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Abstract: In the historical process of nation construction in modern
China, the traditional Chinese doctrine of Tian-xia ( a political world
philosophy in terms of All-under-heaven) and the Yi-xia distinction ( Sino-
barbarian dichotomy ) still dominated Chinese thinkers in modern times as
important historical frameworks. However, under the impact of western
thinking, they developed modern variations. The Tian-xia doctrine, which

considers Chinese civilization as its core, has been transformed in to a theory of
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civilization which regards the west as the center. The Yi-xia distinction, which
is characterized by cultural sinocentrism, has mutated into racism based on
Social Darwinism. Between extreme cosmopolitanism and extreme nationalism,
there is logical space for temperate cultural nationalism and neo-
cosmopolitanism. The complicated interaction and crisscross among them have
had a profound influence on the nation-state identity in modern China. As the
core of the nation-state identity, Chinese nation was a conception of state. It’s
worth noting that, on the one hand, there is historical relationship between the
Han Chinese nationality and the Chinese Nation, which are respectively
referred to as a nationality and state, and on the other hand, we need to respect
the historical existence and cultural dignity of other nationalities and other
ethnic groups within the Chinese nation.

Key words: Tian-xia doctrine  Yi-xia distinction theofy of civilization

racism state Chinese nation
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