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Legation of the
United States of America

Peking, August , 1928,
No.

Excellency:

I have the honor to inform you that the Governments of Ger-
many, the United States of America, Belgium, France, Great Britain,
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, South Africa,. The Irish Free State,
India, Ttaly, Japan, Poland. and Czechoslovakia have this day signed in
Paris a treaty binding them to renounce war as an instrument of na-
tional policy in their relations with one another and to scek anly by
pacific means the settlement of or solution of all disputes which may
arise among them.

This treaty, as Your Excellency is aware, is the outcome of negotia-
tions  which commenced on June 20, 1927, when M. Briand. Minister
for Forcign Aflairs of the French Republic, submitted to my Govern-
ment a draft of a pact of perpetual friendship between France and the
United Ntates.  In the course of the subsequent negotiations this idea
was extended w0 as to include as original signatories of the anti-war
treaty not only France and the United States but also Japan, the
British  KEmpire and all the Governments which participated with
France and Great Britain in the Locarno agreements. namely. Belgium,
(‘zecho-slovakia, Germany, Italy, and Poland. This procedure met the
point raised by the British Government in its note of May 19, 1928,
where it stated that the treaty from its very nature was not one which
concerned that Government alone but was one in which that Govern-
ment could not undertake to paiticipate otherwise than jointly and
simultancously with the (lovernments in the Dominions and the
Government of India; it also settled satisfactorily the question whether
there was any inconsistency between the new treaty and the treaties
of Locarno, thus meeting the observations of the French Govern-
ment as to the necessity of extending the number of original signatories.

The decision to limit the original signatories to the Powers named

above. that is, to the United States, Japan. the paaties to the Locarno



treaties, the British Dominions, and India was based entirely upon
practical considerations. It was the desire of the United states that the
negotiations be successfully concluded at the earliest possible moment
and that the treaty become operative without the delay that would
inevitably result were prior universal acceptance made a condition
precedent o its coming into force. My Government felt, moreover,
that if these Powers could agree upon a simple renunciation of war as
an instrument of national policy there could be no doubt that most if
not all of the other Powers of the world would find the formula equally
acceptable and would hasten to lend their unqualified support to so
impressive a movement for the perpetuation of peace. The United
States has, however, been anxious from the beginning that no state
should feel deprived of an opportunity to participate promptly in the
new treaty and thus not only align itself formally and solemnly with
this new manifestation of the popular demand for world peace but
also avail itself of the identical benefits enjoved by the original signator-
ies. Accordingly, in the draft treaty proposed by it, the United States
made specific provision for participation in the treaty by any and
every Power desiring to identify itself therewith and this same provision
is found in the definitive instrument signed today in Paris. It will also
be observed that the Powers signing the treaty have recorded in
the preamble their hope that every nation of the world will participate
in the treaty and in that connection I am happy to be able to report
that my Government has already received from several Government
informal indications that they are prepared to do so at the earliest
possible moment. This convincing evidence of the world wide interest
and sympathy which the new treaty has evoked is most gratifying to

all the Governments concerned,

In these circumstances 1 have the honor formally to communicate
to Your Excellency for your consideration, and for the approval of
vour Government, it concurs therein, the text of the above-
mentioned treaty as signed today in Paris, omitting only that part of
the preamble which names the several plenipotentiaries: (here follows

the text of treaty).



The provisions regarding ratification and adherence are, as Your
Excellency will observe, found in the third and last Article. That
Article provides that the treaty shall take effect as soon as the ratifica-
tions of all the Powers named in the preamble shall have been deposit-
ed in Washington and that it shall be open to adherence by all the
other Powers of the world, instruments evidencing such adherence to be
deposited in Washington also. Any Power desiring to participate in
the treaty may thus exercise the right to adhere thereto and my
Government will be happy to receive at any time appropriate notices
of adherence from those Governments wishing to contribute to the
success of this new movement for world peace by bringing their peoples
within its beneficent scope. It will be noted. in this connection, that
the treaty expressly provides that when it has once come into force
it shall take effect immediately between an adhering Power and the
other Parties thereto, and it is therefore clear that any Government
adhering promptly will fully share in the benefits of the treaty at the

very moment it comes into effect.

I shall shortly transmit for Your Excellency’s convenient reference
a printed pamphlet containing the text in translation of M. Briand’s
original proposal to my Government of June 20, 1927, and the comp-
lete record of the subsequent diplomatic correspondence on the subject
of a multilateral treaty for the renunciation of war. 1 shall also trans-
mit, as soon as received from my Government, a certified copy of the
signed treaty.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to Your Excellency
the renewed assurance of my highest consideration.

(Signed) Mahlon F. Perkins.
His Excellency
Dr. C. T. Wang,
Minister for Foreign Affairs of the
Nationalist Government,

Nanking.
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September 13, 1928
Sir:

1 have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your communica-
tion dated August 27 in which the Government of the United States
of American presents for my consideration and for the approval of my
Government the text of a treaty that was signed on the same day in
Paris by the Governments of Germany, the United States of America,
Belgium, France, ireat Britain, Canada, Australia, New Zealand, Nouth
Africa, The Irish Free State, India, Italy, Japan, Poland, and (zecho-
slovakia binding them to renounce war as an instrument of national
policy in their relations with one another and to seek only by pacific
means the settlement or solution of all disputes which may arise among
them. 4

The ideals which are embodied in this treaty of extraordinary
significance are the foundation on which the national life of the Chinese
people is constructed, and T wish, therefore. immediately  to avail
myself of this opportunity to inform you that this impressive move-
ment for the perpetuation of universal peace and for the advancement
of world civilization, aroused our sympathetic interest from the very
beginning and that, in the present form as a definitive treaty, my

Government has decided to adhere to it without delay.

The Chinese Government and people feel deeply confident that the
interdependence of the different nations of the world is making it
increasingly manifest to all thinking minds that the renunciation of
war and a frank avowal of the need of friendly relations is the only
means to save civilization from the danger of destruction, we are,
indeed, brought before the supreme test whether. after those painful
experiences of a few years ago which still linger in our memory, we are
not yet convinced of the absolute necessity of a real spirit of mutual
co-operation to guide us in our national policies towards one another.
It is therefore a source of profound satisfaction to sce that this aetion
of momentous importance. so ably sponored by the United States of
America, is receiving universal response.

As you are aware, the whole conception of life amonyg my people



centres round the ideal of harmony. It is indeed difficult, if not impos-
sible, to find in all our thinkers a view of life which justifies conflict in
any form as the basis of a national policy, and 1 venture to think that
it is this idea of harmony and peace which accounts for the stability of
our civilization and the extraordinary length of our history. The pre-
sent treaty to renounce war is, in fact. a vindication of the teachings of
our revered ancestors. and especially as these teachings, which have
been amplified by our late leader Dr. Sun Yet-sen, so clearly embodied
in such noble principles as universal justice and “The Brotherhood of
Nations”, are also at the present moment being applied in the building
up of a new China, the Chinese people are prepared to join with
America and the other signatory Powers with more than the usual

enthusiasm in endeavoring to attain the noble ends of peace.

We are deeply sensible, however, that in order to make war really
impossible, it is necessary to eliminate all causes which are likely to
give rise to any international dispute, and to rigidly uphold the prin-
ciple of equality and mutual respect for territorial sovereignty among all
nations. My Government, therefore, firmly believes that the signatory
Powers will abide by the spirit of the present treaty and remove, at the
earliest opportunity, all of China’s unequal treaties and encroachments
upon her sovereignty, as for instance, the stationing of large numbers
of alien troops on her soil.  For it is clear that a free and independent
China is one of the most vital factors, whereby permanent world peace
may be promoted and strengthened.

I avail myself of this opportunity to extend to you the assurances

of my highest consideration.

.

(Signed) Chengting T. Wang.
Mr. Mahlon F. Perkins.
(‘harge d’ Affaires of the United States Legation.

Peiping.
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LE PRESIDENT DU REICH ALLEMAND, LE PRESIDENT
DES ETATS-UNIS D’AMERIQUE, SA MAJESTE LE ROI DES
BELGES, LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUBLIQUE FRANCAISE,
SA MAJESTE LE ROI DE (RANDE-BRETAGNE, DTRLANDE
ET DES TERRITOIRES BRITANNIQUES AU DELA DES MERS,
EMPEREUR DES INDES. SA MAJESTE LE ROI D'ITALIE, SA
MAJESTE LEMPEREUR DU JAPON. LE PRESIDENT DE LA
REPUBLIQUE DE POLOGNE, LE PRESIDENT DE LA REPUB-
LIQUE TCHECOSLOVAQUE,

Ayant le sentiment profond du devoir solennel qui leur incombe de

développer le bien-étre de 'humanité:

Persuadés que le moment est venu de procéder & une franche
renonciation a la guerre comme instrument de politique nationale afin
que les relations pacifiques et amicales existant actuellement entre leurs

peuples puissent étre perpétuées:

(‘onvaincus que tous changements dans leurs relations mutuelles
ne doivent étre recherclés que par des procédés pacifiques et étre réalisés
dans T'ordre et dans la paix. et que toute Puissance signataire qui cher-
cherait désormais & développer ses intéiéts nationaux en recourant a la

guerre devra étre privée du Fénéfice du présent Traité:

Espérant que. encouragées par leur exemple. toutes les autres na-
tions du monde se joindront & ces efforts humanitaires et, en adhérant
au présent Traité des quiil entrera en vigueur, mettront leurs peuples a
méme de profiter de ses bienfaisantes stipulations, unissant ainsi les na-

tions civilisées du monde dans



