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Beauty

There were a sensitivity and a beauty 1o her that have nothing to do with looks.
S

he was one 1o be listened 1o, whose words were so easy to take to heart.

7
It is said that the true nature of being is veiled. The labor of words, the * ﬁ% ®
A3

expression of art. the seemingly ceaseless buzz that is human thought all have in

&

common the need to get at what really is so. The hope to draw close to and possess the
truth of being can be a feverish one. In some cases it can even be fatal, if pleasure is
one's truth and its attainment more important than life itself. In other lives. though.

the search for what is truthful gives life.

I used 1o find notes left in the collection basket, beautiful notes about my
homilies and about the writer's thoughts on the daily seriptural readings. The person
who penned the notes would add reflections to my thoughts and would always include
some quotes from poets and mystics he or she had read and remembered and loved.
The notes fascinated me. Here was someone immersed in a search for truth and heauty.
Words had been treasured. words that were beautiful. And I felt as if the words
somehow delighted in being discovered, for they were obviously very generous to as
yet anonymous writer of the notes. And now this person was in turn learning the secret
of sharing them. Beauty so shines when given away. The only truth that exists is, in

that sense., free.
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1. Little did she know that her husband and her puppy love were best of friends.

FEOC: MRSt RAERI AR L, dh a0 T bR i B A

fEEPT: BEAIH, Little did she..., linle, &4 75 8 CORIARAER SR, 478
FRAMEIRE; she know that..., that A feknow I FEIE AT, B8 “bb 3t St R 4 )
WA TR A S AEN R E".

2. Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to
help me make the big choices in life.

VS SRR E CREPHIES, RHEMH AT S E AR RESN TH.

BT : AT, remembering that I'll be dead soon, that M 4]4& remember ) 18 M
], remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool, remembering fE £15, if
T AR, BT LA P AY R is. tool (that) T've ever encountered..., I've ever en—
countered f& tool f5E 1H M.
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1. be satisfied with X« JRE i

b4 Lol
Bil47]: 1 am satisfied with your answer. * 13 TZiE =
PEIC: HoRRAG EE AR i XX EHNEF
2. pay off (S =37 @m; jﬁgi)ﬁiﬂﬁ

{#1%]: He paid off the whole debts in two years.
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The past is the bank in which we store our most valuable  : the memories that give
meaning and depth to our lives. Those who truly the past will not bemoan the passing of
the good old days, because days in memory are never lost. Death itself is o still a
remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can . where he can still spend a quite hour in the sun.
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Thirteen years before Chopin was

born, the occupying powers even abolished
the very name "Poland". The country hadg
been crucified, as the poets of the§
Romantic era put it, awaiting a resurrection
which did not occur until 1918.
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Chopin’s Warsaw

t has been said by some experts that to understand Poland you must

Iunderstand the composer Frederic Chopin.

The creative genius, one of the most original of the 19" century, was born
outside Warsaw in 1810 to a French father and Polish mother and in a proud nation
suffering under partition and divided among occupying Russian, Prussians and
Austrians.

Thirteen years before Chopin was born, the occupying powers even abolished

the very name "Poland". The country had been crucified, as the poets of the Romantic

era put it, awaiting a resurrection which did not occur until 1918.

The always short and physically frail Frederic Chopin moved with his family to
Warsaw as a newborn and lived there until he was 20 when he left his homeland for
good. Yet although he spent almost half of his life in Paris, traditional Polish music
permeates his compositions and he always considered Warsaw as his hometown. From
Warsaw's historic Old Town down Krakowskie Przedmiescie Street, along the Royal
Way to Lazienki Park, you can walk down the same streets young Frederic strolled,
past palaces and churches in which he gave performances.

And the city never ceased being proud of him either. The $28 million,
interactive Fryderyk Chopin Museum opened last March to commemorate the 200"

anniversary of the composer's birth. Originally a two-roomed museum with dank
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gloomy basements in the city's 17th Century Ostrogski Castle, it has been transformed
into a five-storey exhibition which makes good use of modern technology to tell the
story of one of the greatest pianists in history.

Visitors are given a plastic ticket which, only swiped through the blue light
readers at the entrance, can be used to access information on touch screens in eight
languages.

In the cavernous brick vaults of the basement you can select an etude (a musical
composition) , place the score on a glass panel above the keys of a 19th-century piano
that belonged to Franz Liszt and listen as a pianist's hands play the piece on a wall
projection.

"It's kind of a holy place," Keiko Kondo, a visitor from Japan told me beside the
piano. "Lots of people say Chopin is very romantic and delicate. I don't think so. I feel
a kind of power and a strength, " she said.

In the children's room, children can sit on bean bags in large colourful
portholes to watch a puppet theatre show the 14-year-old Frederic wrote, or try to
reconstruct a tune whose notes have fallen off a scale.

Among the 7,000 items in the museum's collection, there are a lock of
Chopin's hair and a gold pocket watch—the Italian soprano Angelica Catalani gave the
nine-year-old prodigy after one of his concerts.

Just along the road from the museum on the Royal Way, there is an apartment
where Frederic, together with his family, lived for the last three years of his life in
Warsaw.

It is a little bit difficult to find, as it located at the end of a corridor on the second
floor of the Academy of Fine Arts. There are few signs and I had to be careful not to
step on the works which students are making in the corridors outside the lecture
rooms.

The drawing room has been reconstructed from a sketch made in 1832 and is
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