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Understanding of Painting

| Basic skills - learn to be “not knowing”

There is a famous statement by an ancient artist Zheng Bangiao, “It is hard to be confused”, learning to be smart
is a progress in Life but it demands more sophisticated skills to pretend to be confused when actually smart.
Pretending is like acting. At it is exceptional if a person can play a role of other’s naturally in order to deceive people,
There were many examples in ancient times when ambitious careermen could not fulfil their goals, due to their
inability of pretending to be confused or failure in making the prefense convincing. They could not get rid of the
momentum smartness brought about and consequently, could not master the sophisticated social skills.

“It is hard to be confused”. not only is a conclusion of Zheng Banqiao, but also can be applied to the practice of
Chinese Painting and calligraphy, The basic skills, such as dots, strokes, scratches, rubs, ticks, profiles, splashes and
dyes are what a layman need to learn in order to become a master, It demands accumulation of experiences and
inprovement of skills, For a master, who is Preficient with a brush, it is even harder to express easiness of painting
and the natural harmony of the work as a whole, Professional singers would hardly burst their voices on every line,
experienced actors wouldn't find it easy to play idiots, nor would masters of painting imitate the drawings of children
without unconscious display of their professional skills, All of these are a demonstration of the influence of one’s
stubborn self.

The basic skills of painting and calligraphy lies in everyday practice, More specifically, it is an accumulated habit of
the wary one paint or write with his hands, and the intensity of the habit represents the levels of his skills, as a result,
it is a much bigger challenge to escape the restrictions of the habit while applying it and in the meantime, render the
habit multi - faceted and all - round. In order to master skills of a higher level, the grasp of habit and learning to be
“not knowing” are two musts.

Il Style - never to be pursued diliberately

Artworks are always a blend of the artists’ ideas, emotions, characters, accomplishments and skills, Styles vary
with the artists’ experience and personality. Personality is formed by inheritage and environment. Different people
have different appearance, pensonality and accordingly different sense of aesthetics. There is close relation between
the works and the artists, with the works’ straucture, bule, contrast, lines, patterns and contents in relation to the
artists’ stature, facial features, sense organs and personality. A person’s physical features are the basis of his senses
and aesthetic values, so the saying goes “A picture is like its creator”. In addition, environment contnibutes to the
elements of pensonality. People in the south grow up. with springs, bamboo bridges, delicate buildings and beautiful
waterways, which allow them to be smart and elegant; by contrast, people of the north ane normally tough and
outgoing as they grow up on the vast grassland and deserts, Thus came the delicate and elegant painting of the
south school as well as the tough and expressive painting of the north school.

Styles stem from corresponding pensonality and the latter is the mother of the former. Style represents personality.
Styles are different. from forms. Form varies and style should not be pursued deliberately. Form serves contents,
language expresses emotions and style lies in between.

Il Flavocer Breath - to be natural

The scent of wine can only be intoxicating if the wine is brewed out of perfecf ingredients. A person can only be
2 master of his skills i his life is full of experiences, inspirations and understanding, Good wine gives off tempting
scent, whilst masters impress people with respectable dignify. So is painting. Paintings represent the artists’ ideas,
emotions and temperament. Different temperaments bring about different flavours of works. Temperament is closely
related to styles and styles stem from temperament. Form, language, structure, hue and the way artist uses his
foots are manifestation of the artist’s figure, skills and clothes, Above all, the style is the most comprehensive
representation of the artist’s temperament. So style has the most inportant aesthetic value.

However, excellent wines always have quieting flavour and wisest men normally appear to be common. So best
paintings are serene in style, Yet such serenity is out of ordinary, which is a serenity refined from nature, elevated
and dissolved in nature again. Such serenity blends with naturalness and if embodies natural beauty, which is the
queen of all beauty.

IV A boundary - with no limits

The world has become a global village in which cultures of the west and orient meet and blend. People of common
pursuits strive for development of painting, with Chinese paintings absorbing essence of western paintings and
western ones introducing Chinese features. Schools of paintings, westernor oriental, entangled with each other
promoting new trends in this era.

Chinese people may dye their hair blond but they cannot change the colour of their eyes; western people may
wear Qi-Pao but they are still outgoing. If painters only alter their language pattern and structures of colours, they
could only be superficiall; at most, they would be mixture and restructure, Of course, innovation is preferred but the
key point is improvement in quality.

Over thousands of years, it is considered the highest pursuit to become gods by means of practising Buddhism
teachings and Taoism doctrines, But actully - such pursuits are which block p . Progress of
human culture has always been mystified by such concepts and is restricted from further development and
breakthrough. Accordingly, painters may be short - sighted and cannot produce artworks that match their expectation.
When can paintings become divine? Recent development of science allow us to see atoms and electrons, cells and
genes. Material science, physiological science, and ical science exert deep impact on art creation.
The concept of matter in traditional philosophy needs redefining. The existence of matter is only the prejudice of
human eyes. | would like to innovate and explore the eyes, concepts and thinkings of painting in this new era with
people of common interests.

| would appreciate any suggestion to my opinions mentioned above.

Mao Yunan
Lan Yue Mansion
Beijing Dec. 2001
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