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FOREWORD

In 2008 I traveled to China to commemorate a 1908-09 scientific
exploration of northern China led by the Clark’s founder Robert
Sterling Clark (1877-1956). As we celebrated the hundredth
anniversary of Clark’s expedition we presented rare original copies
of Sterling Clark’s 1912 book Through Shén-Kan: The Account of
the Clark Expedition in North China, 1908-9 to civic leaders in three
cities along the original route of the expedition - Taiyuan, Xi‘an, and
Lanzhou. The gifts were accompanied by exhibitions featuring prints
and historic photographs from that journey recently rediscovered in
the Smithsonian Institution Archives in Washington, D.C.

It was later that same year that I first met Lj Ju, a photographer
and member of the Great Wall Society, who had become intrigued
by Clark’s Expedition. He had located the Expedition’s photographs
on the Clark Art Institute’s website and that encouraged him to
retrace the Expedition’s route and re-photograph the landscape and
monuments encountered by Clark’s team. Over the course of several
years Li Ju has committed himself to this project. What has emerged
from his work is a striking comparison between China one hundred
years ago as photographed by the Clark Expedition and China as it
is today.

During the summer of 2012 the Clark is celebrating the centennial
of the publication of Through Shén-Kan with a series of exhibitions
presented at its campus in Williamstown. The commemoration
centers on a major exhibition, Unearthed: Recent Archaeological
Discoveries from Northern China, which will contribute to the
American public’s understanding of Chinese archaeology and explore

the role archaeology plays in the evolving sense of Chinese national
identity. These objects, which come from recent excavations along
Clark’s route, recognize the fact that while the Clark Expedition
documented ancient sites through photography, no artifacts or
archaeological objects were ever taken from China by Clark or his
team. In the summer of 2012, along with a historical exhibition
that will explore the little-known story of Clark’s Expedition, the
Clark team’s photographs and the same scenes captured by Li Ju
one hundred years later will be on view in Williamstown. We are
pleased to be able to bring Li Ju’s work to the attention of American
audiences and thank him for being an energetic colleague in this
project and a great friend of the Clark.

In Through Shén-Kan Sterling Clark said that his expedition was
undertaken “in the hope of rendering some service to the Western
world by increasing - be it only by a fraction - the knowledge of
China and things Chinese”. What began with the 2008 celebration as
a way for the Chinese to view their own history as documented by
the Clark Expedition is now, thanks to Li Ju, a way for both Chinese
and American audiences to reflect on what has changed - and what
has remained the same - over the last century in China. Li Ju’s
work reveals a deep respect for history with a correspondingly deep
appreciation for the special relation between China and the West.
With his photographs, history comes alive.

Michael Conforti
Director
Sterling and Francine Clark Art Institute
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Members of the expedition, from left to right:

A. de C. Sowerby, R. S. Clark, Nathaniel H. Cobb, G. A. Grant, H. E. M. Douglas. Yulin Fu, November, 1908.
Smithsonian Institution Archives, Image #2008-3140
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photographs from the Clark Expedition are © Smithsonian Institution Archives unless otherwise stated;
all contemporary photographs are © Li Ju unless otherwise stated.

TheGreatWall.com.cn is a non-governmental organization maintained by volunteers.
Its aims are the study of the Great Wall and the discovery and research of relevant
historical information; and by using images and network publicity, to facilitate its
protection. This book has received special support from the organization.
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