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Righteous Indignation

X

S i

Ui

;i RAREE (ZFFR) (The Economist) 2 E Loy —BA LA L,
P ERLEBTFHONTFR—BGA—F, HFEFFRANFEFBEARIR, —
TR LFMT — A K, HAHUATFER, RERBINEILF S HERTFHNT

R

F—BAAHER, AT RAFFEHREZIEFTHE, BEISEHFLE

UL A BB R X R R ARG, LR T e, R
MALE#®, BRAAXEENEN T BRITRE: F_R#EFESZHRE;, £H=
Bt R RAAAS. FOBRE R —BAATE, 48k ARG AT AL Ly

Everybody loves a fat pay rise. Yet
pleasure at your own can vanish if you learn
that a colleague has been given a bigger
one. Indeed, if he has a reputation for
slacking, you might even be outraged. Such
behavior is regarded as “all too human™,
with the underlying assumption that other
animals would not be capable of this finely
developed sense of grievance. But a study by
Sarah Brosnan and Frans de Waal of Emory
University in Atlanta, Georgia, which has just
been published in Nature, suggests that it “all
too monkey”, as well.

The researchers studied the behavior
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of female brown capuchin monkeys. They
look cute. They are good-natured, co-operative
creatures, and they share their food tardily.
Above all, like their female human counterparts,
they tend to pay much closer attention to the
value of “goods and services” than males. Such
characteristics make them perfect candidates
for Dr. Brosnan’s and Dr. de Waal’s study.
The researchers spent two years teaching their
monkeys to exchange tokens for food. Normally,
the monkeys were happy enough to exchange
pieces of rock for slices of cucumber. However,
when two monkeys were placed in separate but
adjoining chambers, so that each could observe
what the other was getting in return for its rock,
their behavior became markedly different.

In the world of capuchins grapes are luxury
goods (and much preferable to cucumbers).
So when one monkey was handed a grape in
exchange for her token, the second was reluctant
to hand hers over for a mere piece of cucumber.
And if one received a grape without having to
provide her token in exchange at all, the other
either tossed her own token at the researcher
or out of the chamber, or refused to accept the
slice of cucumber. Indeed, the mere presence
of a grape in the other chamber (without an
actual monkey to eat it) was enough to reduce
resentment in a female capuchin.

The researches suggest that capuchin
monkeys, like humans, are guided by social
emotions. In the wild, they are a co-operative,
group-living species. Such co-operation is likely
to be stable only when each animal feels it is not
being cheated. Feelings of righteous indignation,
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it seems, are not the preserve of people alone. #%#]. B4 D 693RE 7T A
Refusing a lesser reward completely makes kX 2 25 5 X% A% & 2 BFIK
these feelings abundantly clear to other members 89 -4 3 . 422 X AP 2P B A
of the group. However, whether such a sense of #Z&ZMBAALY L& A stk
fairness evolved independently in capuchins and  #9, EA&RT 3 500 7 a7 & & %
humans, or whether it stems from the common Fl#9#85k, ERF ML,

ancestor that the species had 35 million years

ago, is, as yet, an unanswered question.
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The researchers suggest that capuchin monkeys, _ humans, are guided by

social emotions. In the wild, they are a co-operative, group-living species. Such co-
operation is likely to be stable only ) each animal feels it is not being cheated.
Feelings of righteous indignation, it ‘ , are not the preserve of people alone.
Refusing a lesser reward completely makes these feelings abundantly clear
other members of the group. However, 5 such a sense of fairness evolved
independently in capuchins and humans, or whether it stems ( the common

ancestor that the species had 35 million years ago, is, as yet, an unanswered question.
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(1) The researchers studied the behavior of female brown capuchin monkeys. They
look cute. They are good-natured, co-operative creatures, and they share their food
tardily. Above all, like their female human counterparts, they tend to pay much closer
attention to the value of “goods and services” than males. Such characteristics make
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them perfect candidates for Dr. Brosnan’s and Dr. de Waal’s study. The researchers
spent two years teaching their monkeys to exchange tokens for food. Normally, the
monkeys were happy enough to exchange pieces of rock for slices of cucumber.
However, when two monkeys were placed in separate but adjoining chambers, so that
each could observe what the other was getting in return for its rock, their behavior
became markedly different.

(2) D Zi You said, “When Handling funeral affairs, so long as you fully express
your sorrow, that’s enough.”

(2 Zi You said, “My friend Zhang can be reckoned an outstanding person. But
even he himself hasn’t become a person of humanity.”

(3) Zeng Zi said, “Zhang bears a grandeur appearance. But it’s difficult for anyone
to be a man with humanity together with him.”
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How to Solve the Problem of the Energy Shortage

It is universally acknowledged that the energy shortage has gradually evolved
into a pressing problem in today’s world. What state leaders have to acknowledge and
accept seems to be that human beings are likely to confront a global energy shortage
over the next few decades. The price of crude oil rises to unprecedented height and
demand for petroleum continues to soar, especially in emerging economies like China
and India. As far as [ am concerned, a number of practices should be implemented to
relieve impending energy shortage by governments, including the promotion of energy-
efficient awareness, restrictions on energy use and the advocates of alternative energies.

First things first, the most fundamental way for governments to address the energy
shortage is to better educate the public, especially the younger generation, about the
significance of conserving energy. Only when the children come to realize the gravity
of the situation do the contemporaries ensure that they will grow to be eco-friendly
adults. Furthermore, the media should be highlighted in terms of encouraging the use
of energy-efficient practices, for example, programming public service advertising
conduces to promoting the use of bicycles instead of cars.

In addition, the implementation of limitations on energy use deserves greater
emphasis on tackling the energy problem. Restrictions should be applicable to both
individuals and corporations. Personally speaking, energy efficiency can be enhanced
by instituting driving restrictions. For example, during the Beijing 2008 Olympics, the
driving restrictions were put into effect with the result that the exhaust emissions were
effectively reduced and the air quality was conspicuously boosted. As for corporations,
the timetables should be given high priority with regard to parking vehicles with the
aim of meeting clean-energy standards or companies should comply with new energy
policies within the prescribed time.

Last but not least, the alternative energy performs as the effective means of
mitigating the energy shortage. Not only does the use of clean energy reduce the
air pollution but also create charming living surroundings. Thus, the behavior of
conserving energy should be promoted from the perspective of both individuals
and businesses. For example, tax rebates will be provided for those who prefer an

alternative-energy vehicle and financial or tax incentives are put a premium on those
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manufacturers that put clean energy technologies to use.

As an old saying goes, “Rome is not built in one day.” It is unlikely to settle
the problem of the energy shortage overnight. Therefore, we not only mobilize
each government but also advocate the cooperation between governments and the
participation of every sector of society aiming at coping with the problem of the energy
shortage. They will harvest a lot provided that the public realize the grave seriousness

of the energy crisis and work together to alleviate it.
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Do you remember all those years when
scientists argued that smoking would kill
us but the doubters insisted that we didn’t
know for sure? That the evidence was
inconclusive @, the science uncertain? That
the anti-smoking lobby was out to destroy
our way of life and the government should
stay out of the way? Lots of Americans
bought that nonsense, and over three
decades, some 10 million smokers went to
early graves.

There are upsetting parallels today, as
scientists in one wave after another try to

awaken us to the growing threat of global
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warming. The latest was a panel from the
National Academy of Sciences, enlisted by
the White House, to tell us that the Earth’s
atmosphere is definitely warming and that
the problem is largely man-made. The clear
message is that we should get moving to
protect ourselves. The President of the National
Academy, Bruce Alberts, added this key point
in the preface to the panel’s report: “Science
never has all the answers. But science does
provide us with the best available guide to the
future, and it is critical that our nation and
the world base important policies on the best
judgments that science can provide concerning
the future consequences of present actions.”

Just as on smoking, voices now come
from many quarters insisting that the science
about global warming is incomplete, that it’s
OK to keep pouring fumes into the air until
we know for sure. This is a dangerous game:
by the time 100 percent of the evidence is in,
it may be too late. With the risks obvious and
growing, a prudent people would take out an
insurance policy now.

Fortunately, the White House is starting
to pay attention. But it’s obvious that a
majority of the President’s advisers still don’t
take global warming seriously. Instead of a
plan of action, they continue to press for more
research—a classic case of “paralysis® by
analysis”.

@ paralysis n. loss of the ability to move a body part Fffs
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To serve as responsible stewards® B H AR R ST AR E
of the planet, we must press forward on &A1& MRMIMPE LA T KAl F
deeper atmospheric and oceanic research. #RAFF L, 2R AR R B
But research alone is inadequate. If the e RBUFEA FA#ITL R, BL
Administration won’t take the legislative #5124 B BURF FF 45 R IR I H4E
initiative®, Congress should help to begin ¥ & B K 58T F1a4F - 18
fashioning conservation measures. A bill &3 —FFE, FBAZF L
by Democratic Senator Robert Byrd of /JAhfs 4, X3h2 — A R 4F 89 I 35
West Virginia, which would offer financial # % A& 2| B % £ &15 1 iF % 47
incentives for private industry, is a promising #9& ® )7, ik AN R T K,
start. Many see that the country is getting 4R EZMEFKP KA, X ZH
ready to build lots of new power plants to #RiLiX K &) HFLBLE
meet our energy needs. If we are ever going to
protect the atmosphere, it is crucial that those

new plants be environmentally sound.
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To serve | responsible stewards of the planet, we must press 2 on
deeper atmospheric and oceanic research. But research alone is inadequate.

the Administration won’t take the legislative initiative, Congress should help to begin
fashioning conservation measures. A bill by Democratic Senator Robert Byrd of West
Virginia, which 4 offer financial incentives for private industry, is a promising
start. Many see that the country is getting  ©  to build lots of new power plants to
meet our energy needs. If we are ever going to protect the atmosphere, it is crucial that

those new plants be environmentally sound.

" . as . forward 3.1f 4.would 5. ready

teward n. someone who manages property or other affairs for someone else B%R ; 3
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