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Address

Wanyan Liang, Emperor Hailingwang of Jin Dynasty, made a crucial step for Beijing from a small town to the
capital of an empire. Before Wanyan Liang’s reign, Beijing had never been a capital, at the most been a secondary capital
of the local power. Since Wanyan Liang moved the capital to Beijing in 1153, all things had changed. Beijing, true to its
name, had the real nature of “Jing” (capital) from that time.

Since Emperor Hailingwang moved the capital to Beijing, most rulers considered Beijing as the best choice of
capital location. In fact, Beijing has the geographical advantage to be a capital. It is backed by the mountains in the north
and faces the Central Plain in the south. Therefore, it seems to be inevitable to establishing the capital in Beijing during
the process of the civilization center of China shifted from the west to the east and then the north. From the Jin Dynasty
to Qing Dynasty, many people had given favorable remarks of the special location of Beijing. For example, Liang Xiang,
an official at Shizong’s reign in Jin Dynasty, said that Yanjing (Beijing) as the best choice of capital had the particular
location, which made the former Liao Empire with small territory control Northern China and earn Song’s tribute.

After that, it became an unalterable statement that Beijing was the best location for a capital. One official of
Kublai Khan in the Yuan Dynasty suggested to him that, Yanjing (Beijing) was just located in the middle of the
territory that Kublai ruled and could connect with both the south and the north. If Kublai wanted to govern the country
well, it was strongly advised to establish the capital in Beijing.

Ming people completely adopted the past praises of Beijing. They considered Beijing as framed by the sea on
the left and backed by mountains on the right, and as the land of abundance and stability. Emperor Yongle of Ming
Dynasty moved the capital to Beijing in 1420. He explained the reasons that Beijing had a superb location: magnificent,-
safe, and extending in all directions.

Qing people also said that, since ancient times the emperors always set their capitals in the central Shaanxi
plains, but at present, the only choice was Beijing.

Time and again, Chinese history evidenced that the ethnic group which governed China for a long time must be
good at keeping its own superiority and absorbing advantages from others. With their unique qualities, the Jurchen’s
country developed from a local state in the Northeast to a powerful empire in North China within only 40 years. After
the Jurchen moved their capital to Beijing, they quickened the pace of carrying out the Han institutions, and therefore,
promoted the spreading of traditional Chinese culture and the integration between ethnic groups. In many aspects such
as rites, education, imperial examinations, literature, traditional opera, painting, calligraphy, medicine, calendar, and
mathematics, the Jurchen had made great achievements. The famous historian Meng Sen commented that the Jurchen
had the deep-rooted good characters. Jin Jin Shi Biao (Memorial of Submitting History of Jin) recorded that from
Taizu to Shizong of Jin Dynasty, emperors established a series of good institutions which made the Jin Empire more
powerful. Zhen Dexiu, a Song scholar, once said that, comparing to the rulers of Northern Wei Dynasty (famous for
learning Han culture), Jin people were superior to them on the territory, institution, law and culture. In the early Yuan
period, Hao Jing agreed with Zhen Dexiu and believed that the Jin was equivalent of Han and Tang in culture. These
high praises indicated that Jurchen’s integration into Han culture deeply impressed the people in the Song and Yuan
dynasties.

Chinese civilization is created by all the ethnic groups living in China. For a long time, Jurchen, after they
appeared in the Chinese history, had made great contributions to Chinese civilization. This exhibition is co-organized
by Capital Museum and Heilongjiang Provincial Museum. We would like to retell the history by cultural relics and

other objects as a memorial to Beijing being the capital of China for 860 years.

Guo Xiaoling
Director of Capital Museum
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Address

Heilongjiang Province, located in Northeast Asia, has the highest latitude in China. Although it has extreme cold
weather and is not fit for human habitation, thanks to the nourishment by Heilongjiang River, Songhuajiang River, Ussuri
River and several other rivers, this area has dense forests, fertile land and rich resources. For thousands of years, Sushen,
Fuyu, Donghu, Xianbei, Yilou, Wuji, and many other ethnic groups had lived here, but only the ethnic line of Sushen-
Yilou-Wuji-Mohe-Jurchen-Manchu never left this area. The origin, development and splendor of the ancient civilization
in Heilongjiang are also closely related to this ethnic line.

The Xinkailiu Culture, first emerged 6,000 years ago, is the origin of the culture of the Sushen ancestors who
worshiped gyrfalcon and lived by fishing and hunting. The jade ware of 5,000 years unearthed in Xiaonanshan, Raohe,
reveals the tradition of Northeast China jade culture. The site of semi-underground houses around 1400 years ago in
Tongren, Suibin County near Heilongjiang River, witnessed the residence of Wuji and Mohe people. In the eighth century
A.D., the Sumo Mohe people, Wuji’s descendants, established the Balhae state subordinated to the Tang Empire; its
society was deeply influenced by the Tang culture in Central Plains. Its laws and institutions imitated that of the Tang
Empire and its way of life also followed the style of the Han people. The Balhae Kingdom was famous for its prosperity
and was the first peak of ancient civilizations in Heilongjiang. After the Balhae State, Jurchen, the descendants of Mohe,
bagan to rise in the early 12th century and established the Jin Dynasty. At first, the Jurchen established their capital near
Ashi River. Later, they moved their capital to today’s Beijing and opened the new era of Beijing as an imperial capital
city. After four hundred years’ quiescence, in the late Ming Dynasty, the Jurchen rose again. Migrating to the Liao River
Basin, Jianzhou Jurchen became powerful; they established the Later Jin and then Qing Dynasty, unified China, and
made Chinese culture reach the highest peak and created the last empire in Chinese history. Stage by stage, people in
Heilongjiang Province, together with all the ethnic groups of the Chinese nation, created the long history of China.

The vicissitudes of history remain in those precious cultural relics which bore witness to Heilongjiang people’s
aggressiveness. The bone-carved eagle head of Xinkailiu Culture reminds people of the fishing song; the jade jue
unearthed from Xiaonanshan, Raohe County, is the prehistoric noble’s exclusiveness; the gold Buddhist statue of
Balhae Kingdom suggests the spread of Buddhism from Tang Empire; the bronze sitting dragon implies the Jurchen’s
courage and generosity; the silk from South China discovered in Prince of Qi’s tomb symbolizes the great power of Jin

They came from white mountains and black waters, so they were not afraid of difficulties. Moreover, they were
hard-working and had the courage to forge ahead. By living in that area for thousands of years, they created a unique
civilization in Heilongjiang Province, which also affected the history of the Chinese nation. Today’s Heilongjiang people
are marching in the footsteps of their ancestors and writing the colorful chapter in the new century. They bring the
culture from the white mountains and black waters to Beijing, to the people who are interested in Heilongjiang.

Let these exquisite cultural relics take a tour of the white hills and black waters together with us. You will feel the

rich emotions of the Heilongjiang people, enjoy their unique culture and inherit their spiritual wealth!

Pang Xuechen
Director of Heilongjiang Provincial Museum
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Foreword

“Rising of the White Mountains and running of the Black Waters.” There was an ethnic group, whose
common ancestor is Sushen people, rising around the so-called white mountains and black waters.
Their descendants, including Mohe, Jurchen, and Manchu, stepped onto the stage of history gradually
just like growing waves. They established their countries over and over, from the northeast part to

Northern China, and finally dominated all China.

In the international academic circles, they are known as the Tungus, including Sushen, Yilou, Wuiji,
Mohe, Jurchen, Manchu, Orogen, Hezhen and other people. The Balhae Kingdom, Jin and Qing
Empires they established, promoted economic and cultural communication between the border areas

and the Central Plains, and led to the multi-national unity of the Chinese nation.

In the process of their gradual development, there has always been a spirit inherited by the Tungus.

They are like a ferocious eagle-gyrfalcon, brave, tough, aggressive, flying in the sky of history.

Today, they are integrated with the Chinese nation and are playing an important role in the gorgeous

Chinese civilization!



