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Unit 1 Finding Nemo

PartI Movie Language

Section 1 Before-class Activities

I> Plot Description

Finding Nemo is a 2003 American computer-animated film produced
by Pixar Animation Studios for Walt Disney Pictures, which tells the story
of a father-son relationship where an overly protective clownfish father,
Marlin, along with a Regal Blue Tang named Dory, sets out on an adventure
to Sydney in search of his son, Nemo.

In the colorful and warm tropical waters of the Great Barrier Reef,

Marlin lives a safe and secluded life in a quiet cul-de-sac with his only

son, Nemo. Fearful of the ocean and its unpredictable risks, he struggles
to protect his son. Nemo, like all young fish, is eager to explore the mysterious reef. When Nemo
is unexpectedly taken far from home and thrust into a fish tank in a dentist’s office, Marlin finds
himself the unlikely hero on an epic journey to rescue his son. In his quest, Marlin is joined by a good
Samaritan, Dory. As the two fish continue on their journey, encountering numerous dangers, Dory’s

optimism continually forces Marlin to find the

courage to take risks and overcome his fears.
Regal Blue Tang 15 F fEf
Great Barrier Reef KE&ffE
seclude fHifRE, fHfRm4
cul-de-sac [#£] SE#A[R, ZER&

epic  HehfERy, HENAY

quest 4k, HE

fearful father becomes a true hero in the eyes Samaritan 1L F WA CHE LI

of his son, and the entire ocean. L\%f‘/’ﬁ ) 310 OF s

In doing so, Marlin gains the ability to trust
and believe, that things will work out in the
end. Confronting seabirds, sewer systems, and
even human beings, Marlin and Nemo’s fateful

separation ends in triumph. And the once-

B> Main Characters

5

Nemo, Marlin’s only son, a young clownfish born with a defective fin because of a
barracuda attack. Nemo has enough of his father’s overbearing presence, which makes him
anxious to prove he can take care of himself. His struggle to get home from a dentist’s office

aquarium shows that he can do more than he and his father expected.
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Marlin, a fretful and apprehensive clownfish father, is very protective of his only child,

Nemo. But on the way to look for his lost son, he learns to take risks, trust others, and also

find that Nemo is capable enough to take good care of himself.

| (

Dory, a sweet, sociable and optimistic Regal Blue Tang fish, has a drastic case of short-

term memory loss. Dory helps Marlin along his journey and they get through many obstacles

together. She helps Marlin learn to give up a little control and be more of a free spirit. They

survive their journey and become life-long friends.

N

Section 2

z> Class Lead-in
Directions: Watch the video clip and answer the following questions briefly.

In-class Activities

(1) Where are the two speakers?

(2) What do they do?

(3) What are they talking about?

B> Intensive Listening & Viewing

-

S R S R R I s R Ry

Movie Clip 1

Caught by the diver ]

ink

butt

(be) about to do
show up
concern

(be) scared of

interrupt

<

Useful Words & Expressions

to mark, stain, cover, or smear with ink FH28/K (Eiha) Ihi5
(Infml. esp. U.S.) buttocks; bottom  JEEHX

intend to do...immediately; (be) on the point of doing... b
to appear I

to relate to; be of importance or interest to; affect -, Xif+eee+ HE
(be) afraid of  E AR

to cause or make a break in the continuity or uniformity of (a course,
process, condition, etc.)  H¥7, PHA
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unsupervised adj. not being watched or kept a check on; not supervised or under

constant observation A7 WS EHY

assure v. to declare earnestly to; inform or tell positively; state with confidence
10 [ sas s {RIE; HER b

get stuck to be unable to move further #-KEkFaRE &M AGESh

paddle V. to move through water by means of repeated short strokes of the

limbs f (8&) #iE, 37T, %zh

I

E Background Notes i

Sandy Plankton is some know-it-all type kid around the neighbourhood or school. It’s

more of a “stereotype” metaphorical character...“that kid” from school that thinks they know

everything, and less an “actual” character.

Task one General understanding of the main idea

Directions: Watch the pictures only, and guess what is happening. Then describe the story in
your own words, referring to the following questions.

(1) What do the fish see in the open water?
(2) What are they trying to do?
(3) What happens to the tiny clownfish?

Task two  Further understanding of details Watch movie without subtitles

1. Directions: Choose the best answer to the following questions.

(1) Nemo swims into the open water to .
A. look for food B. touch the boat C. look for his father D. play a game
(2) Who thinks Nemo can swim well?
A. Nemo’s father B. Nemo’s friends C. Nemo himself D. Nemo’s teacher

2. Directions: Answer the following questions related to the detailed information of this clip.

(1) What happens when Nemo is about to swim into the open water?

(2) Why do Nemo and his father Marlin quarrel?

(3) What are the three words Nemo said to his father after the quarrel?
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(4) What does Nemo do unexpectedly after the quarrel?

3. Directions: Fill in the blanks to see how Marlin “educates” other fish and “comments” on his
son Nemo.

Marlin: This does not you, kids. And you’re [ don’t tell your
you were out there. You know you can’t swim well...
I’m sorry. I didn’t mean to things. He isn’t a good swimmer and it’s a little too

soon for him to be out here

Task three Interactive activity

e e Do you like Marlin to be your father? Why or why not?
l Group Discussion - o If you were Nemo, how would you behave and would you have

il similar behaviors as Nemo does in this clip?

Movie Clip 2 A plan of escape

Useful Words & Expressions

send...off to cause to depart or to be conveyed from oneself; dispatch; dismiss
I
filter n. device containing paper, sand, cloth, etc. used to hold back any solid

material or impurities in a liquid or gas passed through it 1TJE#S
pebble n. small stone made smooth and round by the action of water, e.g., in a
stream or on the seashore &P A1
jam V. to press, squeeze, or wedge tightly between bodies or surfaces, so that

motion or extrication is made difficult or impossible F1¥, 3&H{F

gear n. set of toothed wheels which fit into another set to transmit power %8

filthy adj. dirty JERY, AR, 1588

individual adj. existing as a distinct, indivisible entity, or considered as such;
discrete  HMAY, £ HMBY

awning n. canvas or plastic sheet fixed to a wall above a door or window and

stretched out as a protection against rain or sun JEPHIZE, [
foolproof adj. proof against failure; infallible & AHLAERE (sHD ), &
(), XA R
nuts adj. a slang word for insane, crazy & JKHY, 141




