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social and technological change.
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BRIEF HISTORY AND
ACHIEVEMENTS OF THE
PAST 10 YEARS

The Polytechnic has expanded rapidly since its establishment in January 1984.
The number of courses offered has multiplied almost nine times. Twenty-nine
degree courses have been introduced and the student body has grown to 15,000
from the original 1,067. The first students were admitted in October 1984 to
9 courses offered by 8 departments in both full-time and part-time evening courses
of study.

At present, the Polytechnic is offering over 70 taught courses and a variety of
research degree programmes. Today, the Polytechnic’'s 18 departments and
3 divisions are grouped under 4 Faculties and a College respectively :

e The Faculty of Business

e The Faculty of Humanities and Social Sciences
e The Faculty of Law

e The Faculty of Science and Technology

e The College of Higher Vocational Studies

The first Bachelor’'s degree courses were introduced in 1986-87. A Master of
Philosophy degree, pursued through independent research, was introduced in
1988-89. The following year, a taught Master’s degree, achieved through course
work and examination, was initiated.

The first applicants for the Doctor of Philosophy programme registered in 1990-
91. The Academic Awards Ceremony in 1991 witnessed the graduation of the first
PhD student from the Department of Electronic Engineering. In 1994, 172 students
were enrolled in the MPhil stream and 79 students were pursuing PhD degrees. The
Polytechnic now offers a full range of courses in full-time, part-time evening, part-
time day and evening and sandwich modes ranging from Diploma to PhD.

The Polytechnic’s first graduating class received their awards in 1986. Over the
past 8 years, the number of graduates has increased almost 40 times.



Polytechnic graduates have excellent employment opportunities and employers
hold them in high regard. Between 1988-92, over 95% of the Polytechnic's
graduates found jobs within six months of graduation. The majority of the
remainder went on to pursue further studies.

The City Polytechnic’s objective has always been to pursue excellence in
teaching, scholarship and research. The establishment of the Quality Assurance
Committee (QAC) in March 1993 represents the Polytechnic’s determination to
foster even greater quality at the institutional level by monitoring and enhancing
the academic quality of its courses. In December 1993, one of the QAC’s first
moves was to introduce Teaching Excellence Awards, the first of their kind in Hong
Kong, to promote and recognise teaching excellence.

RESEARCH

This institution has a strong research ethos with faculties undertaking both basic
and applied research; always the stress is on responding to community needs.

In our first year, a modest $0.5M was allocated from Polytechnic funds to
support research in fewer than 50 projects. By 1993-94, the number of active,
funded projects had risen to over 400 with a dollar value of $90M.

Its Institute for Research and Consultancy enhances the Polytechnic’s research
capabilities and fosters co-operation with business and industry in Hong Kong. To
realise this mission, the CPHK Enterprises Ltd was set up in November 1991 as a
private company to encourage entrepreneurship and to boost contract research
and consultancy in the Polytechnic.

In 1993-94, six Research Centres were established to advance high-level
academic research:

e The Asia-Pacific Financial and Forecasting Research Centre examines the
behaviour of financial markets and their relationships with the region’s
economies.

® The Centre for Chinese and Comparative Law promotes comparative research
of Chinese law, common law, and the laws of Asia-Pacific jurisdictions.

e The Contemporary China Research Centre focuses on the economic, social
and political developments of Southern China and the Pearl River Delta
region.



e The Language Information Sciences Research Centre advances
interdisciplinary studies of the structure of language and the use of
computational techniques to study and simulate language processes.

e The Materials Research Centre harnesses the expertise of those academic staff
with interests in electronic and building materials and the processing and
design of materials.

e The Telecommunications Research Centre, an advanced telecommunications
research facility, focuses on projects that are highly relevant to the Hong Kong
telecommunications industry.

INDUSTRIAL AND BUSINESS LINKS

In line with our role and mission, the Polytechnic has been committed from the
start to supporting Hong Kong's industrial and commercial sectors in gaining a
competitive edge over rival economies.

Since its establishment in 1984, the Polytechnic has made its pools of expertise
and facilities available to the business and industry sector through consultancy
work. Staff members in various departments have offered their services in
consultation and laboratory research.

The Polytechnic established CPHK Consultants Ltd in 1993 to administer and
expand these consultancy services. Since the company's inception, more than 80
contracts have been signed, involving about 200 academic and technical staff
members and serving about 50 clients. The annual turnover reached HK$5 million
in 1993.

In addition, the Industrial Club was set up in early 1993 to foster relationships
with industry. Member companies of the non-profit CPHK Industrial Club enjoy
numerous benefits including sponsorship of student projects on company selected
topics, library facilities, quarterly newsletters and luncheon seminars on topics of
interest to members. So far, 20 member companies have joined the Industrial Club.
A Company Attachment Scheme was also introduced to enable staff to work in
industry over a period of time. |

Since some of our applied research results could well materialise into a product
or service, the Polytechnic will support staff members who are committed to
pursuing such a goal by providing the financial and management support to set up



and run development centres. These centres are established as subsidiaries of
CPHK Enterprises Ltd and operate as independent entities with full accountability
to their clients.

The four development centres are:

B  Medical Technology Development Centre Ltd.

B Pharmaceutical and Chemical Technology Centre Ltd.
B Asia Pacific Social Development Research Centre Ltd.
i)

CityLawTech Consultants Ltd.

CHINA LIAISON

Polytechnic staff have frequent contact with academics in Mainland China
where, the Polytechnic has pursued collaborative links with academic institutions
since its inception. Every year, the number of scholars sent and welcomed rises
substantially.

At this moment, the Polytechnic has established liaisons with major Mainland
universities. Our China Liaison programme has been designed with Hong Kong's
future in mind. Many of the relationships pursued have been aimed at furthering
Hong Kong-Mainland understanding for the time when the territory reverts to
China’s sovereignty. To name a few:

® The Law Department signed an academic exchange agreement with Peking
University’s Law Department in December 1993. The aim is to promote the
understanding and cooperation between the two jurisdictions’ legal systems.

® Early this year, 1994, in a one-week training programme, City Polytechnic
hosted almost 30 cadres of the Guangdong Provincial Government. They
attended lectures on public administration, finance and trade and they visited
the Legislative Council, the Stock Exchange and the Trade Development
Council. The aim was to promote cadres’ understanding of government and
business practices in Hong Kong for the future.

® In addition, China’s State Education Commission will send 10 graduate
students to enrol in research degree courses at the Polytechnic during the
1994-95 academic year.



e In 1992, the Polytechnic introduced a Visiting Scholar Scheme under which
one lecturer from each of its Faculties or College will be sent abroad for a
month. Equally, Chinese academics can visit the Polytechnic for a month. The
programme supports the visits financially in order to consolidate links with
China's academic institutions.

These exchanges had grown to 104 for the 1992-93 academic year and
agreements were made with seven more Chinese institutions. Four were aimed at
academic exchanges and three were co-operative research efforts, and, of course,
there have been many more since then.

In 1993, the Polytechnic received 127 scholars from 24 different academic and
government institutions in China, and 12 mainland academics were able to
participate in the Visiting Scholar Scheme from September 1993 to August 1994.

UNIVERSITY STATUS

Over the years, the Polytechnic has aimed at achieving university status and these
efforts have come to fruition. In October 1993, the University and Polytechnic
Grants Committee indicated its support for the Polytechnic’s transformation into a
university. The Governor-in-Council approved this change and the new title in May
1994.

The institution eagerly anticipates and is well-prepared to function as a quality
university in Hong Kong and in the Pacific region in the near future.
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HOW IT ALL BEGAN
K5 o]

The Governor, Sir Edward Youde, endorses the allocation of a site 12.2 hectare on Tat Chee
Avenue to develop as the permanent campus of City Polytechnic of Hong Kong and names
Sir S Y Chung as Chairman of the Planning Committee.

BAELERIRZRNEZRN 2 AT HIEAREAAKREZH GBI TR L EZEABEER

1983

Winner of the campus design competition is Alan Fitch & Chung in association with Percy

K& & st L 18 % % £Alan Fitch & Chung#t [FlPercy Thomas °

Dr. David Johns is appointed as the Founding Director.

Thirty-nine staff members move into offices in Argyle Centre I, which had been rented on a

1984

50ct
gEE o
Thomas.
Mar
TEREELERTAAIKELE -
Nov
short-term basis.
=thLBEBAGEHHERANEADL—BRAZE -
Jan

Jul

22 Oct

The City Polytechnic of Hong Kong is formally established on 1 January 1984. The Planning
Committee becomes the first Council and Sir S Y Chung is the first Chairman.
BHR—tU\FE— A —HEXR - SEZRGRARRNEERES » EuB LIEKES LR -
Argyle Centre Tower I is acquired as an interim campus thanks to a loan of $260 million
from Standard Chartered Asia Ltd made in association with Hang Seng Finance Ltd.

BT MARA T BAEAMBARARDER - RATEBEE 08 _BEEKRE o

First admission exercise is held. Some 16,000
applications for 1,200 places in 9 courses.
BRERELE » H—BATARFNEREN—TZ
[2] 3 At

The Governor, Sir Edward Youde, officiates at
the Inaugural Opening Ceremony for the City
Polytechnic.

BELER L ERRTE TR ENE -




1985

The Hon. S L Chen takes over as Council Chairman.

1986

Jan
BRABEEAREGER -
Jan Students Union is formally established.
BAEFERARL -
17Jun The ground-breaking ceremony is

Oct

18 Nov

held for the new campus. Sir S Y
Chung is the Guest of Honour. ,
BTFReBH A0 EX R AER
MWEMESR -

First degree courses are introduced.

RIS TR -

At the 1st Academic Awards Ceremony, 115 students graduate in Business Studies, Social
Work, and Translation & Interpretation. Sir S Y Chung is awarded Honorary Founding
Fellow in absentia.

BIEBEEEAE BRI ERARRER L - EAHER  HETHENBZLMERLE
~HtAABLRE -

1987

5 Jun

23 Nov

The Governor, Sir David Wilson, lays the foundation stone for the new campus. A time
capsule is embedded with it.
BEEEGRLTATREETHEANSE
b S FISAEEE -

At the 2nd Academic Awards Cer-
emony, 493 students graduate from
seven courses.
BOF_EEXE ) BEXABANER
+24.

8



1988

Jan

Feb

1 Mar
15 Aug
19 Sep

Oct

15 Nov

28 Nov

8 Dec

The Governor appoints Mr Cheng Hon-kwan as the new Council Chairman.

BEZEBENLEEARETLE -

Sir Run Run Shaw donates $10 million to the Polytechnic.
MakB - AE—TET -

Shell Hong Kong Limited donates $300,000 for research in language work.
FHRERAMARATNBE=1EIT  (FAESHRZA -

An anonymous benefactor donates $10 million to the Polytechnic.

Bl —EARAME—-TET -

The topping-out ceremony for Phase 1 of the permanent campus is celebrated.

KAREE—MBITFRER -

The first Polytechnic staff occupy Phase 1A of the permanent campus.

EHRATEAXARENE LA -

The Institute for Research and Consultancy is established.

LRI ST

City Polytechnic creates its first seven professorships and four readerships.

BRI B o e R R I O T B T

The first MPhil students are admitted.
W EMTRE LB .

Phase 1A of the campus is offi-
cially opened by Sir Q W Lee,
Chairman of the Hong Kong Edu-
cation Commission.
FhAGGLEANRER L AREE
CUERSTIGEE Y

Mr William Purves, Chairman of the Hong Kong Bank, announces the establishment of a
Centre of Environmental Technology for Industry on campus, effective April 1989. The bank
pledges to donate $4 million to support this effort.

HEQRTERHE L EAE -/ ER AR ERXR BB S~ TRERGEA L » WA AR
ME BT R E o

At the 3rd Academic Awards Ceremony, the degree of Honorary Doctor of Science is
conferred upon Sir Run Run Shaw.

kxRt RE-EEFARERRLEN B LR



1989

16 Feb

Aug

6 Nov

8 Nov

17 Nov

The Director, Dr David Johns, calls for a change in City Polytechnic’s title to include the word
“university” in it.

B RABEMLEKRERSL Bk [KB] 478 o

Professor Cheng Yiu-chung assumes post as the new director.

MR B S (R B RABRAL

At the 4th Academic Awards Ceremony, Sir S Y Chung is awarded the degree of Honorary
Doctor of Business Administration.

EL TR TRENERR LR
ERRLE THEERELR
fir. -

HRH the Prince of Wales visits the campus.

BT L3R o

The Centre of Environmental Technology for Industry is officially opened by Baroness
Dunn.

BENLBBATERGEN L EREREE -



1990

15 Jan The Governor Sir David Wilson, officiates at the campus Opening Ceremony.
BENEGR L EIHERRSRERHEE -

22 Jan Sir Q W Lee donates $5 million to outfit a theatre on campus.
MEESLEELEET EAREEERAZH -

19Mar  The Run Shaw Library is officially named. Guest of
honour, Sir David Ford, Chief Secretary, unveils a
plaque.
PexEEERToLER  AARTIERR L EH -

11 Apr UK Minister of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs, Mr Francis Maude, visits the
Polytechnic.
KBS BB ABH DR E R SR -

9May The University and Polytechnic Grants Committee (UPGC) approves the offering of PhD
programmes.

RBERBIHEEHZ B GHEBRERTLRE -

29 May Joint UNISYS - CPHK Research & Development facility opens. UNISYS donates $4 million
which is increased to $10 million for research on Asian language computing.
BRAaxREMAEERERNAGARLRR I 2B REM AR EANH - @A R KL AKX
ME&T (REE-THIT) EYuMESERAKTE -

SCp The Campus Health Centre opens.
BheREDORE -
Oct A new management structure is announced and three Faculties are created. The Faculty

Laboratory Centre and specialised Departmental laboratories replace the Centralised Labo-
ratories which are abolished.

RU—EFRERRERERR L= ER - BRERPONERHRAZRA T HRERE -

The Polytechnic enrols its first PhD students.
Bt RO R A o

1 Nov The Polytechnic establishes a College of Higher Vocational Studies to handle all sub-degree
studies.

BhEmR I aRIFZEN  SRGRTHERMURE -

22 Nov At the 5th Academic Awards Ceremony, Sir Q W Lee is awarded an Honorary Doctor of
Business Administration degree.

MEEB TR FIERRARERRL R THEERE LB -

Dec The Centre for Continuing Education is formed.

BOLEB L

6 Dec Mr Cheng Yick-chi donates $12 million to the Polytechnic.
16 BREZELRE—-T_BET -



