California during the Great Depression is perhaps the finest novel
ever written about that period in American history. The power of this story
lies in 1ts simplicity: once the bank has repossessed a family’s farm, they
must pack up and move west or die. Steinbeck’s sparse prose only adds to
the impression that on this trip there is no room for luxury, only survival.
Misfortune follows the Joad family from their farm on, but the novel closes
with an image of hope that reads like a sigh of relief.

6. To Kill a Mockingbird

10 Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee is set in Alabama in the 1930s and
is told from a child’s viewpoint. The story deals with race, outcasts and
growing up. It is a quick, well-written book that is easy to enjoy.

7. My Antonia

This great American novel by Willa Cather tells the story of several
immigrant families who move to rural Nebraska. Antonia is the eldest
daughter of the Shimerdas and is a bold and free-hearted young woman
who becomes the center of narrator Jim Burden’s attention. The story
documents the struggles of the hard-working immigrants that settled on

the prairies, and does a particularly fine job covering the hardships that

women faced in that difficult environment.

8. Their Eyes Were Watching God

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neale Hurston is consndered

the first black feminist novel. The story tracks a Southern black woman’s
search for her true identity. An anthropologist as well as a writer of fiction,




