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T]:[E BUFFOONS OF
S ANTON.

-

QUOS"De‘ua vult pe'rdcre pﬁua
% damentat. The buffcons whe
pose ag the ‘“Military Government’’:
of Canton, and at the same time:
claim @ speak on behalf of certain.
andefined it Constitutionalist Pro-
viiices’”" have ’réally-’bxcolled*them-
selves in ~.their:’ Jatst ' manifesto
rega.rd.mg' the contrel of the Mari-.
time Ctsfors. L. FFoki s ! mounte--
bank .like bun Yat-sen one might
bave expected some such absurdi

But Tang Shmyx. was not o y
Premiar -of the Republic at the
time when ’th.e present arrange-
ments for. handling the Customs.
Revenues, came into foree, but ‘had:
been. Comptroller General of’ _the’
Rovenué- Couneil, to which the In-
ispectar-General looked for. instruc-
Fhons, sqnd. -had had - eonsxderable«
dlploma.txc ‘experience. "under ‘the
Manchus’s and though - 'Uzé vener-;

ﬂnbuge he has ‘a, foreign-educated!
Iawyer-spn who might at least.

ve, been expected ‘to’ enlighten,
him-ag to the illegality and grotes-,
queness of the proposal to take overj
the conizel of the Southern: Custom:!;
["as from February 1.” ; :

<o ‘nndemtand the - precise posi-:
t:on in which the Canton buffoons:
have placed themselves it is neces-;

which led to the present system of
inmdlmn- the ‘Customs Revenues.]
‘As is: genemlly kunown, a number
of China’s foreign ‘and domestic
obligations . arse met from. the
Customs revenues. Up to the time
of  the Rovolunon these revenues,
though recorded and checked by t.he
Customs Staff - were paid into a..
special Customs Bank, which was.
Jonder the control, not of the Com-,
smissionef, - but ‘of ' the Chmeeex
Bupermtend,emi of Customs at each!
.¢" the Treaty Ports. .The Inspec-
rtorafe did- not actually handle any!

@his_system. hrake.

‘of the revnnue K

D '

able” Wu ng-fang may be.in hisi

saiy briefly to refer to the events}

nspectar-General was the- servant.
of the Imperial Government, it
became necessary to insist that.
Customs Revenues should also.come:
onder -his _control, ‘to. avoid the:
pbvious l.n‘gustlce of ﬁna.nt:mg' the:
Manchu ...Dynasty - from ~ funds:
identical  with, _those o oi whick _the:
sededed Provinces ha.d' rehnquxghe'
wontrol. ;The“Forexgn Legation: |
-at that time ‘were: becoming appre\
hensive regarding the- service of . th |
forelg'n debt, and .it was . only™:l
ransferring the actual control -
Revenves trom ‘the Chinese Super-|

——— e T

wtendents to e < lnspectcr' ctorat” '
- Geperal that’ thev' were ‘reassured,
Internnuonal arrangements (we quo%“
erong ‘A ‘Memorandum mﬁen-'by t.b-'
oresent  Inspactor General “and reprod
¢ in Mo‘ses Inl/smaﬁonal B’slailo‘ﬁn‘
7ol HI; p.’ 403) Wers then. made: plat.
shé"Loan and' Indemmty servxce in :?4
fnvr?ecbor-General 5 hands a.nd. xt is “to IQ,
duted t!mt tbese 5mmgements were ma-g‘
K md sa.nctxoned by, the Impenal éo‘
'x'nment before ite fall, and that’ they hs
n Smeuloualy respected by the Be
')ubhcan Govemmcnt which succeeded ity
‘Bome. nnavmdable dr]a.} occurred at the
t xmmoetxng loan: psyments that ha:
n deferred .pending the conc’usxon L}
‘he ‘above .ammangements, but all pa.sfnent
were eventually and easily met from th
‘funds that had .in “the,: meantime ac=
i cumulated. 7, The Indcmmty arrears offer ; ]
_ed mbre difficulty, ‘and special measure.
1_ha-d to be taken to .pay them of: b
once this had been effected the combin
Loan and Indemnity service work
sraoothly and automatically, With assist
-ance from the Salt revenues pledged as
sec‘ond secunty ‘there have -always h@m;
- ample funds to meet allrequirements. The
Loan and.Indemnity service s conductec’
at Shanghn "by. the’ Commlssxoner ofj
Oustoms mder m.struchons from the
I[nspececn' “General. * ‘Penodzcal ‘accountﬁ
are_rendered by the latter to the Chmeser '
GoVemmenu ,and the commission on
formgn Bankera rnpreaentmg the- mte estsf
of forelgvn Jcreditors, The sensnble com

e
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proiie of which thess arrduzvuidnts are)
the expression—leaving in China's-hands}
ths management of her debt Cwith
absolute security for her foreign creditors::
!s emunently characteristic of the country ;,
but. without an organization of the peculist,
nature of the Customs service it would’
have been impossible. Indeed it is by no:
eans an overstatement to maintain that]
the service in 1912 stood between its)
employers and the establishment of =&
‘Caisse de la Dette.’ . -
. The charges on.the Customs
: revenues have been. considerably
i augmented since the establishment
. of the : Republic. . They. form - the
! alternative security for. the ‘Re-
organization Loan, the service: of
which was met from them in 1920.
They. are-also-®armarked forthe
sgrvice of the Thl.rc_l. -~ and . Fourth
Year ' Domestic . Tpans of the Re-
i puklie;~anid various other long and
short-term debts, domestic and for-
signl Of the total revenue of Hk:
Tls 49,500,000 collected in 1920,
only Sh. Tls 23,150,000 were re-
leased to*the Central Government.
. When the Southern Provinces
“seceded ' from .'Peking -after the
Chang Hsun Coup, the Government:
At LCanton claimed its share of. the
Customs Revenues. ,”At that time
the "situation -was. .werj 'different
from. the .present. The Northern
Government was hent upon the re-
conquest of. the Southern Provinces
by force. . The latter had,agtually
proclaimed their independence; and
their- adhesion to the’Canton :(3ov-,
srnment..1t.was obviqusly Ipequit-
‘able . that the* 'y?pkiqg Admipistra:.
tion <should . be' financed by e
| Customs in its efforts {q reconquer
the South.” . Accordingly:
promise was effected by
Southern  Governmani;was to-ge-
ceiye 13.7 per cent. of tha Customs
surplus.: . Then ‘dissensions -;:fook
place heween the Sonthern leaders..
Wu . Ting-fang-sand’. his*;friends
bolted : from ~ Cantdn with’-their
seals, ' -Legal -procéedings were in<
stituted by the Kwamngsi militarists:
to sécare - possessior of : Canfon’s
share, but as the monies had ‘been
deposifed in foreign Banks,‘and it
was*}ardly within‘the compétence

of “toreign -Courts to decide what' B I

was the legil Government in*the

South, un injunction against their
iwithdrawal by any party resulted.
'Now the Kwangsi leaders in turn
have been chased sut. Sun Yat-

sen. Tang Shao-yi and Wu Ting-
fang, who have heen skulking in
Shanghai, have once more ventured
torth from their haven of refuge,

d their i

momept

claims to represent the ‘“‘constitu-|

fhalist provinces . has gny better
1tle than the ‘‘Goverpment’” iti
displaced: "Moreover, the North po
B?l%x’?nbM1ns agoressive ipt

%’ES_J_J,_.W:
as,in fact, sponta

complet V. o ‘
etr willinomness 1Honally, 40

While matters are in this state of
ux. Sun Yat-sen has decided to
augment Kwangtung’s independ-
ence by subjecting the Customs in
the South to his crders and control,
He seems quite oblivious of the re-
sults of such a decision. .-‘
.- In the first place the Represent-!
atives of the Foreign Powers are
nn longer likely to concur in any
step that is calculated to perpetuate
disuniou in this country. They

- 2A¥_not:rag 1 e Pekipe
or__the Canton Government gs
satisfactory,  but they will ze-

cognize that the election of 2 Par-
Mament representative of the whele!
nation is the actic u-
tion of China’s chnstitutional mud-
dle, . Moreover, they cannot but be
aware that if Kwanctung starts a
separate Customs Administration,
every ~ther Province in which there
are Treaty Poits which collect con-
siderable Customs Revenues will.
also clamour for the control of the ]

T
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Cuctoms Houses at these centres.’

The Hupeh Tuchun, for instance.

knowing  that ‘Hankow collected

duties amounting to more than
three and a half million taels iu

1920. not to mention the ceollictions

at Ichang, and Shasi, wiil probab-

ly attempt to take over control of
the Customs Houses withoat evem:

fhe pretence that he belomgs to a

“Constitutionalist Province,”” and]
if the precedent once be established!

,there can be no telling where ot
how the meatter will end.. “All that,
can be predlicted with any oev‘tamw(
is that C'hina’s foreign credit wm'
receive a° blow frem whxch 1t must |
tak e many years to recover.

Then, apparently, the Ca.nbon
bufmom havé not even given a
thought to the compl1cat10ns that
must arise if the Diplomatic Body,
should decline to emtertain the idea'
of separate control of the Custorns
in the South. Sun Yat-sen and Co,
have no more right to dictate where
and how foreign ships shall pnvl
their duties than any other Chinese |
official. The procedure is governed |

- by .Treaty, and, -ag described by|

Mr. H. B. Mome is ag follows:

“On the entry of a ship, her papers:are
deposited with the Consul of her nation-
ality, to be surrendéred only upon the
issue. of .a provisional Customs clearance.
The passing of an import cargo proceeds
much as elsewhere, but note is to be ‘taken
of the fact that the foreign ship and the
foretgn. ‘merchant are “covered by the
pnvxlege of e\tratemtoriahty"

Tt 43 ‘scarvely necessary'to em-
phasize the significance of this pro-
ceduré.” The return of the shlp s
papers by the foreign Consulates is-
conditional upon a provisional
Customs clearance. Clearly it is
for the foreign Consul ta determine:
what constitutes such 'a olearzmce
and equally clearly he could refuse
k: accept any provisionul clearance’
issued by.any Customs officer who !
was acting - ‘independently :of t.he'
Inwpectnnte General. . . Not only is'
the Canton (wrernmont debarre
by . Treaty provisions - from enforc-.
ing its. mfentmna 56 far ag foreign,
shlp_pmfr is concerned ; 'the Senior:
members -of the Customs staff,

being - s'ubjects 7of - .the Treaty
Powers are also protected. by ex--
hﬂterrlton'ﬂlty from any molesta-
tion by Chinese officials, whether
they pose as employés of the Peking
Government or of the .\[mhry
.Government’’ of the ‘“‘Counstitution=

.alist Provinces."””  The Dlp[omxhtf .

Body ‘merely has to reject Sun Yaf-
sen’s ‘preposterous proposals, and|
-without the firing-'of a gun, with-
out the appearance of a sincle war-
ship, the whole frade of the Ports’
at which he attempts to enforce,
them will be completely tied ' up.
The Customs Staff will continue to’
look to the Inspector General for
orders; the Consuls will decline to.
recnguize any clearance papers
that do not bear the signature of
the Inspector-Gengral’s representa-
tives ; 'and by no conceivable means
short’ of forcxb].e interference withL
foreLg'n Customs- officials;~in lea--
tion of ‘the . extraterritorial pro-
visicns of the Treaties. . can Suu
Yat-sen and his friends put their:
hands on 4 cent of Céstoms revenue.-
Tt would be a perfectly simple mat--
ter; if circumstances required, - for

support ‘of the D‘Lplom.atlc Bodv,
to order the pavment.of all Canton
Customs duties ‘at Hongkong or
Shanghai. :

There is ancther aspect of t.he
question which™ m.a.y be Very' brief-1

‘the: Inspector-General, »with ". th.e)

|
P ered— upon:- Sun 'Yat»sen
hat ““as the Cu.stoms revenue
en: mortga.g-ed at. different
yfor the service of various
obllrrartmns ‘there is no’ m-

Py

om to Jeopa.rthen anywise the in °
| serests “of creditors. "The reveniie.
of the South-west -Provinces  will
bear a proportionate share of the|
burden which will form, as hither-
to, a first charge. ‘It would ‘be
extremely interesting to know how'
this would work out in practicaj
[t is quite impossible for Canton¥
without full “knowledeoe of : the
Customs 1-'ecexp£§r elsewhere. and o"
the - pbhfratwns ‘for whick - the

I
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‘

{ 3toms Revenues form the secur-|
. 4 to determine what would bef
& vangtung‘s share. Tha Customs
serplus, in fact, cangot be deter-{
mined untii the end of each financi-
al yvear, when all obligations have
been met. With trade falling off, and
revenue proportionately diwminish-}
ing, it is quite possible that
there may be little or no surplus
in 1921. But Sun Yat-sen and Co.
want money to spend, not to hoard
for possible contingencies. Their
pledze to meeb ‘‘a proportionate |
hore of the burden’ is worthless,
unt cnly because they do not pos-
sexs the data en which to make the
necessary calculations, but be-
cause there is every pacbability |
that after looting the Customs for|
2 few months they would once}
more: find it expedient to seek re-
fuge in Shanghai, or some other
Foreign Treaty Port.-

" In the interests not ¢nly of China
herself, who has benefited so great- |
ly. from the managemepts 6f her |
debt service by the luspectorate
- General, but also of foreign trade,
[and China’s foreign creditors, it
is to be hoped that Sun Yat-sen
will be told very plainly, very em-
phatically, that however much ‘‘hot

nething will be allowed to inter-
fere with the unity and efficiency
of the Maritime Customs For-
eigners and Chinese alike have
grown utterly weary of Sun Yat|
sen’s escapades and intrigues. And'
it would perhaps not be altogether.
a bad thing if he and his fellow-
buffoons press their present plans
to the extent of compelling the
Treaty Powers to call their bluff,
and to expose them to the whole
worlds as a clique of unscrupulous,
self-seeking and utterly irrespoms-
ible agitators, whose activities, if'
thev continue unchecked, will suc-;
}ceed in destroying the one branch
:"vot China’s fiscal service which has
satis-

\

e .o

air’”’ may be exuded from Canton,’ -

factorily thigdgh -all tﬂ'ecnsermq'
the past thirty-years* Incidental-
ly. they might also be acauainted
with the fact that their .flight to
any other Treaty Port will not, in
future, serve to shield them from
arrest under the o of the
Central Governr!wnt. T

A7 NG'S ATTITUDE ON .

ROPOSED CUSTQMS. %
W EPIY SURCHARGEY, Hié
- The Cantor Government is in fav-
our “of levying & customs sutcharge
but the'leaders contend that the pro-
ceeds shall be approprizted and used.
for its own p '
Government wired these leaders yes
terday, pointing out that far¥ne in'
thd Northern provinces' i worse' thais
it has been for years and that at such
a time ‘when foreigners and Chiness;
alike are working to-raise funds to!
relieve the sufferers it is as unchar-’
itable as it™is impertinent for the:

South to appropriate money ‘meant' . -

lor starving and freezitig people.* [t.
s e to-day that a reply has,
come _from the.South in which they:

‘a;ree to remit the proceeds,from the;

surcharge. to Peking, gll save 13 per;
cent. which they, want for Canton.|

urposes. = The Central;

=N M
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l’eb. u mf

i- '.z ‘af “the Customs Surplus con-
tinues to ocvupy the attention of
the Diplomatic Body. The claims:
of the so-called ‘‘military Govern-t
ant” of Canton ,fa'll under several:
"‘and are apt to be comn-!

fuséd u:n.lgas what has happened m}
.psst,ibe ‘fully understood. Qu:
ry*15 the ‘‘mili ‘Govern-

asswmung charge of the
mﬁ%“(ﬁ'xs fqm:i:}egm nﬁm

i Jurisdiction,. - > view. Q_all:
Pi‘!?"i’:!‘mg {2 ‘tﬂ m.i.‘!%?..
surplus __cevepues_of the|

s '.l‘h.m th.rea.t.

; peremrp warning from
' | he \Dﬁﬂomé.tw '?l!:zly ‘to - tb.e "ef-
e&'that it would tolerate no in-
. ersrice with the funotion of the
Qustoms Servme “A ‘Reuter tele-
gran: which was received several
/| days. ago tated that according'‘to
&Qb.v_.eese Teport the ' ‘‘military!
- |Govérnment’* +had - actually .em-
. [desvomred fomrry out: its theat,
thaft' the Customs administraticn at
J'Canton had :been’ removed to the
" | residen qua.rtem on Shameen,
Yand’- that ‘foreign warships would
- |bs.gut %o protect the Staff. - This
: report‘has not yet beem confirmed.

' ~_Burt t 8_not only the future
,' ‘?“..2 rpluges bl hacb.,_tahe
- (Becure’ posgession. Two other su.ms

-t AT S

~{are involved, namely an amount of
' 0. which. Dr. J¥u . Ting-

a.naw nstmst;;aﬁiﬁ“

‘ 8

acm;; Ministe: -
- m&mﬁ mad wlt.h:apfv:&‘u '

Hen.“be from, Can-

b 1‘19‘)0 a.n&' & Jur-
'Of.A“bm'fﬁ “&"2'500‘300

| :"P“”ﬁ%ﬁm st b

.' th.e ﬂmt tha.b Dn D’x‘ JW"(] l‘mg"

may be recalled,” with mfereﬁ‘c;wﬁl : i

" they threaténed to’take ovef ‘the

injunction _restraining ‘Dr.” “Wu
from thhldra.mng &n{' of the
funds in “dispute. . The -British
Supreme ‘Court also issued an in-

jonction, ~restraining the Hong-
kong & Shanghai Bank from pay-|
ing out any of the funds sfx.nd.mq _'
in Dr. Wu’s nama.pendmg the |
final decision of the Mixed Court.
The sum of $2,600, 000 bas there-
fore remained in. the Bank ' ever
since, while the further sums ear-
marked by the Inspector General
of Customs as the South’s share of
'the Cushoms surplus bave also been '
withheld. | Y
The Kmngs; il itarists,
a few monthsmpowermkmg
tung were expalled, and W T: ng-
fang, Sun Yat-een and Tang Shao-}
yi then returned to Canton to re-.
organize - the - ‘iMilitary :Govern-!
.nent.”’ They:.found the Trea.sury
‘empty, and therc seemed no.means
of teplemslu.ng it save by, seeu.nng
‘possession of .the $2,600, 000 ‘with
'wlnch Dr. Wu had bolted the Tls.
2,500,000 held by the Inspecfor
Qreneral and future Customs sur-
pluses. To secure the last mmed

Customs . Administration.’ ?#Whe
‘ther t.hay have actually a.ttumphed
‘to ‘carry out that threat or mat, ‘it
may beTegarded as oertain that - 10
interference with the Customs’ Ad-:
ministration will be tolarateds To. -
secure 'the release’ of Dr. “Wu’s!
$2,600,000, they' applied to "the
Mixed Court for the cancellation
of the m]umchmn of April last.
This request most -improperly in
aur opinion, (so long' as Peking is
1ecogn1zed as the de jure a.n.d;zle
! facto “Governinent ‘of China): ;wa.s
granted. "+ Thén - ‘the Peking Gov:

;ernment mtervene& and sean.red
TUN m]uncﬁon. temgaru.mly restrain- 4
(ing the’ Hon,gkong and Shanghai
Ba.nk :Emm partingy: w1th a.ny‘fg
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cdse % Pefora’*the'¥
Shiaighaf, 518, 4%
the injuiigtion‘agaidet Dr. Win."
dispute will’ ‘probably " follow *pn
the ‘point whether Jurisdiction "re-|
ally lies"with theMixed Court &rl
the City Court. Bat there is little
likelihood that the Southern “Gov-
ernment’’ will be permitted to draw
upon Dr. Wu's banking acccant
for some time to come. Accord-
ingly Canton'has now “applied to
the* Diplomatic . Body for . t,hg__r%
lease of the Tls. 2,500,000 held by
the Inspector .General; ~'and ‘it ia,
the advisability of accéding to-this
request whiclr“ii-‘_‘i&aﬁpﬁﬁg',ﬁli !
attention of the Foreign Legations,
who, we are told,.intend to sti pal-.
ate ‘that if the Fands. are Feleased
they must be employed only . for
productive purpoees.- - i - NGy

In our opinion.there is insuffi-
cient ground to warrant the : re-
lease of any Customs "funds -to
Canton, under any conditioms, at
this junctwre. It is true that in
Tuly 1919 the " Diplomatic Body,
agreed, in principle, to-the setting:
apart of '13.7 per “cent.” of ‘the
Customs ‘Surplus for the use of the
Southern Government. Presum-
ably it based this decision on the
consideration _that Though not. of-
fcially recognized as a legal gov-
ernment the Canton administration

ALy

. was tha de facts government of the

seceding provinces. It serms dif-
fieult, Tin 518 _circumstances, -t fol-

" lo® "the reasoainz By which™ the

Ewanos ™ Goverament T ~which

|t e Py

- Githe Tito” poer TN aMarch last
- Y&, and way the de_facta_goyerp~

Y. . - . £l
ment_of Kwaugtupg until  Nov-.
ember, was deprived. of its $hare

of the Chustoms sprplns. Unti] its
Tnrwal, v- G T

. & and
SUCCA itV lhe Koreign - LJ
Sious T Surely’ not ‘be rash, ¢

.'.
O

ough ‘to propounce ce upon ‘the pseude
legal qualifications‘of the kaleido-’

r. Wu.% i

seopic 'governrients’y:. which. . -

i | o

loy each other &t intervals “of’ g
few  monthy, -af. Canton, ‘Bnd ‘sach |
of.which pits. forwasd the. clait
that it is the only, “‘cofistitutional’*|
government in South. China. More.]
over, it seems ta us that-the pre |
sent. ‘“‘military”; Government’’ .’ is|
estopped by .the conduct of Dr. |
Wu Ting-fang from isuccessfully
pressing its pretensions. . W’Lhemg
Dr. Wu was ejected from Canton,,
the de facto ‘‘Government’ " .was!
that established by Lu Yung-ting"

and Mu Yung-hain*#4Tf ‘the wiere |

fact of being’ the de facts Govera-
ment for the momént sstablishes &
logical ar legal *elaim -torthia Cius: |
toms  surpluses, ““Wh Ting-fang
should have handed aver his Lank-i
ing account to . Mnu.t Yung-hsin’s!
nomines, to whom also should have,|
been paid over Kwangtung’s pro-
portion ‘of the’ Custodia' surpluses|
Any other course’ could ‘only "be;
construed as discrimination against |
the de facto Government for the’
time . being. : If the Diplomatic
Body should now release -the ac-

cumulated surplus held by the In-
spector | General, ' - the presen]
military Government!” it will ex-
pose itself to the.charge izf,ia"roiiﬁ
lng -one..group of : charlatans™*and
Ad‘.lscn.n;{.na..tmg “aguinst " another.
Surely it is time to cut the 'gordian
knot, and’ either to hold ‘up tha
ontire Customs surplus until (Ching,
1s reunited, or pay the entire ‘am-.
ount to the' Gavernment which _is
fecoguized as” the de Jure and=e
facto Government of China tby.'the
.’l:eaty‘ Pawers. g’fCa;nfiiﬁ, i"'élea.i-ly "
13 not entitled to-day ‘to Anything

like the '13.7 per tent. _of the Cus-
toms ‘surplus which ‘wag formerly
allotted to the “Military” Govern--
:x;ent. "It only &laims SWay over
aree provinces—Kwangiung, Yuy.!
nan and Kweichow-=and i.tsg i
It regard to the Jast, namad are
to l\s,_a.yt J tII;q least, " dubious: <Lf the
folease any Customs :Revenues 37
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353 ‘: e gj
5"1"! @ mg

osSpec of securing such con-
- facto governments;
would spring up like mushrooms‘
throughout the country, and the
Diplomatic Body would have a{
hectic time in keeping tracF of thel
percentage to which each was
entitled. thle as our_ readersi
must all be aware, we have 1o ad- |
miration for, or’ oonﬁdence in, the:
I’e}:mg Govarnmant it seems to us
grotesque for the farelg'n Diplomaty
accredited to that ,Government to
carve up ‘and allot the distribution
of . China’s surplus, Customs re-
venues, as if that Government did

not,_exist, .};tﬁ;aat_w__rm_mt
any funds releas

~~ %o

! see to us to be e.nm'elv besxde
:EE % E The questiom 1s one of
principlo ; 1m dealt with

as such .and not as a matter of ex-

pediency. - “And, a3 _g matter of
-""*T B >

rinciple, -the reion « Legations

‘are dealt with, . | Thet are

qnest.nma:b y the property of the
reeoomzed Government of the *‘Re-
pl;nbhc” :

f the latter concurs Ln

©$700,000 be &ppropna.ted for, t.he"i)az

ﬁemb—*rs of the Pekm.g, Dlplomn.t.xo
Cor;» met Suturday afternoon ta “dis-

cuss the dispesition of the . Lustoﬁm-

surplus, much ado about which is be..
ing made by Cantcn at prgwn.t..* Toe!
mcney Wil amount;. in réund ﬁgurec,f.
to wmething like’$2. 500 00, ind the
coticensus . of _opinion * Was - thab it
should be turned over to the Pekl.n.g‘
Government on these conditions’ . (1 ))
That $400,000 :be apprwpmted “ifor

rivgr' “éonservancy Twork;” g “that‘

of Consular ' and | diplcmatic {Tepre:
senratives of the' Chinsse Governindnb,
abroad ; (3) that the’ ren&«s}naer b@r’&&‘

ter wis postrxm.enl c]noﬂ “becatice 014
the opposition. of one ;:f the Ministers,
Fho i lirges that the néiom:y}é’devoted' -
tocot:sefnancy work on She e nwg
@od to the plagys &ﬁmﬁMJén'vﬁ’ié'
’I'ienfmn:—?ukow ;anlw&y < A‘_ e
of the - m:eeh.n:g' the. yarious '\ﬁm:terq
were n.qur%fed to write theiry Views on
the sihisct and . subrodt, ‘them” An<

dn dually" tc th.er W’anchmop

"‘“ ‘%“14

_hsmo —L\IERICAN AINING

oerba.med today that s’ comtrast - h&
been sigmed between’ Chmeaé m.m.ng
men am} Americary bem?ee:: :h‘fl?z the
t&‘rﬁé“o' which the Tatter?

vancs' $5,000,000 " f.he,\‘f;r\é ecda c{!
which will be ‘used for f&he deve elop
ment of the Shian Pio Ebing 'z e

mm@mnm\m%
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rPOWERFREFUSE 0
RECOGNISE DR. SUN

Corps Diplomatique At Peking
Has Wired Instructions To

Canton Consuls-

/M:(.—M b

-.Since his election as President of
'the Republic of South China Dr. Sun
Yat-sen has, besides appointing
delegates. to proceed to Europe and
the United States of America for the
purpose of securing recognition-from
the various Powers to his President-
ship, approached the Consular Body
in Canton for the same purpose.
However, it is atated that, upon
receipt of a communication from the
Ministzy of Foreign Affairs to the
reffect that.the action of Dr. Sun
4Xab-aon in proclaiming himself as
President for South China would
e_:auso ubltaeles to the uuiﬁcltxon

A= 758/ 1
And The Foreign' Powers May |

Reconsider Decision Regardmg
_* Customs.Surplus

;Lgus RE COSTOLS'|

)
4

ASIATIC NEWS .AGENCY

.- Canton, Feb. 3:~In view of the
strong attitude adopted by the
Powers, the directors of the Military’
‘Government have abandoned their|
intention of taking over thé control o;
the Maritime Customs; but, it i
reported that through the Consulari
Body in Canton, the foreign Ministers
in Peking have promizse

' éonsider tieu' de:-uionmth
‘Withdrawal of the th#" 'teen per cent
-Customs surplus by~ the _South-
“Western Goveroment. But at the rate
of\tff: presant exchange, it is feared | :
that there will be no surplus from the:
Customs Revenue in the future. 5

~ < Am Official Statement
BT .
REUTER’'S FACIFIC EERVICE
Hongkong, Feb. 2:--The Chief
Department of the Foreign Office at

- Canton has issued the following state-

ment:—With a view to establishing the
authority of the Military Government
in the Constitutionalist Provinces:—
The Military Government decided,.
on January 15, that the Chinese Mari-
time Custons functioning in these Pro-
vinces should be subject to its orders
anc contral, and the Inspector-General
vaL no!‘fled accerdingly. Tte Military
Goeverninent has now assurance from:
the Iuspectcr-General that he ac-
knowledge: as always, the authority
of and takes instructions from the
Military Goverrment. This official
statement is, hersfore, published in
order to allay misunderstandings, if. |
any, b tha foreign public that. the
Military Government intended  to! .
Interfere with the foreign loan ser-
vice arrangements in any way pre-||

A.JudICIal to tbe intcrest of foreign.

| ereditors.

ON KBANDONS

R HENM
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'CUSTOMS INCREASE

10 BE HELD

.f- S & _____/L/ D
{Chung Mei Service)

-Peking, Jan. 9:—It is report-
ed from reliable sources that in
oﬁciall'y:recognizjng the enforce-
ment of the new Customs in-
crease beginning with the middle
of this month, the Diplomatic
Body is preparing to forward a
note to the Chinese Government
suggesting that ‘the revenues
derived from this increase be
held pénding some settlement in
regard to’ lhe payment of the
defaulted forelgn obhgat\ms

- S R L

Jully's Ratification 0f

m
e

Ghma customs Tariff

Is Made On HerOwn Initiative

‘Reuter Learns From An —g

“_linrefutablc
23— s~
(R.-w. Pacific Servics)” ‘“ R i

Authority

Peking, Jan.

Ageoncy’”’ learns rom an

correctrrass  of the

the Amnrerican Government.

“Reuter’s Agency” is informed’
that the _Italian ratification was

granted onmcause—ﬁe Chinese
Government decided to acc he

ftaTian proposal

Bitration the pendm& questlon ?

*—L_——

ST The three ex-Austrian steamecrs,
iTthougn this was not made knownﬂ

afterwards.

mﬁ

24 —“Reuter s ’£

‘unre-
-futable’ “muthority that the state-
iment recently made by another
‘News Agency that it was in great
part- due to the efforts of the
American Government that Itaiy
. Tnally ratifled the tariff revisior is
wholly devoid of any foundation.
f{L is pointed out to ‘us that it
would be to wrong the well-known ™ g E i
American
\mester to suppose that he couldi
Lave tiied to exert any pr:<n.r*
in a matter which did not concern

,

Hr

| B
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“Bridar Nen 7 s o temporary measure, from’thew
ts.m;;;Ff_!dﬂY, Deﬂ. 7, '923, .{Iix:isrry of Communications. Thej
: - X . i sums earmarked from these other

P ol ' wurces of revenue never - having
AN TO_‘N -\.\Q THE heen nuid to the Tnspector Genm‘-I
CUSTOMS. - ' al. the charqes of the National

Consolidated  Toan  Service have
huve #allor sutirely upon the Mari-
time Customs. with the result that
there has been little, if any. sur-

THE revenues ot the Chinese
" DMaritime Custons form
China's greatesr international and
national. financial usset ey ur ; Ot Eap Peki i
led in their 2t -Th_f‘ ‘r‘l‘: pius availavle for Peking’s admin-
I.t;.rst place,’ feutlfnnre[}-’ mt N sirative expenditnre |
st - , for the serv s T - E '
pamber of forsi ncob;?:m;”ce y ',d: | Sun Yat--en, who has for yearsi
Ludi Sy g gations. in “enat covetous eyes on the Cantonf
cluding the Russo-Freach and the (' T ; atee |
AngloGiaruan  Loans cod t Juoms revenues, hay NOw b
the payme £ tgan:'- rmrb o nounced his determination, within
; payment o e Sins-japauese “‘the next few Jdavs.” to seize the
i War Indemnity, the Boxer In- 5 ) |
'rlémnity and a namb £ h Canton Custowms revenue, and to
'n‘on.xmitu;eurs ab-':lﬁ1 EI‘; 10‘”;31 “order the Commissioner of (us-
el s “z_d . _And lhe roms to pay him ail revenues fromii
Sl -‘t‘f:_' . 3}11;5_'-1’5- .a tf“‘- discharging Kwangtung.”” [f the Commission-
-:fm' {h:'?gé:v'lé;ut}o&} i e%rmarl'\e.a er refuses he intends to ask some-
:Loux;a : dlc. oh ina's omestic: one (unspecified) to have him re-
ision of the Tuspecmr-Gonerals Tn  Daced. It is ot m D e
all the cx'ilseslthrget };)rx-vht?n]: Chi 5 npinion, mecewmry fo notify the
ihas .passed sinee 1%%1 th»elcC st ma.. C""Sul:" beforehand, as “‘the money‘
L nas ‘have 1 USOMLS belonging to Kwangtung was not,
revenues have been preserved in- their aguir.”’ His excuse for seiz-
'Fa"t"‘) 3(]1210‘1.‘3’11' for a few 'months ing the Customs revenues is that
o 1919-20, w f 2 ; ; e
- \‘.)ultth ;,twhexip a Qontederac}' tff money collected in Kwangtunyg 1s
esisted _tem' rovinees actually being used by Peking to make war
; SX12LE0 _Xl h headquarters at Can- upon that Province
tton, a definite percentage of re- i . ¥
X S , At the present moment Sun Yat-
venue releases was allotted to the; P ,

» 5 5 e -hoe has erpetual f
Canton’ Government : en, who has been a perpetw
Nt 20Ut trouble-maker ever since he re-|.

- Western_(gnfederacy ed t

: ster acy _ceas 0_ex- i ; e

L. rurned to China at the end of 1911
ist when the Sun Yat-sen vern- :

T =G is mainfaivine a precarious foot-

hold in Canton and the vicinity,
by means of mercenary troops,
mostly Yunnanese. _To pay these
mercenaries he has indulged in an
orgy of oppression , which makes|
ieven the exactions of the North-j
ern militarists seem -mild. in com-
parison. Private property has hHeen
ruthlesslv seized. and sold to the
Lighest bidder. on the pretence:
that there was some defect in title..
Persons of all classes have been
impressed . into military service,
‘and compelléd to buy immunity.
‘Revenues are reported to have been:
raised by means of tases on gamb-|

: . ling. on brothels, and om opium.:,
be supplemented by substantial The population of Canton, groan- ;

grants from the Salt Gabelle, the| ing under an oppressjon such as it
------ : has never experienced before, rven;

[he National Con-
©lidated Loan Service was in-
augufated, by Presidential Man-|
date, on” April 1, 1922, arrange-|
ments being authorized - whereby |
the surplus Customs funds ‘should

RAHRM
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when the Kwangsi militarsts were
m power. has shown its exaspera-
tion by successive strikes and other
forms of pussive resistance.  But
the champion of Chinese demoe-
racy has merely redoybled his al-
ready frantic offorts to raise funds,
And now. in spite of wunotheial
warnings from the Foreign Ton-.
suils. he huas decided, having ex-|
hansted ail other means of ratsineci
fulds. ™o appropriate to his own
wse  the Customs Revenues of
Kwanetung. -

There are various measures, for-
cible and otherwise, which ard at
the disposal of the Treaty Powers
tor dealing with this attempt to
Jdisinteerate the Customs. We o

not here prooose to zo into details,
been care-!
tully ¢ons~idered from time to tinie,

which mnst svreiv- have

when threats to seize the Customs
revenues have been made at Canton
and elsewhere. Tt is our purpose
anly to urge that measures. for-
sible  or otherwise, sutficiently
drastie to check Dr. Sun's aud-
acity, be warried Into etfect the
moment he attempts his raid upon
the Customs. The Situation has

completely changed  since 1919,
when the Diplomatic Body sanc-
rtoned 2 compromise, wherebv

12,7 per cent. of the Customs sur-
plus xax allotted to the Canrton
Government, The Jatter was _then
the v fucto Government of a
Sonth-Western Confederacy. = The
Peking (Government was actually,

owing to the high rate of exch.nﬁ,m

drawine substantial surplus re-
venues from the Customs, and
using them solely for its own “bene-
fit. Canton had a genuine griev-

ance. To-duy Dr. Sun is not the
head of a de facto administration
of Kwangtung. He is a_ despot
who retains a precarious hold upown
the city of Canton and its envirous
by means of . Yunnanese mercen-
aries. He and his hirelings have
despoiled the city of nearly every
dollar "it can find, to prosecute
hostilities, not a.gn.mst the North-
ern Govemment but 7. aga.mst a
Kwangtung army. There is no

Customs surplus to distribute, after

China’s n.muvml and mtem‘l.tlonnI' H
oblicutions have bedn met. And

the inrerests of Ching hﬂ'\elf and” ! l

!

of the Treaty Powery dt.‘m..lnd thut
there ~iall be no tampering with'
the Customs admcinistration. = If!
Dr. Sun 1s permirtted to misappro-.
priate the Customs revenues “at
Canton the thin end of the wedé&
will huve been inserted, and \‘we.
must expect to see t.he whole 4abﬂc
of the Customs s dmntegmfe.
What Dr. Sun can ‘do in Canton;

some other pohilcal Jack-in-office
will think he can do'With Jmpumi'y

in Swatow, or Jn*Pnlhm in er—— =
chow or in \mgpo An, Shanszhal or :

in Hankow. The mtegnty of theﬂ
Customs Adm1msfra.tlon 'must *,3
all costs be preserved. -If D)..,
Sun  chooses to  proceed with' h

plans for disrupting it so m.u

the worse for “him, {‘The lep
sentutives of .the: Treaty “Power
cannot afford to’ lgnar '
sions ; they cannot if, the’&h.re; &
desirous of proiectmg lilmu mt&
of their nationals;“apd “in
run, of pmmotmgi% 8
herself, ignore Canton’s ¢

in such & manner that Ca.nton.r, 1
soon be relieved of ﬂ;e pigser Ce

this pe\hlun: agn.tator ‘2n -£u;:!
that on’ this occnslqn» heSwill g8
be safely trausported to Hongkorl
en route to hls boft-hole in g; ¥4

hai, b\y a toxewn w&rshi\ %?ﬂ;ﬁh.

wﬂden(-e in’ anys
ment of Concessi¢
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nntsln Monday, Dec.

E LEGATIONS AND'
CANTON.

THE Dxplum.m( Body has, we

think, acted \\1aelv i lr*leas-
ing for publication the correspond-
ence that has passed between the
foreign Authoriiies and the Canton
Government, regarding the propos-
ed seizure of the Canton Customs. |
The despatches and the ,memor-
anda, communicated to the Doyen
of the Comsular Body at Canton.
Sir Jumes W. Jamieson, K.C.).G.
were penned by Mr. Wu Chan-chu,

a son of the late Dr. Wu Tinz-
futig. and a British Bhrrister at
Law.: They probably, ,therefore,

put the case for Sun Yat-sen as
ably. and incidentally, as specious-
ty, as it can possibly be put. We!
need not here recapitulate Mr.'
Wu's arguments, which can be
read, by those intereste :d, elsewhere
in this issue. The Cantou Govern-
ment claims not only the share ot
the ““South-Western Provinces’’ of
the total Customs surplus, but also
arrears alleged to be due to these
Provinces from March 1920—when
the arrongement wunder which
Canton received 13.7 of the surplus
came to an end—up to the preseant
date. A beautifully compiled
budget. showing how Sun Yat-sen
would spend- ‘51’.’,900 000 on public!
works, education, and the suppres-
sion of piracy, it only he could!
carry through his bluff, is append-!
ed. The demand for the allocation
to Canton of the share of the Cus-
toms Revenues of the South-West-:
ern Provinces, together with the
elaborate memoranda explaining
the grounds on which the demaad
was baaed and the purposes upon!
. which the money would be spent, '
was ‘sent to the British Consul-
General at Canton on September
5. 1923. No reply having been,
vouchsafed by the Diplomatic Body’
a further memorandum, containing
supplementary - arvuments, - wag;

handed to Sir James Jamieson on
October 23rd. The Dxplomatzc
Body at Peking, however, rema.ln-~
ed inactive un.tll December 1"
when, on learning that Sun Yat—
sen had ¢ thxeatened to take over

temporarily the administration ¢
the Chive.e Maritime Customs at
Cantoa, ' they telegraphed to the
Senior Consul ‘‘that in the eveat
of anyv such attempt being "wmade
they will take such forcible mea-
sures as they m'n deem fit, to meet:
the situation.”” In a supplement-!
ary despatch it is pointed out thai
the Powers, signatories of the 191
Protocol derived therefrom “the‘I
right to ensure the priority of the!
payment of interest and amortiza-
tion of certain foreign loans secur-
ed ou the Customs revenues pre-
vious to 1901, and of the payment
of interest and amortization of the
Indemnity mentioned in Article VI
thereot. but no treaty right has
been conferred upon them to deci e
to what purpose the Central Gov-
ernment shall use the funds which
at the end of each year shall re-
main at the disposal of that Gov-
ernment after the services of the
said loans and indemnity shall have

been entirely provided for.”” Re-
ference is also made to the Agree-
ment. of (012 unden which the

Diplomatic Body ‘‘were practically
appointed rrustees of the Maritime
, Customs revenues for rhe protection
tof the above mentioned oblign-
)tmx‘ hut that agreement did not
confer upon the Diplomatic Bodyx

|the power to allocate aurplub v
The 19 Q-

[an_ arrangement reac

e Canton and the Rekinrﬂ gfr_overp-
Ients. 1p wlich the Diplomatic
v neither took the anjtiptige
00T acted as intermedjaries

The situation. therefore, appears
to be this: that if Sun Yat-sen de-
sires to obtain what he claims to
be (anton’s share of the Customs
surplus he must reach an agree-
ment with the I sking Government

to that effect; seizure of or

lel)'_‘

ZIAaENH
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actual intgrference with, the (us- - position would arise which would:
toms Administration in the South provide a strong incentive to grasp-
will be forcibly resisted by the ing politicians to indulge in local

Powers interested. Inasmuch as revolutions all over the country in
the enrire Custems swplus, arier order to secure their share nf the
neenw D -Dexer Loun clapoes. | swag.”’ Thq agreement of Jan-

and Boxer Indemnity obligatings. uary 30, 1912 for the establishment
Mo~ heen ecarmarked foy (hy sersiwe of a Commission of Bankers to re-

Laamd N3}

~ .

gy o~ Doestie Toaus 1y
not the remiotest possibilirg et
the Perxine {rovernmenr_will onsef
Sun Yat-sen s wishes. Little or no
sympathy need be wasted upon Sun

ceive the Customs Revenues, which;
virtually constituted the Diplo-l
matic Body—to whom quarterly re.|
ports showing the appropriation ofl
the revenue” received have to b

0 farnished—Trustees, was intended]
social, educational, and public!to prevent this kind of thing, and
works’ projects may be prepured|maintain the integrity of the Cus-
for the purpose of hoodwinking the:toms Service. Loan and indemnity
Diplomatic Body, but everyone obligations secured on the Customs,
knows that if the present Canton obviously could not be met if t-h’

Yat-sen. Wonderful budgets for

Dictator obtained $12,900,000 or Customs service were disrupted,|"

eveu a fraction thereof, the greater and it were left to the whims of

part of it would go towards foment-
ing internal strife. The demand

ea.ch.' away by its audacit

described as a ‘‘te

gically, if he is entitled even tq
arrears dating from his return ta
Canton in 1923, Chen Chiung-ming
ought to receive proportionate
arrears for the period during whic
Sun Yat-sen was skulking in th
French Concession at Shanghal.
{o_other words, _the. Diplomati
Body would, if thev took any han
e actual allocation of the
oms _surplus, s
e number of polit

tans_they would have to subsidize
in.order that t 1C. ntinue
to nght eq ther. Any ‘“‘patriot’’
who securgd temporary possession
of Amo: i -af Foochow or

01, wit of armé§

ans, would haye as good a

Ta1 i_ta.a share of the
Customs surplys a3 _Sun  Vat-sen.

S

from be dealt with.
‘"-;rgven.ues as a whole, not a pro rata
‘ isiza- contribution from Canton, Shang-

- zec Y hai, ‘Huukow, Tientsin, etg., were
w_an.d:_bmﬂa&mtpledg& as: security for the Japan-
wassuspended,”’ almost takes one'sege Indemnity loans, and the Boxer
y. Indemnity. The Trusteeship of the

d instead of coming under the direct
| control of the Inspector Generul,
¢ were controlled by politicians or
cliques in temporary occupation of

;individual ‘‘patriots’’ to decid

{how the Customs revenues should
..The Customs

Diplomatic Body would become
ludicrous if the Customs revenues,|

the districts wheremn the Treaty
Ports are situated.

Sun Yat-sen makes a great point
of the earmarking of the surplus
revenues of the Customs for the
service of China's domestic loaus,
trading, of course, upon the
protests which have teen lodged by
the legations against a project by
which dubious duinestic obligations
have been given priority over a
number of unsecured foreign debts.
The Diplomatic Body, however,
“are in no way.concerned with the
service of these loans, which was
instituted without their previously
having been consulted.” By far
the greater puit of these domestic
loan bonds are held by Chinese
banks and individuals, and any at-

tempt at this juncture to tamper

SR
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virhy the Consotidured Lean Servies which was aceepted onlv after the | b
wonlii have lh astrens nancial ve- (Chinese nvleuntmn hadl  sivsn ﬁ =
abts inoall parts of China. The speeific assurances  that China t—_'f~'1
net that E!Zi“ Loan Service Centertained no desive to interfere
!}:.nufhm‘(l m splte ot with the present administration of
e chronic dnancial dificuliies of the Maritime Customs, which was |
the Peking Government, prevents cenerallv considered to be efficient!
the .~u1pma Customs revenues from and satisfaetory. nor to 1m,\n,,“,i
beine used t»  finance military with the devotion of the funds of!
operations against the  South. the  Maritime Customs to  the:
Thers are tumours, alreads, that llf[llld-lhon of foreien loans wtmed'
fotlowine Sun Yar-sen ~ bad _ex- thereon.’ i
ample Chane Tso-lin 15 voutem- OTHER NOTE FROM SUN
Slatinge o rald on the Manchuri YAT-SEN.
("ustoms_revenues, [ Sun Yt ’j . -
Yen ohce established a precedenr in “WITLI, NOT RESORT TO !

face of the warnine< or the Treatyt
Fowers. we should ind one of thet
Chihli cliques faking over the Cus-

toms revenues of Tientsin and
Chinwaengtao, the Shantung au-

thorities doin: the same at Tsing-
tao, Niangsu and Chekiane fichr-
e for the Cumstoms revenues at
Shanchat, a_nd militarists all over
the country comneting for* the
Customs rvevenues of other Treaty
Ports. The unitv of the Customs
administration which Sun Yat-sen
has the effronterv to pretend is the
canse of internal strife ojerates. in
actual fact, as a strone check upon
civil war. ,
nrevent China's militarists rom
‘.Q‘htin'1 each nther, at the moment,
but they can and must he prevent-
ed from diszsipating in futile civil
wars the one source of revenue
which bhas <o far remained intact.
and which. when reconstruction.
accompanied by the raising of the

import dutv. ecan bhe carried
through. will form the sheet-
anchor of China's finances. Of all

ithe mischief Sun Yat-zen lhas done,
ior attemnted to do, since China
lLecame cursed with his activities
the attemnt to raid the Customs
revenues iz the most dangerous.
uot only to foreign interests, bus
to those of Chinu herself. I it had
succeeded it would have ipvolved
the abrogation of one of the most
important, and potentially the most
constructive, of the Whshington
Treaties. namely the Nine Power
(Chinese Customs Tariff Treaty.

Norhing ean actunily

FORCE."”

{Through Reuter’'s Agency.) 1
Peking, Dee. 16.

Dr Sun Yat-sen has submitted to ‘
the Consular Bodv Canton, for thej
information of the Diplomatic Bod.H
at Peking, yet another communica-i!
ticn rega.rdmg’ the Maritime Customs,
at Canton. He now states that on;

the 19th ipstant_ the expiration oT;
the fourteen davs’ waurning he gave:

0 the omatic Bodvy n S|
td request the Canton Commissioner

of Customs ta turm over to him tlsea

Tocal customs revenue. adding that
he will not r t ce if hi %

A& will not resort to force if his re
quest is resisted by the Customs.
Meanwhile the foreign Naval forces
in the Scuth are continuing their pre-
paraticns to deal with the situation
in the event of Dr. Sun carrying out
his earlier threats. Your of the siv
American destroyers that recently
reached Hongkong from Manila have
gone on to Canton with marines on
bcard, and a British gunboat sent
back to Hongkang for the purposel
has returned to Canten with British
marines. These vesscls are anchored

near the Customs station.

A
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)(CONSULAR BODY'S
WARNING.

NO FORCING ENTRY TO
CUSTONS HOUSE.

SUN REPORTED TO HAVE
“DISMISSED"” COMMISSIONER.

Hengkong, Dec. 16.

The Consular Bedvy  at  Canton
met on December 12th to receive
the Pcking Diplamatic body’s tele-
gruphic reply to Sun Yat-sen’s com-
municaticn to the Canton Comsular
body regarding the taking over ot
the Canton Customs.

were also present.

1t is stated that tfe Diplomatic
Corps’ reply was evasive.

After the meeting -the Consular
body addressed a communication to
the command=r of Sun Yat-sen's
troops warhing the ccmmander to
use cautich in handling his troops
and theat he should not employ force
for occupation Gf the Customs

House ws the matter was now with- -

in the sphere of diplomacy.

#A report which cannot be confirm-
ed says that Sun Yat-sen notified the
Commissicoer of Customs fhat the
latter and his staff could quit since
the Canton Government did not re-
cognise them and purpose ta super-
sede them with their own appoin-
tees.—Reuter. )

The Com- -
manders of the foreign gunboats °

Hongkeng, Dec. 18.
The Kwangtung Rehabilitation
Scciety in Canton circularised the
city stating that owing to the in.
dignation of the people over the
actions of the foreign Governments
in sending gunboats to Canton to
demonstrate their refusal to return
& -share of the Customs Surplus, a
Cemmittee organised by the people
of this province urge the Government
to take action and seize the Customs
surplus.
A mass meeting will be held in
Canton to-day.—Rauter.
Peking, Deec. 17.
Foreign reports indicate that the
mass meeting held at Canton last

night to express indignation over the

action of the Foreign Powers in send..

ing warships to Canton to prevent
the threatened seizure of the Cus-

toms by orders Dr. Sun Yat-sen pass-
ed off quietly, although a number of
inflammatory speeches were delivered.
The majority of the leaders present
expressed the opinion that Dr. Sun
Yat-sen should persist in his demands
for the control of the Customs.
There are now at Canton six Amer-
ica. five Britishk, two French, two
Japanese, and one Portuguese war-
ships: The Italian cruiser Calabric
by reason of her greai draught could
not proceed up river, but a tug was
chartered and conveyed Italian mar-
rines to Canton, :

[AAXA



