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2002 will witness the ninetieth anniversary of our outstanding alumna Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu’s birthday. Sixty-eight
years ago, she took her leave of this lovely campus in Si Pai Lou Nanjing to a far aWay place to study. She was thousands and
thousands of miles from her hometown, but she was closer and closer to the acme of her career. In a period of more than fifty
years, Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu walked step by step to the world and to the brilliant palace of science. Today, when editing this
album, we are full of profound admiration and boundless longing for her.

“Splendidness often goes together with ordinariness.” I would like to use this saying to describe Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu.
As a scientist, she has gained splendid achievements in her scientific research and the highest prestige in the field of world
physics, yet we can still see another Chien-Shiung Wu. From her speech and deportment, she is calm, graceful and generous.
She does not crave for fame and wealth but shows high ideals by simple living. We often wonder how Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu
can combine these two in one person. We cannot but have the feeling of high respect, deep love and great adoration for this
ordinary but great woman.

People often say that science has no territorial limit. It holds truth that Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu belongs to the world. But
this Chinese woman, often wearing traditional Chinese costume Qi Pao, unconsciously blurting out in Chinese when talking,
is a Chinese no matter from her appearance or from the bottom of her heart. *“ The most unforgettable is one’s native soil; the
dearest are the flowers and plants growing in it.” Now her grave is situated in her hometown Liuhe town of Taicang City. Her
Memorial Hall is built in the campus of her alma mater Southeast University (SEU) in Si Pai Lou Nanjing. I believe Dr. Wu
is not feeling lonely when being accompanied day and night by her hometown, a place pregnant with beauty and productive
of talent, and by her old university where the teachers are working diligently and the students are eager to make progress.

The older generation has departed, but the younger generation marches on. This is the natural law and the law of science.
We commemorate Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu today in order to carry on and develop her scientific spirit, her strict and matter-of-
fact approach and her modest, gentle and philosophical style, which have brought SEU in the past one hundred years
continuous prosperity and success, and which are what we value most and what we badly need to promote the university to
a higher academic level in this new millennium.

There is a “Chien-Shiung Wu Star” high up in the sky. It is the Star of Wisdom who is enlightening us forward.

TR . A A K Zﬁ ﬁ Zi

By Gu Guanqun, Academician of the Chinese Academy of Engeneering, President of SEU
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Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu (1912-1997), a world-famous out-
standing woman physicist, also a legendary figure in the field of
world physics, has been honored as “Queen of Nuclear Physics™,
“China’s Madam Curie”, and “the world’s most distinguished
woman experimental physicist”. Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu gained
dazzling achievements and remarkable successes in her life. In
1957, by her own experiments, she proved the theory of “parity
nonconservation in weak interaction”, which helped Dr. Tsung
Dao Lee and Dr. Chen Ning Yang win the Nobel Prize in Physics
in1957. As a foreign expert, she was invited to take part in the
American “Manhattan Project”. One of her experimental results
of the function of xeon emerged after uranium fission on neutron
absorption cross section was a great contribution to the success
of the project. Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu also made very important
contributions to the academic communication between China main-
land and Taiwan, to China elementary education and higher
education. She is a great patriotic scientist who is respected by us
all.

May 31, 2002 is Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu’s 90th birthday
anniversary, on which day a big ceremony will be held to cel-
ebrate the opening of Chien-Shiung Wu Memorial Hall at South-
east University. To give special celebration to her 90th birthday
and the opening of the Memorial Hall, we publish this special
picture album of Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu, hoping this will help
people know better this great Chinese-American woman

physicist.
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Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu was born on May 31, 1912 in a learned family in Liuhe Town of Taicang City
south of Yangtze River. Under the guidance of her father Wu Zhongyi, an open-minded scholar, Chien-Shiung
Wau finished her primary education in Ming De Primary School for Girls founded by her father. During this
period it was her father who gave her most important inspiration and enlightenment. Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu
once said: “My father is an educator. He surpasses his time.”

Upon her graduation from primary school, Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu, with excellent marks, entered No. 2
Normal College for Girls in Suzhou, where she met China famous thinker Hu Shi. Hu” idea “bold assumption,
careful confirmation™ exerted far-reaching influence upon Wu’s later scientific research. Wu once mentioned
in her letter to Hu Shi that apart from her father, Hu Shi was the most influential person in her life.

In 1930, Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu was recommended to study in the Mathematics Department of the
National Central University in Nanjing. In 1931, Wu made the most important decision in her life: she gave
up mathematics and began to study physics. From that time on, under the guidance and instructions of
famous teachers such as Shi Shiyuan, Fang Guangqi, Zhang Yuzhe, Ni Shangda, Dr. Wu began her life-long
scientific exploration and research.

In 1936, like many other ambitious youth of that time, Dr. Wu went to the U.S. A. to pursue her
graduate study with the support of her father and her uncle Wu Zhuo-zhi. She first studied in the University
of California at Berkeley, then taught in Smith College and Princeton University, finally continued her
teaching in the University of Columbia until her retirement. For those years, being a doctor of science,
professor, Academician of the American Academy of Sciences, President of American Physics Association,
Dr. Wu reached the acme of her career, received an avalanche of honors and praises. Her name became known
to people all over the world and her fame went down in history.

Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu’s career was glorious; her family life was also full of happiness. On May 30, 1942,
Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu and Dr. Luke C. L. Yuan, also a famous physicist later, got married. In their life-long
journey, Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu and Dr. Luke C. L. Yuan, lived and worked together, inspired and encouraged
each other. The couple lived the most modern and also most traditional, and above all, the most admirable
marriage life.
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Dr. Chien-Shiung Wu’s hometown Liuhe Town
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The old street of Liuhe Town
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Father Wu Zhongyi and Mother Fan Fuhua
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Chien-Shiung Wu in her childhood with her father Wu Zhongyi, mother Fan
Fuhua and her brother Wu Jianying (second from 1)
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Chien-Shiung Wu in 1928
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HACEMBENG
Chien-Shiung Wu with her family
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Chien-Shiung Wu with her father and Chien-Shiung Wu with her uncle Wu Zhuozhi

mother before going abroad, 1935
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Chien-Shiung Wu when graduated from The National Central University
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The university gate of the National Cen- |
tral University (Si Pai Lou Nanjing)
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“The Science Hall” of the
National Central University,
which was renamed as
“Chien-Shiung Hall” in 1992
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Women students” dorm of the university, 1933
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Chien-Shiung Wu with China famous thinker Hu Shi in Shanghai, 1930s
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HERYHE R BN
Chien-Shiung Wu with her teacher of the National Central University and China famous physicist Shi Shiyuan
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