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PREFACE

Bl &

DESIGNING ASPIRATIONAL SPA
RESORTS

BRI DUKASPAE R+

Spa design has come of age, surpassing the days of plain
medically and clinically inclined white-washed walls and ceilings,
around a massage table, more for kneading dough, than aimed at
comfort and geared to ease away worries and stresses. Integrated
spa resorts, whether boutique retreats, or chain brands, have
become a holistic wellness experience and holiday escape. The
body is not the only recipient, but also the mind, soul and spirit
embrace the benefits of a fully comprehensive three-dimensional
spa encounter. Audio, visual, scent, touch, texture and colour all
make up the sensory journey one is invited to explore. Attention
to detail is a paramount must — in short, everything.

The spa resort’s design is the first introduction to the brand
identity, products and services, followed swiftly and discreetly
by the service staff or receptionist. The initial impression needs
to be an impactful one. Warm, welcoming, relaxing, stress-free,
any of these words and the like, need to be the ideal description
of the ambience, at first glance. Nuance is made in the level of
spa experience, quality of accommodation and service offering, as
well as in the concept, design, materials and the style chosen.

We believe that the architecture and interiors set the scene and
provide a pathway for the journey into the spa world. Creating
the right atmosphere builds the brand, emphasises core values,
puts guests immediately at ease and promotes customer loyalty.
This ultimately enhances the success and profitability of the spa
resort.

Once the resort design has set the scene, generated the mood and
induced positive sentiments, it is then up to the staff, therapists,
management, treatment menu and customer service offering, to
complete the destination experience, and have clientele eagerly
returning time and again. More than just a mere backdrop, spa
resort design is an essential component in the quest for the perfect
expression of the wellness experience.

SPAIRITHEMR, ELBH T RYVERN HREMMALHNE—RURESA
Fil, RMBENESRIER, RAMHASPAEINEEATRE, MAZM
FEMBRRENSHNABE . FEMHHNSPARRY, TRRERERES,
RREHREEREE, HEIETAHARATRSANRRERNEMREER
Z2h. MULEANSE LR, MEAZENEBR. RANEBH LEEEZ=
HSPAT R BEMMB Rz K. BEMITE. M. K. M. RENEY L,
ABANER—REBRENBEZIR. 2z, BIRAT, APRE—Y.

BEANSPARRA B M ABARIR. = RFARS AIIAEI R M SPAR R YR I FF 45
B, BEMERSARIBEFTARDOBAINRS. RVNMNRSLEABT
RAMT I, BE. BE. B, BE, AEXLNEEHEEEAE—RE
IEAERRRERIBEMNER . ASPAKRT, ARESRSREL, NRERE
. RIE MRRARRNERE L, FEFERXYNER.,
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REIT—1ER, EREBRBRERN—NERARES.

Brenton Mauriello #{2%#i - TE&
Group CEO HB#HITER
dwp | design worldwide partnership dwp|&kiZitE%&Fr
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The Ritz-Carlton, Sanya
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Completion date: 2008

Location: Sanya, China

Designer: Shanghai Institute of Architectural
Design & Research (Architect)

Chhada, Siembiedal Leung (Interior Design)
WATG Design (General Design)
Photographer: Chris Cypert

Site Area: 153,375sqm
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SPA RESORTS

Classical architectural design inspired by Beijing’s
Summer Palace places the new Ritz-Carlton, Sanya
resort among the most elegant in Asia. High pitched
ceilings, dark rich wood, intricate carvings and
mosaic detailing present a ‘taste of tradition’ amid
modern 5-star comfort and facilities. The intent was
to capture the timeless quality of traditional Chinese
architecture, blending effortlessly with the natural
environment. The focus of this design concept has
been to create a five-star, world-class destination resort
with international appeal.

At the main hotel entry, a large reflective pool flanked



gives way to a panoramic view of the entire resort

and sea and sand beyond through an ‘open window’
design. There are also overtones of southern Chinese
garden styles with whimsical sculpted lawns and
lotus mazes among the resort’s 150,000 square metre
expanse. Throughout the resort, courtyards are dotted
with water features, and outdoor decking areas create
a further point of interaction with the water, be it sea
or one of the resort’s four pools, which includes a
meandering lagoon.

The U-shaped design of the hotel’s main building

incorporates two wings housing 450 guest rooms

including 334 oversized guest rooms at over 60 square
metres, 67 rooms and suites on The Ritz-Carlton
Club level with distinctive amenities, 16 suites and 33
private villas with individual plunge pools offering the
ultimate privacy. Each comprises an oversized private
balcony and marble-tiled five-fixture bathroom.

The Ritz-Carlton Club, which is the hotel within a
hotel comprising 62 oceanfront view guest rooms and
5 suites including The Ritz-Carlton Suite, is located
on the top level of the resort. The 33 one-, two- or
three- bedroom villas with spacious private pools are
all designed and decorated with novelty and unique
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taste, reminiscent of the picturesque water pavilions of China and the now
popular water bungalows seen throughout South East Asia.

The sumptuous 2,788 square metre spa is a destination in its own right.
Upon crossing an elegant stone bridge, guests embark upon a spa journey
that is quintessentially ESPA. Beyond the welcome area lies an enchanting
internal courtyard which features a Koi carp pond, lushly manicured
landscapes, rock gardens and soothing water features designed to relax the
mind and inspire the senses to enhance inner peace. ESPA has 24 private
treatment rooms, four of which feature Italian made baths carved from

stone. Couples seeking seclusion can book the ultimate spa experience in

one of six specially appointed Private Spa Suites, which feature a private

steam shower and luxurious outdoor Jacuzzi.
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