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Suomo Grand Canyon

Starting from Chengdu and taking the National Highway 317, passing through Miyaluo and Zhegu Mountain Tunnel, and then
going downhill from its west exit, one will immediately be greeted by the sight of Suomo Grand Canyon in Maerkang County. In
Tibetan language, “Suomo” means “numerous outposts™ or “Emperor’s Comb”. Located in Maerkang County, Aba Tibetan Qiang
Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province, this Canyon, up to nearly 100km, is characterized by beautiful natural landscape and
unique human landscape.

Originating from the Chazhen Mountain of Hongyuan and located in the upper reaches of Yangtze River Basin, Suomo River
flows from highland grassy marshland to long canyon, boasting different sceneries in four seasons. In spring, rhododendron bursts
into bloom, delicate and charming; in summer, trees are shooting out buds and gradually growing into luxuriant woods; in.autumn,
mountain peaks casts off green, and woods look dyed; in winter, snow is falling, making it a silvery white world.

Suomo Grand Canyon almost remains the same as what was depicted by Isabella, a British traveler in her Travelogue
from Yangtze River Basin over a hundred years ago: “The canyon scenery here reminds me of some beautiful scenery in Rocky
Mountains in the U.S.A, and various plants and bluish green usnea of at least 5 feet in length pendant on the trees make the scenery
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here even better.” “What we’ve seen is a giant castle in violet and golden colors, and here is the residence of the Suomo Chieftain—

the ruler of this heavenly place.”
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Travel routes of Maerkang
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Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence

Even to this day, in Zhuokeji within Suomo Grand Canyon, there has preserved in good condition a
magnificent Chieftain’s Residence dating back to several hundred years ago. In 1930s, Zhuang Xueben took a
snapshot of the grand scene of cheerful Guo Zhuang Dance in Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence, making public to
the world the Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence in deep and big ravines for the first time.

Zhuokeji Chieftain, a hereditary title, sustained for seventeen generations or 665 years, which is equivalent
to a fourth rank in the hierarchy of official positions. At the end of thirteenth century, Yuan Dynasty witnessed
that the Jiarong area was governed by an 18-chieftain leadership, and that Maerkang was divided into four
jurisdictions, which were respectively governed by Suomo, Zhuokeji, Songgang and Dangba Chieftains,
historically known as “Four Chieftains™ area. It is also a typical example of the chieftain system practiced in
Yuan Dynasty.



In 1984, following the footprints of the American writer Edgar Snow, the author of Red Star Over China, Salisbury, another American
writer, visited Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence, praising it as “a pearl in the oriental architectural history”. Near the mountain and by the
river, this magnificent Chieftain’s Residence faces south, characterized by its quadrangle courtyard layout, column-and-tie structure, and
combining residential and religious building features, presenting the castle building style.

Chieftain’s Residence witnessed the painstaking history of the Long March of Red Army in June 1935. After joining forces, First Front
Army and some officers and soldiers from Fourth Front Army arrived at Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence. Mao Zedong, Zhu De and Zhou
Enlai lived in this Residence. Mao Zedong even exclaimed over this Residence of exquisite layout in such words that “Zhuokeji Chieftain’s
Residence is comparable to Mei Dock in ancient times”.

It is right here that Communist Party of China convened the Standing Committee of the Political Bureau Meeting with the highest
profile since Zunyi Meeting; that the Red Army College officially resumed classes in Songgang; that the Tibetan people gave everything
to interpret the flesh-blood relationship between Chinese revolution and the masses with highland barley and yak; and that a great many
outstanding Tibetan young people have emerged, such as Tian Bao, Sha Na, Meng Teer, etc.
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Panorama of Zhuokeji Chieftain’s Residence
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Chicftain’s Residence in the Glow

of the Setting Sun
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