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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities. Chinese is recog-
nized by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a
treasure of the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and
cultural fame to be protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the
cities of historical and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without
history and culture cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those
of historical and cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the
light of its own characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese
Cities of Historical and Cultural Fame™, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly
play a significant part in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi
Chairman of National Experts’ C: ittee for the P ion of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame

Member of China Academy of Science
Member of China Academy of Engineering
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A kind of Jar ( Eastern Han Dynasty).
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Bricks (Ming Dynasty).
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The Hollow Jade Belr Carved Peony
( Qing Dynasty).
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A Bottle with Red Willow Leaves
{ Qing Dynasty).
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A Well-Known City: Fenghuang

Fenghuang is located on the eastern part of Yunnan-Guizhou plateau, on the edge
of the west of Hunan. It has an area of 1,759 square kilometres, with a population
of 370,000 people. Inside the town, it covers 4.8 more square kilometres,with a
population of 56,000 people.

On the southeast of Phoenix Town, there is a hill, which looks like a flying phoenix.
So the ancient town got its name. After Qin ruled China, it belonged to Qian
Zhong Prefecture. In the reign of Emperor Chuigong in the Tang Dynasty set up
a county called Weiyang. After the Qing Dynasty, the county—Zhengan Town
(Today called Tuojiang Town) became the centre of military affairs and politics.
Up to now, the county keeps the style of the Ming and Qing periods; In 2001, it's
listed as a " National Famous Historical and Cultural Town of China" by the State
Council.

Fenghuang is near the bank of Tuojiang River and surrounded by mountains.
Over twenty flagstone streets and lanes crisscross the two old town between the
East Gate and the North Gate connecting half of the city wall. The garrets overlap.
There are many traditional local -style dwelling-houses and unique stilted houses.

All these look like a beautiful landscape painting. It is called the outstanding rep-



resentative work of small town constructions in the ancient times of our country.
Many famous historical cultural villages, such as Shujiatang, Lahao, Shanjiang
Miao village and Yellow Silk Bridge, the 190 Kilometre long South Great Wall
and Qiliang Cave surround the county and they greatly enrich the well-known
Fenghuang.

Fenghuang has beautiful scenery. The forests, mountains, rivers, caves, people
and city here are integrated to create a harmonious landscape between man and
natural environment. It is regarded as " One of the most beautiful small towns of
China." There are over 150 travelling scenic spots.

Fenghuang's culture has deep details. It has a strong local conditions and customs.
famous people and historical sites spread town and country. There are 85 units of
preservation of cultural relics. Among them, province---eight; prefecture----two.
There are another 2,000 cultural relics stored by the local museum. The customs
including Miao People's Dancing Around Flowers by the Moonlight "on lunar
April 8", "Singing Festival on lunar June 6", "Nuoxi", Thrusting Bulls for sacrifice,
Yangxi, Tea Lantern Show, Miao People's Block-Door Wine, Songs for Marrying,
Drgon Dance and so on are considered as the living fossil of the folk traditional
opera.

Fenghuang is famous because of its celebrities. Many persons of outstanding abili-
ties came forth in large numbers. A group of politicians, writers, artists, scientists
have emerged, such as Zheng Guohong, Tian Xingshu, Xiong Xiling, Tian Xingliu,
Shen Congwen, Huang Yongyu, Chen Quzhen, Xiao Jimei and so on.

Today, Fenghuang is carrying on the historical culture , walking with the modern
civilized strides, spreading out its beautiful wings, rising into the heaven, coming

out of China and walking into the world.
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Red-Lacquered Box (Qing Dynasty).
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Unit of Cultural Relic Protection
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At the Municipal (or County) Level



H

CONTENTS
BOF i/ H A 65
Preface of Album Series 5.Wugan Figures
Fa R A Fifi / B Jig AL A% 73
A Well-Known City: Fenghuang 6.National Traditions and Customs
S IR 1 K/tEE L Z 83
1.General Look of the Ancient City 7.Troditional Crafts
A / e g5 B 29 I/ AUk RE 91
2.Traditional Residences 8.Special Local Products
=/ AU 4 K 39 A/ AR B 99
3.Scenic Spot of Fenghuang 9.Contemporary Construction
A AR E 55 & /i i I 5% 105

4.Vlliages With Distinguishing Features

10.Tourist Service



i
'y 4 “‘ ;

£ 'Q\\




-
®
'
o
P
X
#
R
[
&+

The City of Fenghuang.
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ZR 134 Eastern City Gate.
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EASTERN CITY GATE
Eastern City Gate lies on the Tuojiang River, east
of the county. It s also called “Shengheng". It was
built in 1715 in the Qing Dynasty. On the city gate
are batteries. It’s of primitive simplicity. It's

magnificient and dignified.
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NORTHERN CITY GATE
The City Gate lies on the south bank of the Tuojiang
River, north of the city. Its also called “BiHui." It
was built in 1715 in the Qing Dynaty. On the upper
part of the city gate, painted all kinds of characters,
strange animals and relief sculptures. It's of

primitive simplicity and lively. And it's very grand.
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Northern City Gate, Cu Liang Bridge, Rock Bridge.
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#LJE  The Former Residence of Shen congwen

N X EE THE FORMER RESIDENCE OF SHEN CONGWEN

i Fim s Es, MRS, Wt The Residence lies in Zhongying Street, south of the county. It's a typical quadrangle

\SCiEEA: E It is a wooden structrue made in Qing Dynasty. It's small and pretty, with an air of

great antiquity. Shen Congwen was born here and spent his childhood in this house.




