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In daily life, we often encounter situations where we need to introduce ourselves either verbally or in writing. In
other situations, we may need to introduce other people to an audience. Some introductions can be as short as
a single sentence in casual conversations. Others may take a few hours, as in documentary films about certain
historical figures, or a few hundred printed pages, as in the case of biographies or autobiographies.

Reading 7

Read the two self-introductions (Texts 1 and 2) below and complete the following activities.

" Originally from Long Island, New York, I am a Professor in the Graduate School of
Humanities and Sociology at the University of Tokyo. I have been living and working
in Japan since 1994. My main field of study is Buddhism, but I am also a student of
the broader area of East Asian philosophy and religion (Buddhism, Confucianism and

Daoism). During graduate school and the first few years after finishing my doctorate, I

m Unit 1 | Introducing People



worked primarily with Korean Seon Buddhism.

I am especially interested in translating classical East Asian works for the modern-
Western audience. I have translated a number of works into English, both in book form
and on the Internet, which are listed on my publications page.

I have been, since the birth of the World Wide Web, quite taken with the possibilities
inherent in the digital domain for the development and sharing of information related
to the area of East Asian religious / philosophical thought. The exciting challenges and
opportunities that are presently available have stimulated me to initiate a few digital
web projects, most important of which at present are the Digital Dictionary of Buddhism
and Chinese / Japanese / Korean / Vietnamese-English dictionaries. I am also the founder
and managing editor of H-Buddhism, a network for communication among academic

specialists in Buddhist studies.

.—_"‘_, -

! " Hi, I thought I would introduce myself. My name is Wendy and I live just right

outside of Fort Worth, Texas. I am on this site because I know that I have a sugar

problem and the more I eat, the more I crave. I also get very sleepy when I eat sugar, so I
know there is something going on chemically that just isn’t right.

I am looking to stop dieting and learn to eat healthily. I was trying to buy a bathing
suit last weekend and it was actually the first time that I have ever cried because they all
looked so terrible. I am not severely obese but I don’t want to get that way either.

Currently, I am just not happy about the way I look and want to take better care of
myself. I need accountability and am coming here to look for support and guidance. The
hardest part is just getting started.

@ Activity 1 For each text, select the most likely situation in which the self-introduction has
been made. Then try to find the clue(s) that helped you to arrive at your conclusion.

Situation

Situation

A. Meeting new friends

in an online forum
Text 1

B. Seeing a doctor

C. Job application — S

D. Homepage posting Text 2

Introducing People | Unit 1



@ Activity 2 In different situations, people tend to provide different information in their self-
introductions for different purposes. Read the two texts again and put a check ( V') in the
relevant box if the information is given. The first line is done for you as an example. Add
more items in the first column if necessary.

Information |
Name
Appearance
Family ) -
Education - ]
Address
Affiliation
Career
Interests B I B B
Problems ; |
Needs - ‘ - |

Viewing / Listening

Watch a video clip of a self-introduction and complete the following activities.

@ Activity 1 Guess the purpose of the self-introduction and then write down the reasons for
your choice.

Purpose: @ To compete in a competition. @ To make friends. @ To look for a job.
Clues:

@ Activity 2 Read the following words and expressions used in the video clip. Then find the
correct explanation for each of them.

festive intellect pageant privileged showcase UC San Diego

(v) to display or present

(n.) the quality of being very intelligent or clever

(adj.) having an advantage or opportunity that most other people do not have

(adj.) special, colorful, or exciting, especially because of a holiday or celebration

(n.) a competition in which young women are judged to decide which one is the

most beautiful

(n.) University of California at San Diego

n Unit 1 | Introducing People



€ Activity 3 Watch the video clip again and complete the following table with the information
you have heard.

Name i
|

Age

Name of university attended |

Time of graduation

University major and minor

. Time taken to complete university studies

|

- | . . |

| W

Name of contest [ |
E |

Purpose of contest

f— .. — e . ———— — - —

Name of award !

m Initializing the Project

When we write introductions about either ourselves or other people, some conventions need to be followed.

The formality of the language, for example, will vary according to the situation. Relevance of content is also
very important for those who make detailed introductions, as it will lead to either interest or boredom from the
audience. Focus on these important aspects while going through the sample introductions in this part.

Reading &

Learn about giving self-introductions in formal situations, such as job interviews. The type and
variety of information that should and should not be included in such self-introductions are of
great concern to people introducing themselves.

@ Activity 1 A first-year student is preparing for his self-introduction in a new English course.
Cross out the irrelevant information and make appropriate additions that you think might be
of interest to his classmates. Share your opinions within groups.

Hi, everybody! I don’t know how many of you know me. Not many I guess because
we have not taken many classes together yet. Now I will introduce myself briefly. My
name is Liu Gang. I am 19 years old and I come from Beijing. I moved to Beijing with
my parents at the age of 7. I miss the beautiful countryside where I spent my early

Introducing People | Unit 1 “



childhood. I plan to pay a visit back there some time in the future. There are three
people in my family. Both of my parents are workers. My father knows how to play
the erhu and he taught me a little bit whenever he was not busy. In my spare time, I
like reading, traveling, playing the erhu and playing sports. Basketball is my favorite
sport. I also spend a lot of time online. I first learned about the Web when I was in
junior high school. I have been in love with it ever since. Sometimes my friends ask
me what I do online for so many hours every day. I use the Web to study, read news,
make new friends and search for information. Of course I play computer games too.
I know computer games are addictive, but I am sure I am in control of the computer,
rather than being controlled by it. I am not very strong in English, but I know it'll be
very useful for my future career because everyone around me has told me so, my uncle
in particular. He is my father’s youngest brother and he is now living in the US. He
is a programmer in Silicon Valley. He graduated from Tsinghua University. He asked
me to do my best in English. My high school English teacher also did a lot to help me
improve my English. I would not be standing here speaking to you today were it not for
his help and encouragement. I will work hard this semester together with every one of
you here. Thank you!

@ Activity 2 Now, it is your turn to compose a self-introduction in written form for the same
situation. When this is done, present it in groups. Finally each group should choose
someone to present to the class.

Viewing / Listening @

Watch a video clip of a self-introduction and complete the following activities.

@ Activity 1 Take notes on the important information about the singer.

Unit 1 | Introducing People



@ Activity 2 Do your notes include the following information? Cross out the items if you do
not find them. One item has been crossed out as an example to show you how this can be
done.

Her name

Her age

Her family

Her childhood dreams

Her education

Her personality

Her way of making a living

Her performance in the singing competition
Her strength in singing

OO000oodgo=d

Her plans for future career development

@ Activity 3 For the items that were not crossed out in the above activity, write them in the
following flow chart according to the order they were presented. Discuss in groups the
underlying reason(s) for the way the information is tailored and sequenced for its particular
audience.

(2]
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€ Activity 4 Work in pairs and conduct an interview between a television reporter and the
singer. Construct the interview in writing first and then act it out.

Interview

Interviewer:

R oA 3 W SO 2 B A T O I

Singer:

BT e

Interviewer:

Singer: _

Interviewer:

Singer:

Interviewer:

Singer:

Interviewer:

Singer:

Interviewer:

Singer:

Tips for interview questions:

Would you like to tell our viewers ...?
When did you start ...?

Why did you ...?

What did you ... after ...?

Please describe ....

Can you explain ...?

vV vV V. v v v v

If you were ..., what would you ...?

m Unit 1 | Introducing People

Tips for interview subjects:
amily and / of education backgro
g singer

»F
might have an influence on th

» Relevant childhood experience
» Personal interests and style preference.s
» Interpretations of certain kinds of music
» Successes and setbacks
» Future expectations

und that




