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ENDORSEMENT

Text for endorsement of Professor Wu’s three books

Trinity College London has a long history of providing examinations which test the
competences of learners in the areas of speaking and listening. These examinations are
now available to learners of English in China. Although the examinations do not re-
quire the use of specific textbooks or teaching methodologies, Trinity welcomes the
publication of any resources which may assist students in moving towards our Graded
Examinations in Spoken English. Professor Wu Guhua’s books are a welcome addition
to the resources available.
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UniT 1  Holidays

1

I Function: talking about the past

Il Topic: holidays

Ill Vocabulary development: regular and irregular verbs
IV Grammatical items: past simple — affirmatives

Function:

talking about the past

Read after the recording.

Old John was found dead yesterday ...

I met him in the Smith’s shop ...

I was shocked ...

He was a good man ...

He always tried to help others ...

My little Ban liked him dearly ...

He didn’t look like a dying man at all ...
Some people say he was murdered ...

Listen to the conversation and answer these questions.

1) What happened to old John?
2) When did Helen meet him?

2

3) How did Doris feel when Bill told her that John was dead?



1.2

4) What was old John like?

5) Was he rich?

6) Did John look sick when Helen saw him two days ago?
7) What do some people think of his death?

Complete the conversation and check with the tape.

Doris: Helen, do you hear old John in his apartment yesterday?
Helen: I can’t believe it. I the day before yesterday.
Doris: Yes, I was really shocked when Bill told me about it.

Helen: !

Doris: He certainly was. He always tried to help others. He
when Bill was in hospital last year.

Helen: He was good to us, too. My little Ban liked him dearly. But Doris, I'm
sure he looked quite all right when 1 the other day.

Doris: You are right. He like a dying man at all. That’s why some
people are saying .

Helen: Murdered? Good Lord! But he was not a rich old man. And he

in the world.

Doris: Well, there are always crazy people in this crazy world, aren’t there?

Work with a partner and act out the conversation, one
acting as Doris and the other as Helen.

Keep-fit Queen

1) Do you think the lady in the picture looks very fit?
Three years ago, however, she looked very different.
Can you guess what she was like in the past?

Clues: (quite / very) fat, weak; look pale, ill, etc.

2) Thelma is talking about what she was like in the past
and how she became fit. Listen to the tape and tell
how she looks now and how she looked in the past.

Now In the past
e.g. Now she looks very fit. e.g. She was really fat three years ago.




1.3

3) Listen to Thelma's talk again. Tell what you hear, using the words in the box.

6 Do you have happy memories in your life? Well, Jane Taylor does. You're go-
ing to hear her happiest memory. Try to retell it.

7 What’s your happiest memory? Share it in small groups of three or four.

Il Topic:
® holidays

1 Different people have different things to think about when they go on holi-
day. Here are some of the things they want to know.

accommodation food scenery transport sightseeing

Put these words into the correct column.

ancient palaces bus barbecue buildings
camping caves cheese Chinese cuisine
forests hostels hotels lakes

local delicacies monasteries monuments mountains
museums parks plane roasted beef
ship shopping centers snake soup temples

tents train villas



1.4

Add more words of your own to each column.

Listen to the passage and make a list of the words referring to places to stay.

You are going to hear something about how people enjoy themselves during
their holidays in the countryside. Work with a partner and ask each other
questions and give answers.

Listen and put in the missing words.

holidays in resorts. There they could
spend most of their time on the . Some |
people enjoy ; some love swimming. If

you like sunbathing, you should use suntan lotion to

tion, you may get sunburn, which is painful and

Holidays at the beach
In China, more and more people spend their

your skin. If you don’t have any protec-

L\ Loy, |
A ' =
A~

—_— L

can be dangerous. Swimming can also be dangerous
if the sea is with big waves or if there are

Answer these questions.

under the water.

1) Where would more and more people in China like to go on holiday?

2)
3)
4)
5)

Why do they like going to these places?

How do they enjoy themselves there?

[s it safe to go sunbathing or to go swimming?
Why is it safe or dangerous?

What would you prefer to do, if you go on holiday?

1)
2)

3)

Would you prefer a holiday in a seaside resort or a
holiday in the countryside? Why?

Would you prefer to stay in one place, or would you
rather go to different places? Why?

Would you prefer to spend your time sunbathing on a
beach or would you rather go for long walks? Why?




4) Would you prefer to stay in a hotel or rent an apartment? Why?
5) Would you prefer to eat in a restaurant or have a picnic in the open air? Why?

1.5

Work with a partner or in small groups and tell each other about a holiday you
enjoyed. Use the prompts to help you.

ONONONRONORO;

Where you went

Where you stayed

Who you went with

How long the holiday was

What you did

Why you enjoved the holiday so much

Vocabulary development:

@ regular and irregular verbs

1

Answer these questions, watching out for the past form of the verb in each ques-
tion. Any answer will be OK if it makes sense.

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
8)
9)
10)
11)
12)
13)
14)
15)

When did he come back yesterday?
How did you go to the movie?

Did he cut his finger?

When did they get there?

When did you get to know them?
How long did they sleep?

Where did you first meet him?
How did the plants grow?

How much money did the girl lose?
Which airline did you fly with?
Where did you hang the picture?
Where did they keep these books?
Where did they learn about it?
Why did she give you such an expensive present?
What fruits did they cat?

Listen to the recording and take notes if necessary.

Answer the questions by choosing from the eight
choices.




1.6

Who Were They?

1) Who crossed the Great Wall of China and conquered most of Asia?

2) Who was the famous detective with a friend called Dr Watson?

3) Who fell in love with a young man called
Romeo and married him in secret?

4) Who was the woman with a mysterious smile?
(A famous Italian artist painted her portrait. )

5) Who lived with the apes in a jungle in Africa?

6) Who took money from the rich and gave it to 3//
the poor? (He lived in Sherwood forest in Eng- &i_‘\
land.) St

7) Who invented Mickey Mouse?

8) Who discovered radium and later died from the experiments
with X-rays?

a. Marie Curie b. Juliet c. Mona Lisa d. Genghis Khan

e. Sherlock Holmes f. Walt Disney g. Tarzan h. Robin Hood

3 Listen to the story “A Difficult Question to An-
swer”. Take notes if you want.

4 Put in the missing words to complete the sentences about the story.

1) Four girls to school every day by taxi.

2) They did not want to a test so they arrived at school an hour late.
3) They the teacher their taxi had a flat tire.

4) The teacher did not them and asked them which tire was flat.

5) They could not this question.

5 Can you answer these questions?

1) How did the girls go to school every day?
2) Why did the girls want to be late for school that morning?
3) What was the girls’ excuse?
4) What question did the teacher ask them?
. 6 .



1.7

5) Why couldn’t the girls answer the question correctly?

IV Grammatical items:

® past simple — affirmatives

1 Andrew tells you what he usually does every day. Listen and put in the miss-
ing words.

I usually up at 6 o’clock, and for 20 minutes. 1

to work after a big breakfast. I work at 8:30. I never lunch. 1
my work at 5 o’clock in the afternoon. My Mom usually my

meal. 1 to bed at about 10:00. I always well.

2 Listen again. You’re going to hear what Andrew did yesterday.

3 Note in 2 these verb forms:

got / went / drove / started / finished / dined.
The past simple is formed by verb + ed.

Change these verbs into the past form.

work — clean — stay —
finish — listen — start —
enjoy — talk — play —



1.8

help — rain — snow —
dance — live — love —
stop — plan — travel —
study — carry — marry —

Make the sentences with the words given.

Model: | the accident / happen / last Sunday evening
The accident happened last Sunday evening.

1) yesterday / it / rain / all morning / it / stop / at / lunch
time

2) he / smoke / two packs of cigarettes / yesterday evening

3) the / concert / last night / start / at / 7:30

4) she / and / her roommates / clean / their room / last
Sunday

5) they / work / long hours / yesterday

6) they / travel / quite / a lot / last summer

7) she / really / study / very hard / last semester

8) we / plan / to go / camping

9) everybody / enjoy / the party

10) they / talk / and / talk / until / mid night

A number of English verbs don’t take -ed when we use 5 0 ”7( \/LV"
them in the past simple. These verbs are called irregular
verbs.

Example: go — went come — came know — knew etc.

Change these irregular verbs into the past form.

buy do fall fly
come make put take
bring say sing send
find swim throw ring
be think become speak

You’re going to hear something about Princess Diana. Answer these ques-
tions and tell what you know about Princess Diana.

1) When was Princess Diana born?

« 8



