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1. Water Shortage
K B ek

ol's)
. ©
M EiRIC O
drought / draut / n. T5 famine / 'fzemin / n. Y7
irrigation / iri'geifon / n. ##t  depression / di'prefon / n. H:Hh
coordinate / kau's:dineit /v. #ME  by-product 87§

Humanity uses a little less than half the water available
worldwide. Yet occurrences of shortages and droughts are
causing famine and distress in some areas, and industrial and
agricultural by-products are polluting water supplies. Since the
world’s population is expected to double in the next 50 years,
many experts think we are on the edge of a widespread water
crisis.

But that doesn’t have to be the outcome. Water shortages do
not have to trouble the world—if we start valuing water more than
we had in the past. Just as we began to appreciate petroleum more
after the 1970s oil crises, today we must start looking at water
from a fresh economic perspective. We can no longer afford to
consider water a virtually free resource that we can use as much
as we like in any way we want. Instead, for all uses except the
domestic demand of the poor, governments should price water to
reflect its actual value. This means charging a fee for the water

itself as well as for the supply costs.
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Governments should also protect this resource by providing
water in more economically and environmentally sound ways. For
example, often the cheapest way to provide irrigation water in
the dry tropics is through small-scale projects, such as gathering
rainfall in depressions and pumping it to nearby cropland.

No matter what steps governments shall take to provide water
more efficiently, they must change their institutional and legal
approaches to water use. Rather than spread control among
hundreds or even thousands of local, regional, and national
agencies that watch various aspects of water use, countries should

set up central authorities to coordinate water policy.
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Since the world’s population is expected to double in the next 50
years, many experts think we are on the edge of a widespread water crisis.

FEABH2HFADESE SOFENLSB—F, FE2ERIA
HBEMNE 24T 8 HKELAZ%,

Wa]FEEMHT, &R —4H since 5| R RBEARIFE N4,
“since the world’s population is expected to double in the next 50 years”
BURERE, FEHN “many experts”, IHIEAN “think”, EiGfHA)
F “we are on the edge of a widespread water crisis” 524,

be expected to: i\ Ky; Uk

He was expected to be the top student in his class.

filiid £ BHA R RIE EBAFHEAE

on the edge of: LbgE -+ E(Jﬁlﬁ

He seemed to be poised on the edge of Hollywood success.
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2. Green Buildings
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masterpiece / 'mazstapizs / n. NE
architecture / 'akitekt [a / n. BEH#
incredibly / in'kredobli / adv. bl ; A
enormous / i'no:mas / adj. KK ; HERH)
emission / i'mifon / n. HERL; HEH
crack / kraek /v. FF3; BH
property / 'propati / n. WAF=; ¥Er=

When we think of green buildings, we tend to think of new
ones the kind of high-tech, solar-paneled masterpieces that make
the covers of architecture magazines. But the U.S. has more than
100 million existing homes, and it would be incredibly wasteful
to tear them all down and replace them with greener versions.
An enormous amount of energy and resources went into the
construction of those houses. And it would take an average of 65
years for the reduced carbon emissions from a new energy-efficient
home to make up for the resources lost by destroying an old one.
So in the broadest sense, the greenest home is the one that has
already been built. But at the same time, nearly half of U. S.
carbon emissions come from heating, cooling and powering our
homes, offices and other buildings. “You can’t deal with climate
change without dealing with existing buildings,” says Richard
Moe, the president of the National Trust.

With some exceptions, the oldest homes tend to be the least
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energy-efficient. Houses built before 1939 use about 50% more
energy per square foot than those built after 2000, mainly due to
the tiny cracks and gaps that expand over time and let in more
outside air.

Fortunately, there are a vast number of relatively simple
changes that can green older homes, from historic ones like
Lincoln’s Cottage to your own postwar home. And efficiency
upgrades (7 4) can save more than just the earth; they can

help protect property owners from rising power costs.
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But the U.S. has more than 100 million existing homes, and it would
be incredibly wasteful to tear them all down and replace them with
greener versions.

BR, XERALEHEE, MRLXEET LI,
B AR 2Z A R E TR, IR 2304 SR —FIBR K IR 5%

AA) R “incredibly” FIASRLF, FIEAREZE, T
AIFHIES.

tear down #fR; 4L

All the old buildings must be torn down before the end of the month.
XA H IR Z RTETA M1 B FERE 7k




