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PREFACE

With the original immigrations of Chinese from
Fukien during the seventeenth century, the traditional
forms of southern Chinese architecture were brought
to Taiwan. In the years prior to the Japanese occup-
ation these forms were maintained and became a part
of the Taiwanese life, both in the cities and in the
countryside. In the last half century economic progress
and consequent social development have brought many
changes to Taiwan, one being the replacement of
many old buildings with more sanitary, stronger, new
buildings. This is, in general, a good development,
however, many of the old buildings that are being lost
have architectural and historical significance; during
the last five years destruction has been proceeding at
an alarming rate. Of the fifty to sixty buildings review-
ed for this study, about one third were scheduled
for definite or probable removal, some by individual
owners and others by local government. The situation
is so bad, in fact, that two significant buildings were
destroyed during the course of the study. The first
was a part of the Ch’en mansion in Hsin-chu; as we
watched, cranes ripped through two old buildings,
trucks took the pieces away and people told us we
should have come a week ago. The other building,
the Mi-t6-shih ( Buddhist Temple ) in Tainan, was
selected to be studied, measured drawings were made
and preliminary photos were taken. We returned several
weeks later to finish the work and found the middle
building of the temple half-destroyed; the three hundred
year old building was being modernized. At the
present time no known organized, large scale attempts
to document, record or preserve the houses is underway.
Because of their emphasis on forward rather than
backward outlook, the government of the Republic of
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China (as well as local governments) has shown little
interest in preserving or documenting any historical
architecture on Taiwan. The Provincial Historical

Commission ( Taiwan wen - hsien wei - yuan - huei ),
largely through the efforts of Lin Heng-tao and
other interested individuals, has printed articles on
several of the more important houses, but has done
little work on documenting them in a more detailed
way.

While preservation would be the most desirable
alternative in this situation, it is largely impossible
without government interest, funds and authority.
Documentation represents the only reasonable alter-
native to preserving anything of traditional architecture
on Taiwan. It is hoped that the exposure of these
houses and temples through this study will stimulate
interested individuals, both in and out of the govern-
ment, to take some action for their preservation.

The primary purpose of this study is to document
the traditonal buildings of Taiwan through photographs
and dra wings; a brief text has only been added to
explain some things that may not be evident through
the graphic materials, and to provide a little background
for readers unfamiliar with Chinese architecture.
Because this work has been produced under limitations
of time and labor only some of the most important
aspects of the problem could be developed. Any
attempt at comprehensiveness and thoroughness in
graphic documentation or historical data gathering
have had to be neglected. In these matters one can
only hope for future studies.
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The houses have been drawn and shown as they are
today (1971) and with one small exception @ no
attempt has been made at reconstructing the original
plan. Although the photographs and drawings emphasize
the historical aspects of the buildings, any possibility
of falsely glamorizing the buildings was avoided, and
it would probably have been impossible anyway. The
reason for this unromantic attitude is a belief not in
some “golden” past when the buildings were new. but
in the house as a continuing thing, lived-in and used
by people, even still today.

The question of selecting which buildings to study
was a difficult one. First, we were interested in
historic architecture, buildings made before the arrival
of the Japanese in 1895 while the traditional patterns
of design and construction were still practiced. Some
of the buildings are three hundred years old, but most
of them date from the later part of the last century.
A few of them were modified during the Japanese
time and even more recently but these changes are
small. A second factor, which relates to the first,
was our emphasis on residential architecture. The other
possibility, temples, was largely discarded because
most of them have been changed a great deal:
whenever a temple is able to accumulate a little
money, the building is improved, but with houses,
for reasons that will be given below, this is not the
case. Although the three temples which we studied
for comparison with the houses are quite old—one
about three hundred years and the others almost as
old—they have been modified many times during their

@ The side buildings of th Mi-t6-shih (Temple 15) in Tainan.

ERER > SEFEMNMURERZKBMMASE (—N
1) MEARBR - BT BN () » HMEFR
LB EWE WETFE » X8 o BAERBA HENHESR
EEENEREE - ARMEEEEEELERFEMAR
EROEB > [RSE M BRHRE  BIGEE
REEAEENRERER—ETRE (%S HBEN
BE—RBE BABERISER M EH N TG EE ; W
S BB —l B » B APBLEEA A&
HiJ5 e

REFERR £ TFRAVRHERTE—HRE HHF
HERMERNELENES IR AERUN > M
B fy Rt BLRERE (A 7E O B BTERY - BLEREY
BEEFEZA o BEHR EHRRWER  PEEEAR
HARBIFABIE  TARERER - HX, HE—H
HHARMZERMHETEENRE  ARETSHIEE—
BOEE > MEHNBRRFRITEIUN o IFREREERS
BRTHEEES  £EFRATH  AERIHFERE
i o (FREMETHE  IRA » ABTEBET=HHTF °
HREMERETE  H—FA=ZBFEL A _FhHE
REHEAX » TRE BEREYR  HEARBHRBERHE
BAERRBELKE o =B o RMFREN TR
#E : EEIMIHEERY s RE RIS REEDE
REE - RMFLERMEE > seHETRER TRED

D) EBHEFHER



history and their present condition is perhaps only
historic in terms of general form. Third, we wished
to examine a range of buildings, from the very small
to the very large, from very urban buildings such as
merchant houses to the more rural farm houses. It is
hoped that such a range will allow some interesting
comparisons between the general house types and also
permit an overview of historic, residential architecture.
In order to represent adequately such a range within
a small number of buildings, it was necessary to
concentrate on buildings with more typical character-
istics. For this reason, two particularly interesting
buildings have not been included in this survey; the
first is the famous Lin family mansion at Pan-ch’iao, @
the second is an imaginative little vacation or retreat
house, probably the work of some gentleman scholar,
located in Kuei- jen, north-east of Tainan (See Diagram 1).
A fourth criteria for selection was architectural or
visual interest in use of materials, construction, spaces
and decoration. Finally, it was necessary to choose
buildings that were still in reasonable condition. Many
old houses, especially those in Taipei and Tainan,
might have had interesting elements worth study but
they have deteriorated and been neglected to such a
degree that the original quality of the architecture has
been lost.

This report has, in large measure, been the work
of many individuals. We wish to express our gratitude
to all those who worked, helped or cared: to Messers
T’ong Ch’ing-ho and Hsia Chu-chiu for their enthus-
iasm and assistance; to research assistants Wang

@ The great size of this house also would have presnted many
difficulties. It really deserves an entire study in itself,
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Ch’i-hsien, Wong Wing-hung, and Hung Wen-hsiung
for their hard work; to Messers Han Pao-teh, Barney
Maier and Keith Horn for their reading of the draft
and helpful suggestions. Special thanks must be made
to three individuals: Dr. William Speidel, for his
initial suggestion of the project on Confucius’ birthday,
for his reading of the draft and for his good supply
of encouragement; to Mr. Alfred Schinz for all his
help and suggestions concerning the location of worth-
while houses, and his reading of the draft; and
third, to Mr. Lin Heng-tao who spent a great deal of
time showing us various houses and very modestly
providing us with a wealth of pertinent information.
Finally, we wish to extend our thanks to the Asia
Foundation without whose support this study would not
have been possible.
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PREFACE

With the original immigrations of Chinese from
Fukien during the seventeenth century, the traditional
forms of southern Chinese architecture were brought
to Taiwan. In the years prior to the Japanese occup-
ation these forms were maintained and became a part
of the Taiwanese life, both in the cities and in the
countryside. In the last half century economic progress
and consequent social development have brought many
changes to Taiwan, one being the replacement of
many old buildings with more sanitary, stronger, new
buildings. This is, in general, a good development,
however, many of the old buildings that are being lost
have architectural and historical significance; during
the last five years destruction has been proceeding at
an alarming rate. Of the fifty to sixty buildings review-
ed for this study, about one third were scheduled
for definite or probable removal, some by individual
owners and others by local government. The situation
is so bad, in fact, that two significant buildings were
destroyed during the course of the study. The first
was a part of the Ch’en mansion in Hsin-chu; as we
watched, cranes ripped through two old buildings,
trucks took the pieces away and people told us we
should have come a week ago. The other building,
the Mi-t5-shih ( Buddhist Temple ) in Tainan, was
selected to be studied, measured drawings were made
and preliminary photos were taken. We returned several
weeks later to finish the work and found the middle
building of the temple half-destroyed; the three hundred
year old building was being modernized. At the
present time no known organized, large scale attempts
to document, record or preserve the houses is underway.
Because of their emphasis on forward rather than
backward outlook, the government of the Republic of
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China (as well as local governments) has shown little
interest in preserving or documenting any historical
architecture on Taiwan. The Provincial Historical

Commission ( Taiwan wen - hsien wei - yuan - huei ),
largely through the efforts of Lin Heng-tao and
other interested individuals, has printed articles on
several of the more important houses, but has done
little work on documenting them in a more detailed
way.

While preservation would be the most desirable
alternative in this situation, it is largely impossible
without government interest, funds and authority.
Documentation represents the only reasonable alter-
native to preserving anything of traditional architecture
on Taiwan. It is hoped that the exposure of these
houses and temples through this study will stimulate
interested individuals, both in and out of the govern-
ment, to take some action for their preservation.

The primary purpose of this study is to document
the traditonal buildings of Taiwan through photographs
and dra wings; a brief text has only been added to
explain some things that may not be evident through
the graphic materials, and to provide a little background
for readers unfamiliar with Chinese architecture.
Because this work has been produced under limitations
of time and labor only some of the most important
aspects of the problem could be developed. Any
attempt at comprehensiveness and thoroughness in
graphic documentation or historical data gathering
have had to be neglected. In these matters one can
only hope for future studies.
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The houses have been drawn and shown as they are
today (1971) and with one small exception @ no
attempt has been made at reconstructing the original
plan. Although the photographs and drawings emphasize
the historical aspects of the buildings, any possibility
of falsely glamorizing the buildings was avoided, and
it would probably have been impossible anyway. The
reason for this unromantic attitude is a belief not in
some “golden” past when the buildings were new. but
in the house as a continuing thing, lived-in and used
by people, even still today.

The question of selecting which buildings to study
was a difficult one. First, we were interested in
historic architecture, buildings made before the arrival
of the Japanese in 1895 while the traditional patterns
of design and construction were still practiced. Some
of the buildings are three hundred years old, but most
of them date from the later part of the last century.
A few of them were modified during the Japanese
time and even more recently but these changes are
small. A second factor, which relates to the first,
was our emphasis on residential architecture. The other
possibility, temples, was largely discarded because
most of them have been changed a great deal:
whenever a temple is able to accumulate a little
money, the building is improved, but with houses,
for reasons that will be given below, this is not the
case. Although the three temples which we studied
for comparison with the houses are quite old—one
about three hundred years and the others almost as
old—they have been modified many times during their

@ The side buildings of th Mi-t6-shih (Temple 15) in Tainan.
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history and their present condition is perhaps only
historic in terms of general form. Third, we wished
to examine a range of buildings, from the very small
to the very large, from very urban buildings such as
merchant houses to the more rural farm houses. It is
hoped that such a range will allow some interesting
comparisons between the general house types and also
permit an overview of historic, residential architecture.
In order to represent adequately such a range within
a small number of buildings, it was necessary to
concentrate on buildings with more typical character-
istics. For this reason, two particularly interesting
buildings have not been included in this survey; the
first is the famous Lin family mansion at Pan-ch’iao, @
the second is an imaginative little vacation or retreat
house, probably the work of some gentleman scholar,
located in Kuei- jen, north-east of Tainan (See Diagram 1).
A fourth criteria for selection was architectural or
visual interest in use of materials, construction, spaces
and decoration. Finally, it was necessary to choose
buildings that were still in reasonable condition. Many
old houses, especially those in Taipei and Tainan,
might have had interesting elements worth study but
they have deteriorated and been neglected to such a
degree that the original quality of the architecture has
been lost.

This report has, in large measure, been the work
of many individuals. We wish to express our gratitude
to all those who worked, helped or cared: to Messers
T’ong Ch’ing-ho and Hsia Chu-chiu for their enthus-
iasm and assistance; to research assistants Wang

@ The great size of this house also would have presnted many
difficulties. It really deserves an entire study in itself,
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for their hard work; to Messers Han Pao-teh, Barney
Maier and Keith Horn for their reading of the draft
and helpful suggestions. Special thanks must be made
to three individuals: Dr. William Speidel, for his
initial suggestion of the project on Confucius’ birthday,
for his reading of the draft and for his good supply
of encouragement; to Mr. Alfred Schinz for all his
help and suggestions concerning the location of worth-
while houses, and his reading of the draft; and
third, to Mr. Lin Heng-tao who spent a great deal of
time showing us various houses and very modestly
providing us with a wealth of pertinent information.
Finally, we wish to extend our thanks to the Asia
Foundation without whose support this study would not
have been possible.

aF

® Taichung

e B o FFig

Wu-feng

o FiE

Ma-tou

B

Tainan

Sl

Kao-hsiung

BN BB Z #h 25 E

MAP OF TAIWAN SHOWING
LOCATION OF BUILDINGS



