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Preface : What’s America like?

Preface to Across the Ocean (Wang Ying : Editor in Chief of Sina North America)

Before | came to America, my fantasy about it was filled with scenes
from Hollywood movies: dining and wining, fancy houses, blue sky, cops
and robbers, open minds, nation of freedom and so on

In May 2005, | came to visit America for the first time, to cover Intel ISEF
(International Science and Engineering Fair) hosted in City of Phoenix,
Arizona. And the trip thus gave me a chance to visit several local middle
schools. The students there were in good manners and the sch:;ul:i‘
were well-equipped with various teaching instruments. And also that
the schools standing in such deserts turned out to be so modern and
advanced inside gave me the impression how strong and developed
America was.

In October, 2006, | was lucky to be assigned to work in the Silicon Valley
area of San Francisco, California in West America, Finally| got the chance
to get close to America, to feel, to ponder; to explore, what America was
really like.

After tiring procedures were final, my Jife was slowed down. This is a
society of rules and institutions. Individual rights and dignity 1s highly
protected, as well as peace of mind and fulfillment of faith. Enfolded by
rules and institutions, this strong society shelters people of happiness,
Like any other new-comer, at the start of my life in America 1 was advised
by many of my fellows to join the church so that | could get accustomed
to this land soon and gain selfless and enthusiastic help from many
American locals.

America Is a relatively typical religious’ nation, with Christianity as
established religion and basic system of ethics and morals based on

its creeds and doctrines. There are over 300,000 sites for religious

activities including Christian churches, Catholic churches, synagogues.
masques and others, The religious take up around 80% of tota-lz;mrimn
population. Lets take Bible, the doctrine for Chnstiamti{fhr example. its
position as one the best-sellers in US is never changed, with annual sale
as much as around 9 million. As Michael Novak, authority in American
realm of thought, once put it that-among three systems of politics,

economy and culture in America, the cultural system is still centered

-~ around Christian culture This still remains a mainstream viewpolnt.

The Constitution of the United States ensures the peoples religious
freedom. and the US gavermment adopts separation of church and
state, with bias on any re]ig_itfﬁ;-kgl_lgi(m also plays an active part in
American polities. Most American presiidmts are somehow related to
Protestantism For most constituents, whether a presidential candidate
goes to church every week is an essential element.

Diversity in religions probably {s the basic element for the cultural
diversity in America The fact that the US is an immigrant-friendly
country contributes a lot to this phenomenon. The entry of variewl
immigrarts brings along all kinds of religions. Of course, with
constitution protecting the peoples religious freedany, the strong legal
institution and law enforcement system lays a sound foundation for the
insurance of religious freedom.

A strong America is not just guaranteed by its economic power, military
power and high technology. the soundness and strictness of the
lawmaking system and law enforcement system is also essential. Many
of us know about America fram those cops and robbers on the sereen.

Hunter is one of the most well-known So far, cops and robbers is still



one hot genre for many TV series lovers. Just like [ see in my daily life,
enforcement officers are visible nearly every day on the highways, The
police plays an frreplaceable part in American daily life, from neighbor
disputes to homicides,

Federal police alone has over 80 types and every state has its own state
policemen (except Hawaii) And every local government (including county,
city, town and village) has its own police system. There are around
920,000 policemen in America, taking up 3.25% of the total population.
Municipal police is the biggest and most important component of the US
Iinsm.uttons_ Right now, fulltime police officers hired by municipal police
office take up three quarters of all the fulltime policemen in America.
starting from September of 2011, continual Occupy Wall Street protests
broke aut During this, the confrontation between the police and the
citizens is a perfect microcosm to study the real America. This incident
aroused in-depth reflections on f:li‘tds..q_f problems America Is facing
today. even on traditional American mai:mn;.an"fmnsciousnesx

Perhaps Occupy Wall Street can be described as the biggest wealth
equality campaign in American history This is a strike-back -f-‘r:or'ﬂ'the
left wing and the disadvantaged against the policies in favar of the
affluent. This campaign reflects thehidden contradiction of American
saciety. whether America is a finance-capitalism ruling nation or a
manufacturing based capitalism nation; whether it is pure marketing
economy or it should be shifted to be state-administrated: whether it
should emphasize on individual dedication or on falrness and society
supply b;gw soclety. The discussion and reflections brought by these
subjects were all presented i this campaiegn.

Since the financial tstinami in 2008, the whole America is facing
serious challenge. The recession pushed high unemployment rate in
America. especally that of the young. According to Washington Post. the
unemployvment rate of young people from 16 to 24 is 185%, nearly twice
the national average rate.

Five In San Franeisco, California and City of Oakland is in that area: In
January of 2012, angther fierce police-civilian conflict occurved, named
Oceupy Oakland. Around 400 people were arrested within the conflict,

Hiu Unnired Ststes of Aterica

rendering it the single with most arrested people within the Occupy
series,

City of Oakland in California is a beautiful port city with amiable climate,
Bhut it also vanks 6th among mr: 10 most dangerous cities in America,
Recent years have witnessed a controversial Incident: a police officer
killed an African American teenager when he was on duty The officer
did not get a hegvy senteénce and massive protests were aroused from
the African-Americans who took up one quarter of the population of
Oakland, followed by street fights,

Whoever has stayed or lived in America for a while are clearly aware that
when one meets the police and not follows their orders as told. the next
thing he is to expect might be bullets | believe from this ankle we can see
the American law-enforcers are to assume absolute power.

As the saying drama derives from life and goes above life' goes, the
popular cops and robbers scenes being so fabulous Is reasonable since
there Is no shortage of actual events in life as raw materials,

The United States bear the best, most beautiful and most secured cities,

= aswellas the most dangerous and most violent ones. This is best of times

and also the worst. However, this fact bothers not the people, who live by
their own bearings, their own wishes and minds, who to live their own
life:

America is rich, as proved by a GDP of 47132 dollars per capita in 2011
Apart from the developed west coast and east coast, nost areas are
relatively traditional. People ave leading family-centered life OF course,
even in west coast and east coast. for standard middle-class families in
American, peoples timetable is quite set.

In San Franeisco, the highways reached rush hours after 730 am while
after 7 pm, except Downtown, all the towns switch the silent night-
mode The streets are short of people.

America life is centered upon family. For all the activities, big or snall,
family will be regarded as the unit. :

Traditionally. Americans purchase for fanily order and happiness is
based on their religious bellef, Gods law on the marital law on man and

woman. Alexis de Tocgueville, famous French thinker regarded this kind
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of religious bellef as one of the secrets for American sticcess. He said,"'when
the American retires from the turmoil of public life to the bosom of his
family, he finds in it the image of order and of peace There his pleasures
are simple and natural, his joys are innocent and calm; and as he finds
that an orderly life is the surest path to happiness, he accustoms himself
easily to moderate his opinions as well as his tastes’

Most Americans still believe conjugal relationship and relationship with
thetr children is still the center of their life, the core of happiness.
Astandard American middle-class family: the husband is engaged in
positions like doctors, lawyers or engineers. or own his small family
husiness, or store, or works in the government or has anutherjnb that
provides steady income while the wife stays at home as a fulltime mom
after she has given hivth. Bevand the childrens school hours, the mothers
would send thelr children to all kinds of extracurricular classes. With

household to manger, the mothers schedule is pretty full,

American families are highly invalved with all kinds of community
activities. They go ta church of the community and participate in
volunteer work. Helping and watching for each other Is part of the
mainstream consclousness and culture in traditional America.

In March this year, a new classimate came to my sons kindergarten.
During my conversation with the kids mother on plans for summer
camps, the mother said that she would like to send the kid to the sport-
themed summer camp hosted by the comimunity center of the city
she was living in That's hecause, as she said, they had just moved to this
city, they wanted to get familiar with the community and the families
around, which was also part of the kids life.

Though the mainstream consciousness and values of America are still
old-fashioned but they keep changing as time goes by.

A lot of forms needed to be filled out when | was having baby in an
America hospital. | couldnt help noticing one detatl the blark for the
haby's father was titled as 'partner’, but not "hushand. Respect for
personal choice and individual is also a main eomposing part of values
and ethics of America.

Prom a smaller edge let’s take seeing the doctor as an example, the

patient is always meeting the doctors in a separate room so that privacy
1s well protected L

America spends as-much as 260 billion dollars on medical health care
every year, equally 18% of GDP That's to say, Fvery American citizen, male
or female elderly or voung, spends anmually over 8400 dollars on medical
health on average This kind of expense, however, did not bring equal
treatments to the people.

Many top hospitals are located i America, and also many small ongs
for the disadvantaged and charity nstitutes are also there. As American
cities of all levels are dived into different communities accardln?gi?: main
areas, many community activities are medical-concerned, mcludi_ng
periodic free diagnosts, in rest homes, and some even in fatrs hosted by
the community, .

What needs to be pointed oyt is thatcommunity church also plays an
pmportant part, The people in the community would do volunteer work

i i the.church, in periodic activities, like giving food to the homeless or

offering cheep lunch to senior citizens, or providing assistance in urgent
situations like five and fload.

The American medical syster'n' 'Ecntq[ns the bright side; as well as the
ineffective side. What President Ubal"n; trieg to achieve in the health
care bill he kept pushing was to include 95% of theAmerican aged below
65 into the medical insurance. When this bill becomes law, 32 million
American without medical insurance now would be insured The new
law would also prohibit insurance conmpanies from providing Insurance
for confirmed patient. I
The Suprente Court had an open trial in March of 2012 to determine
whether Obamas health care bill was agamst the Constitution. What
aroused the controversy was how the fund to support the bill came
from and another point was that everyone is required to purchase
medical insurance in 2004 or he is to be fined and pay the tax. Those for
this saidl that it was necessary to make this. compuilsory in rder to split
up the insurance expense for those millions American citizens who had
not bought health insurance. And those against this act matntained that

forcing the citizens to buy health insurance was Federal government’s



overdoing which was against the Constitution.
The problem of this is that America is a capitalism society that honors
marketing economy, which worries ‘nation-rin health cardcare’, would
Jeopardize free competition from the individual business and peoples
rights to choose. Itis in traditional American concept that one should go
against grand-goverpment as the government should not have power
beyond control. What worried the people is that the government, having
power on health care and life-related issues, would extend it to a grand
government.
All these problems entwined together become Americas major
headache right now The young people whe participated in Occupy Wall
Street were imsatisfied with the injustice of the society and protested
against the government's uncontrollable monitor over the gréedy Wall
* Street bankers and against-the government’s impotency in the high
unemployment rate for the yo'.;é'ﬁbanlg On the contrary, the yearning
and desire for freedom and independemé‘ is craved in the Americans
mind as well as alert and distrust to fated supremacy. Combined with
the fact that the grand government became impediment to soeal
and economic development, this issue has caused a complex that the
Americans have never experienced before:
It was the best of times, it was the worst of thmes, it was the age of
wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was
the epoch of incredulity, it was the season of Light. it was the season of
Darkness, it was?iw spring of hape, it was the winter of despair, we had
everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were all going direct
to Heaven, we were all going direct the other way—in short, the period
was so far like the present period, that some of its noisiest authorities
insisted on its being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative
degree of comparison only —— ATale of Two Cities, Charles Dickens
How time flfesl We are always brooding over the rush of time. 6 years
have gone by since my relocation to US. Reading these words from
Dickens makes me quite sentimental |
What is America like? Everyone has his answer inside.
What. the answers would possibly share: this is a land worth staying

=

W 1 nitedd Spites of Americn

Saying this does not mean

According to a poll result leased by Gallup in April 2012, there are 630
million people in the world who want to relocate to another country,
among which, 150 million people'would put America at top of the list
This also contributes to the fact that elites from all over the globe like
to come here. From a grand view, the strength of its' political system,
economic system angd institutional system is freguently stated in
countless articles; trom a smaller view, a street scene and life of a normal
family perhaps helps us better observe and understand.

Below is what [ want to share as this preface s being brought to closure.
T early May of 2012, | was so hrmored. to meet by chance Mr. Gong
Jianhua, a well- known photographer. Across the Ocean is Master Gongs
latest dedication. This book is one that most reflects the authentic
America | have ever encountered. He has presented a real America from
four topics: religion, police, everyday lite and Occupy Wall Street,

Master Gong is best for his documentary photography which is to record
life in reality as an expressive way. The materials come from life, truly
and really retlecting what we see, That's why documentary photography
only records and preserves history, but also'is qualified as the withess of
the society,

1 would like to quote something Dorothea Lange, a famous American
photographer, has said, “The camera is.an instrument that teaches
peaple how to see without a camera’ to present to Chinese readers

across the acean.

May 30th, 2012 In San Francisco America
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