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Unit 1

The Merchant of Venice
William Shakespeare
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The Merchant of Venice
Act IV

Duke. Ant and old Shy, both stand forth.

Por. Is your name Shy?

Shy.  Shy is my name.

Por.  Of a strange nature is the suit you follow, yet in such rule that the Venetian law
Cannot impugn you as you do proceed.
You stand within his danger, do you not?

Ant. Ay, so he says.

Por. Do you confess the bond?

Ant. I do.

Por. Then must the Jew be merciful.

Shy.  On what compulsion must 1? Tell me that.

Por.  The quality of mercy is not strain’d,’
It droppeth as the gentle rain from heaven
Upon the place beneath: it is twice blest;’
It blesseth him that gives and him that takes:
‘Tis mightiest in the mightiest: it becomes
The throned monarch better than his crown;
His sceptre shows the force of temporal power,
The attribute’ to awe and majesty,
Wherein doth sit the dread and fear of kings;
But mercy is above this sceptred sway;

It is enthroned in the hearts of kings,
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It is an attribute to God himself;
And earthly power doth then show likest* God’s
When mercy seasons® justice. Therefore, Jew,
Though justice be thy plea, consider this,
That, in the course of justice, none of us
Should see salvation:* we do pray for mercy;
And that same prayer doth teach us all to render
The deeds of mercy. I have spoke thus much
To mitigate the justice of thy plea;
Which if thou follow, this strict court of Venice
Must needs give sentence ’gainst the merchant there.
Shy. My deeds upon my head!” I crave the law,
The penalty and forfeit of my bond.
Por. Is he not able to discharge the money?
Bass. Yes, here I tender it for him in the court;
Yea, twice the sum: if that will not suffice,
I will be bound to pay it ten times o’er,
On forfeit of my hands, my head, my heart:
If this will not suffice, it must appear
That malice bears down truth. And I beseech you,
Wrest once the law to your authority:
To do a great right, do a little wrong,
And curb this cruel devil of his will.
Por. It must not be; there is no power in Venice
Can alter a decree established:
‘Twill be recorded for a precedent,
And many an error by the same example
Will rush into the state: it cannot be.
Shy. A Daniel® come to judgment! yea, a Daniel!
O wise young judge, how I do honor thee!
Por. I pray you, let me look upon the bond.
Shy.  Here ’tis, most reverend doctor, here it is.
Por.  Shy, there’s thrice thy money offer’d thee.
Shy.  An oath, an oath, I have an oath in heaven:
Shall I lay perjury upon my soul?
No, not for Venice.
Por. Why, this bond is forfeit;
And lawfully by this the Jew may claim
A pound of flesh, to be by him cut off
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Nearest the merchant’s heart. Be merciful:
Take thrice thy money; bid me tear the bond.
Shy.  When it is paid according to the tenor.
It doth appear you are a worthy judge;
You know the law, your exposition
Hath been most sound: I charge you by the law,
Whereof you are a well-deserving pillar,
Proceed to judgment: by my soul I swear
There is no power in the tongue of man
To alter me: | stay here on my bond.
Ant.  Most heartily I do beseech the court
To give the judgment.
Por. Why then, thus it is:
You must prepare your bosom for his knife.
Shy. O noble judge! O excellent young man!
Por. For the intent and purpose of the law
Hath full relation to the penalty.’
Which here appeareth due upon the bond.
Shy.  ’Tis very true: O wise and upright judge!
How much more elder art thou than thy looks!
Por. Therefore lay bare your bosom.
Shy. Ay, ‘his breast:’
So says the bond: —doth it not, noble judge?—
‘Nearest his heart:’ those are the very words.
Por. It is so. Are there balance here to weigh
The flesh?
Shy. I have them ready.
Por. Have by some surgeon, Shy, on your charge,
To stop his wounds, lest he do bleed to death.
Shy. Is it so nominated in the bond?
Por. It is not so express’d; but what of that?
"Twere good you do so much for charity.
Shy. I cannot find it; "Tis not in the bond.
Por. You, merchant, have you any thing to say?
Ant. But little: I am arm’d and well prepared.
Give me your hand, Bassanio: fare you well!
Grieve not that I am fallen to this for you;

10

For herein Fortune '~ shows herself more kind

Than is her custom: it is still her use
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To let the wretched man outlive his wealth,
To view with hollow eye and wrinkled brow
An age of poverty; from which lingering penance
Of such misery doth she cut me off.
Commend me to your honorable wife:
Tell her the process of Ant’s end;
Say how I loved you, speak me fair in death;"
And, when the tale is told, bid her be judge
Whether Bassanio had not once a love.
Repent but you that you shall lose your friend,
And he repents not that he pays your debt;
For if the Jew do cut but deep enough,
I’ll pay it presently with all my heart.
Bass. Ant, | am married to a wife
Which is as dear to me as life itself;
But life itself, my wife, and all the world,
Are not with me esteem’d above thy life:
I would lose all, ay, sacrifice them all
Here to this devil, to deliver you.
Por. Your wife would give you little thanks for that,
If she were by, to hear you make the offer.
Gra. I have a wife, whom, I protest, I love:
I would she were in heaven, so she could
Entreat some power to change this currish Jew.
Ner. ’Tis well you offer it behind her back;
The wish would make else an unquiet house.'”
Shy.  These be the Christian husbands. 1 have a daughter;
Would any of the stock of Barrabas "
Had been her husband rather than a Christian!
We trifle time: 1 pray thee, pursue sentence.
Por. A pound of that same merchant’s flesh is thine:
The court awards it, and the law doth give it.
Shy.  Most rightful judge!
Por. And you must cut this flesh from off his breast:
The law allows it, and the court awards it.
Shy. Most learned judge! A sentence! Come, prepare!
Por. Tarry a little; there is something else.
This bond doth give thee here no jot of blood:

The words expressly are ‘a pound of flesh:’
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Gra.
Shy.

Por.

Gra.
Shy.

Bass.

Por.

Gra.

Por.

Gra.

Por.
Shy.
Bass.

Por.

Gra.

Shy.

Por.

Take then thy bond, take thou thy pound of flesh;
But, in the cutting it, if thou dost shed

One drop of Christian blood, thy lands and goods
Are, by the laws of Venice, confiscate

Unto the state of Venice.

O upright judge! Mark, Jew: O learned judge!
Is that the law?

Thyself shalt see the act:

For, as thou urgest justice, be assured

Thou shalt have justice, more than thou desir’st.
O learned judge! Mark, Jew: a learned judge!

[ take this offer, then; pay the bond thrice

And let the Christian go.

Here is the money.

Soft!

The Jew shall have all justice; soft! no haste:
He shall have nothing but the penalty.

O Jew! an upright judge, a learned judge!
Therefore prepare thee to cut off the flesh.
Shed thou no blood, nor cut thou less nor more
But just a pound of flesh: if thou tak’st more
Or less than a just pound, be it but so much

As makes it light or heavy in the substance,
Or the division of the twentieth part

Of one poor scruple, nay, if the scale do turn
But in the estimation of a hair,'*

Thou diest and all thy goods are confiscate.

A second Daniel, a Daniel, Jew!

Now, infidel, I have you on the hip.

Why doth the Jew pause? take thy forfeiture.
Give me my principal, and let me go.

[ have it ready for thee; here it is.

He hath refused it in the open court:

He shall have merely justice and his bond.

A Daniel, still say I, a second Daniel!

I thank thee, Jew, for teaching me that word.
Shall I not have barely my principal?

Thou shalt have nothing but the forfeiture,

To be so taken at thy peril,'® Jew.
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Shy.  Why, then the devil give him good of it!
I’ll stay no longer question.
Por. Tarry, Jew:
The law hath yet another hold on you.
It is enacted in the laws of Venice,
If it be proved against an alien'®
That by direct or indirect attempts
He seek the life of any citizen,
The party ’gainst the which he doth contrive
Shall seize one half his goods; the other half
Comes to the privy coffer of the state;'’
And the offender’s life lies in the mercy
Of the Duke only, ’gainst all other voice.'®
In which predicament, I say, thou stand’st;
For it appears, by manifest proceeding,
That indirectly and directly too
Thou hast contrived against the very life
Of the defendant; and thou hast incurr’d
The danger formerly by me rehearsed.
Down therefore and beg mercy of the Duke.
Gra. Beg that thou may’st have leave to hang thyself:
And yet, thy wealth being forfeit to the state,
Thou hast not left the value of a cord;
Therefore thou must be hang’d at the state’s charge.
Duke. That thou shalt see the difference of our spirits,
I pardon thee thy life before thou ask it:
For half thy wealth, it is Ant’s;
The other half comes to the general state,
Which humbleness may drive unto a fine."’

Por. Ay, for the state, not for Ant.

[E®]

.strain’d: ®AGRAY, WOAR.

. it is twice blest: TFAbJE XUy 1Y

. the attribute: Frii.

. likest: &KMo

. seasons: X B {9 & JE & softens; tempers.

. That in the course of justice none of us / Should see salvation: HIE2EE 2 L, TR,

AN L A W N =
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9. Hath full relation to the penalty: 5&4=i& F T &5 25 ) .
10. Fortune: iz Z #fi.
11. speak me fair in death: il X sET-F 2 4 JofH .
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14. the estimation of a hair: fliifHAYk & E A,
15. at thy peril: 8 [ C 7 FH RUES:
16. an alien: Fri‘E A, ShREIA
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Unit 2

Robinson Crusoe
Daniel Defoe
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Robinson Crusoe
Chapter VIII

I mentioned before that I had a great mind to see the whole island, and that I had traveled up
the brook, and so on to' where I built my bower, and where I had an opening quite to the sea, on
the other side of the island.> I now resolved to travel quite across’ to the sea-shore on that side; so,
taking my gun, a hatchet, and my dog, and a larger quantity of powder and shot than usual, with
two biscuit-cakes and a great bunch of raisins in my pouch for my store,” I began my journey.
When I had passed the vale where my bower stood, as above, I came within view of the sea to the
west, and it being a very clear day, I fairly descried land—whether an island or a continent I could
not tell; but it lay very high, extending from the W. to the W. S. W.” at a very great distance; by my
guess it could not be less than fifteen or twenty leagues off.

I could not tell what part of the world this might be, otherwise than that®I knew it must be
part of America, and, as I concluded by all my observations, must be near the Spanish dominions,
and perhaps was all inhabited by savages, where, if | had landed, I had been in a worse condition
than I was now; and therefore I acquiesced in the dispositions of Providence, which I began now to
own and to believe ordered everything for the best;’ I say® I quieted my mind with this, and left off
afflicting myself with fruitless wishes of being there.’

Besides, after some thought upon this affair, I considered that if this land was the Spanish
coast, | should certainly, one time or other, see some vessel pass or repass one way or other; but if
not, then it was the savage coast between the Spanish country and Brazils, where are found the
worst of savages; for they are cannibals or men-eaters, and fail not to'’ murder and devour all the
human bodies that fall into their hands.

With these considerations, 1 walked very leisurely forward. I found that side of the island
where | now was much pleasanter than mine, the open or savannah fields sweet, adorned with
flowers and grass, and full of very fine woods. I saw abundance of parrots, and fain I would have
caught one,'" if possible, to have kept it to be tame, and taught it to speak to me. I did, after some
painstaking, catch a young parrot, for I knocked it down with a stick, and having recovered it, I

brought it home; but it was some years before I could make him speak; however, at last | taught

- 10 -
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him to call me by name very familiarly. But the accident that followed, though it be a trifle, will be
very diverting in its place."?

I was exceedingly diverted with this journey. I found in the low grounds hares (as 1 thought
them to be) and foxes; but they differed greatly from all the other kinds I had met with, nor could I
satisfy myself to eat them,'* though I killed several. But I had no need to be venturous, for I had no
want of food, and of that which was very good too, especially these three sorts, viz. goats, pigeons,
and turtle, or tortoise, which added to my grapes, Leadenhall Market'* could not have furnished a
table better than I, in proportion to the company;'® and though my case was deplorable enough, yet
I had great cause for thankfulness that I was not driven to any extremities for food, but had rather
plenty, even to dainties.'®

I never traveled in this journey above two miles outright'” in a day, or thereabouts; but I took
so many turns and returns'® to see what discoveries I could make, that I came weary enough to the
place where 1 resolved to sit down all night; and then I either reposed myself in a tree, or
surrounded myself with a row of stakes set upright in the ground, either from one tree to another,
or so as no wild creature could come at me without waking me.

As soon as I came to the sea-shore, I was surprised to see that I had taken up my lot on the
worst side of the island,' for here, indeed, the shore was covered with innumerable turtles,
whereas on the other side 1 had found but three in a year and a half. Here was also an infinite
number of fowls of many kinds, some which I had seen, and some which I had not seen before, and
many of them very good meat, but such as I knew not the names of, except those called penguins.

I could have shot as many as I pleased, but was very sparing of my powder and shot, and
therefore had more mind to kill a she-goat if I could, which I could better feed on; and though
there were many goats here, more than on my side the island, yet it was with much more difficulty
that I could come near them, the country being flat and even, and they saw me much sooner than
when I was on the hills.

I confess this side of the country was much pleasanter than mine; but yet I had not the least
inclination to remove, for as I was fixed in my habitation it became natural to me, and I seemed all
the while I was here to be as it were upon a journey, and from home. However, I traveled along the
shore of the sea towards the east, I suppose about twelve miles, and then setting up a great pole
upon the shore for a mark, I concluded I would go home again, and that the next journey I took
should be on the other side of the island east from my dwelling, and so round till I came to my post
again. Of which in its place.”

I took another way to come back than that I went, thinking I could easily keep all the island so
much in my view that I could not miss finding my first dwelling by viewing the country; but I
found myself mistaken, for being come about two or three miles, I found myself descended into a
very large valley, but so surrounded with hills, and those hills covered with wood, that I could not
see which was my way by any direction but that of the sun, nor even then, unless I knew very well
the position of the sun at that time of the day.

It happened, to my further misfortune, that the weather proved hazy for three or four days
.11 -
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while I was in the valley, and not being able to see the sun, | wandered about very uncomfortably,
and at last was obliged to find the seaside, look for my post, and come back the same way | went:
and then, by easy journeys,”' I turned homeward, the weather being exceeding hot, and my gun,
ammunition, hatchet, and other things very heavy.

In this journey my dog surprised a young kid, and seized upon it; and I, running in to take
hold of it, caught it, and saved it alive from the dog. [ had a great mind to bring it home if I could,
for 1 had often been musing whether it might not be possible to get a kid or two, and so raise a
breed of tame goats, which might supply me when my powder and shot should be all spent.

I made a collar for this little creature, and with a string, which I made of some rope-yam,
which I always carried about me, I led him along, though with some difficulty, till I came to my
bower, and there I enclosed him and left him, for I was very impatient to be at home, from whence
I had been absent above a month.

I cannot express what a satisfaction it was to me to come into my old hutch, and lie down in
my hammock-bed. This little wandering journey, without settled place of abode, had been so
unpleasant to me, that my own house, as | called it to myself, was a perfect settlement to me
compared to that; and it rendered everything about me so comfortable, that I resolved I would
never go a great way from it again while it should be my lot to stay on the island.

[ reposed myself here a week, to rest and regale myself after my long journey: during which
most of the time was taken up in the weighty®” affair of making a cage for my Poll,”> who began
now to be a mere domestic, and to be well acquainted with me. Then I began to think of the poor
kid which I had penned in within my little circle, and resolved to go and fetch it home, or give it
some food; accordingly I went, and found it where I left it, for indeed it could not get out, but was
almost starved for want of food. I went and cut boughs of trees, and branches of such shrubs as I
could find, and threw it over, and having fed it, I tied it as I did before, to lead it away; but it was
so tame with being hungry, that I had no need to have tied it, for it followed me like a dog: and as |
continually fed it, the creature became so loving, so gentle, and so fond, that it became from that
time one of my domestics also, and would never leave me afterwards.

The rainy season of the autumnal equinox™ was now come, and I kept the 30th of
September”® in the same solemn manner as before, being the anniversary of my landing on the
island, having now been there two years, and no more prospect of being delivered than the first day
I came there, 1 spent the whole day in humble and thankful acknowledgments of the many
wonderful mercies which my solitary condition was attended with, and without which it might
have been infinitely more miserable. I gave humble and hearty thanks that God had been pleased to
discover to me”® that it was possible I might be more happy in this solitary condition than I should
have been in the liberty of society,”” and in all the pleasures of the world; that He could fully make
up to me the deficiencies of my solitary state, and the want of human society, by His presence and
the communications of His grace to my soul; supporting, comforting, and encouraging me to
depend upon His providence here, and hope for His eternal presence hereafter.

It was now that I began sensibly to feel how much more happy this life I now led was, with all
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its miserable circumstances, than the wicked, cursed, abominable life I led all the past part of my
days; and now I changed both my sorrows and my joys; my very desires altered, my affections
changed their gusts,” and my delights were perfectly new from what they were at my first coming,
or, indeed, for the two years past.

Before, as I walked about, either on my hunting or for viewing the country, the anguish of my
soul at my condition would break out upon me on a sudden, and my very heart would die within
me, to think of the woods, the mountains, the deserts I was in, and how I was a prisoner, locked up
with the eternal bars and bolts of the ocean, in an uninhabited wilderness, without redemption. In
the midst of the greatest composure of my mind, this would break out upon me like a storm, and
make me wring my hands and weep like a child. Sometimes it would take me in the middle of my
work, and I would immediately sit down and sigh, and look upon the ground for an hour or two
together; and this was still worse to me, for if I could burst out into tears, or vent myself by words,
it would go off, and the grief, having exhausted itself, would abate.

But now 1 began to exercise myself with®” new thoughts: I daily read the word of God,*® and
applied all the comforts of it to my present state. One morning, being very sad, I opened the Bible
upon these words, “I will never, never leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Immediately it occurred that
these words were to me; why else should they be directed in such a manner, just at the moment
when 1 was mourning over my condition, as one forsaken of God and man?

“Well, then,” said I, “if God does not forsake me, of what ill consequence can it be, or what
matters it, though the world should all forsake me, seeing on the other hand, if I had all the world,
and should lose the favor and blessing of God, there would be no comparison in the loss?”

Thus, and in this disposition of mind, I began my third year; and though I have not given the
reader the trouble of so particular an account of my works this year as the first, yet in general it
may be observed that I was very seldom idle, but having regularly divided my time according to
the several daily employments that were before me, such as: first, my duty to God, and the reading
the Scriptures, which 1 constantly set apart some time for thrice every day; secondly, the going
abroad with my gun for food, which generally took me up three hours in every morning, when it
did not rain; thirdly, the ordering, cutting, preserving, and cooking what I had killed or caught for
my supply; these took up great part of the day. Also, it is to be considered, that in the middle of the
day, when the sun was in the zenith, the violence of the heat was too great to stir out; so that about
four hours in the evening was all the time I could be supposed to work in, with this exception, that
sometimes I changed my hours of hunting and working, and went to work in the morning, and
abroad with my gun in the afternoon.

To this short time allowed for labor I desire may be added the exceeding laboriousness of my
work; the many hours which, for want of tools, want of help, and want of skill, everything I did
took up out of my time. For example, I was full two and forty days in making a board for a long
shelf, which I wanted in my cave; whereas, two sawyers, with their tools and a saw-pit, would
have cut six of them out of the same tree in half a day.

My case was this: it was to be a large tree which was to be cut down, because my board was to
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be a broad one. This tree I was three days in cutting down, and two more cutting off the boughs,
and reducing it to a log or piece of timber. With inexpressible hacking and hewing I reduced both
the sides of it into chips till it began to be light enough to move; then I turned it, and made one
side of it smooth and flat as a board from end to end; then, turning that side downward, cut the
other side till I brought the plank to be about three inches thick, and smooth on both sides. Any one
may judge the labor of my hands in such a piece of work; but labor and patience carried me
through that,’' and many other things. I only observe this in particular, to show the reason why so
much of my time went away with so little work—viz. that what might be a little to be done with
help and tools, was a vast labor and required a prodigious time to do alone, and by hand.

But notwithstanding this, with patience and labor I got through everything that my

circumstances made necessary to me to do, as will appear by what follows.

[ %)

1. and so on to: MR JLAKZE[a] --- -+ °
2. an opening quite to the sea, on the other side of the island: — & REF ik /NG 5 — 53 £ 30
Y3 % . quite=positively: 15 E H#l.
3. travel quite across: JL-FRESERE B 15 . quite=fairly: 5{ £ 8{/); cross=crosswise.
4. for my store: AN 1F .
5. W. S. W.=West-South-West: 75 5 {75 .
6. otherwise than that: -+ LS.
7. ordered everything for the best: Xf— Y& 4E H 47 (9 22 HE
8. I say=I declare.
9. left off afflicting myself with fruitless wishes of being there: A~ P2 %248 FIHR i1 fifi #b |- 2=
M H C . leave=leave off
10. fail not to: 6 AEA,
11. fain I would have caught one=I would fain have caught one: IR &R EIME —
12. in its place=in itself: F A &,
13. satisfy myself to eat them: Wik A CLAENTHEY . satisfy=convince.
14. Leadenhall Market: {22 Leaden Street | 4 3¢nids, MEF 15 4.
15. in proportion to the éompany: MRS B AN B B Sk
16. even to dainties: #LE [ LIFRTG FRFEM AL, to F “Flik (HERFRE ) .
17. outright=at one time [F]H}, —¥K.,
18. turns and re-turns: %848 4
19. 1 had taken up my lot on the worst side of the island: FRIEFEIEE N T ES
FHM—RE. lotfF “—RtH" .
20. Of which in its place: X F X — Wik fTIKAE T i F| A FEi
21. by easy journeys: & —Et, #—Fk.
22. weighty=important.
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