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Text | A Class Act

.........................................................................................

The whole text can be divided into five parts, with a subtopic for each.

The first part (Paragraphs 1-3) is about the author’s family and their life
during the war; the second part (Paragraphs 4-7) describes the author’s experience
of humiliation in the school; the third part (Paragraphs 8-11) gives an account
of how her excitement about a free photographic portrait sitting triggers her
anticipation of the oncoming torment in the school; the fourth part (Paragraphs
12-15) describes what actually happened later, which was a turning point in the
author’s life — instead of being humiliated, she was warmly praised and encouraged
by a sympathetic teacher; the last part (Paragraphs 16-17) describes the immediate
impact of a “warm sentence” by the teacher and its everlasting influence on the
author.

Paragraphs 1-3 (SB pages 2-3)

These three paragraphs give a brief description of the hard conditions during
World War II, and how the author’s parents managed to support the family and
what they did for their children. Note that the last sentence of the third paragraph
paves the way for the whole story.
1) “enterprising” (Paragraph 2) — willing to try out new, unusual ways of
doing or achieving something
2) “bucketloads of cheer” (Paragraph 2) — lots of joy
3) “could turn his hand to almost anything” (Paragraph 2) — was capable of
doing almost anything
4) “.. my clothes were ironed to a knife-edge, and shoes polished to a gleam
...” (Paragraph 3) — Rhetorically, “to a knife-edge” and “to a gleam” are
hyperboles meaning “(my clothes were ironed) to the degree that they look
like a knife-edge” and “(my shoes were polished) until they gleamed”
5) “the gear” (Paragraph 3) — clothing (especially fashionable clothes and



6)

.......

1)

2)

1

decorative items)
“hatband” (Paragraph 3) — strip of cloth that is put around a hat above the

brim as a decoration

What does the author mean by “Yet I could not have asked for more
enterprising and optimistic parents”?

My parents were the most enterprising and optimistic ones one could expect
to find.

The author thinks that her parents did all they could to support the family
with their hard work, ingenuity and thrift, and that the family enjoyed
“bucketloads of cheer”

Why does the author still have some trouble in her school?

Because her parents were not able to buy the “blue blazer and hatband”

required by the school.

... times were tough, money was short, anxiety was rife and the pawnshop
was a familiar destination for many families, including mine. ... life was
hard. Everyone was short of money. They were caught up in endless worries.
Many families often went to the pawnshop to pawn the things they had for a
little money, and my family was no exception.

Dysentery and malaria are rife in the refugee camps.

He leads a party in which corruption is rife.

Yet I could not have asked for more enterprising and optimistic parents.
However I had the most adaptable and optimistic parents in the world.

The enterprising children opened a lemonade stand.

That was very enterprising of you, Jack!

Her latest enterprise is to climb Mount Qomolangma.

We need someone with enterprise and imagination to design a marketing
strategy.

While Mum had scrimped and saved to obtain most of the gear, I still didn’t
have the prescribed blue blazer and hatband. Though Mum had tried

to spend as little money as possible in order to buy most of the clothes
required by the school, she still couldn’t afford the blue blazer and hatband.
I've been scrimping and saving all year for our new house, and now you’ve
wasted it all on that stupid old car!



When we were first married, we had to scrimp on food and clothes; now we're
much better off.

There is a risk that the debt-ridden airline may be tempted to scrimp on
maintenance or security.

Have you got the prescribed dress for tomorrow’s party?

Most teachers think the government’s guidelines on homework are too
prescriptive.

The law prescribes that all children must go to school.

Paragraphs 4-5 (SB page 3)

.........................................................................................

.........................................................................................

The author’s trouble in the school is partly described in these two paragraphs.

1) “in place”(Paragraph 4) — appropriate; suitable (cf. “out of place”)

2) “who ran the daily assembly” (Paragraph 4) — who was responsible for
the school daily assembly

3) “made it her mission to ...” (Paragraph 4) — assumed responsibility to ...
Note the author’s resentment towards the deputy headmistress.

4) “ashining example” (Paragraph 5) — Rhetorically this is irony. The phrase
actually means “a very bad example.”

How did the deputy headmistress teach the author a lesson?

The deputy headmistress made it her mission to teach the author a lesson for
not complying with the school regulations. In the daily assembly she would pull
her out of line and make her stand on the stage as a bad example.

4 Because of the war, rationing was in place and most schools had relaxed
their attitude towards proper uniforms, knowing how hard it was to
obtain clothes. Because of the war, the government implemented a system
of limiting the amount of almost everything that each person was allowed
to have, and most schools had subjected their students to less rigid dress
codes, because they were fully aware that it was not easy for the students to
get the proper clothes.

A speed limit was introduced to try to avoid the need for fuel rationing.



During the war, no one was allowed more than their ration of food, clothing
and fuel.
We've had more than our ration of problems recently.
My children would watch television all day long, but I ration it.
relax a curfew
relax one’s efforts
Two weeks after the police relaxed security at the airports, there was a bomb
attack.
5 Despite my attempts at explaining why I couldn’t comply ... Even though
I tried my best to explain why I was unable to meet the school’s clothing
requirements ...
He’s been ordered to have the dog destroyed because it's dangerous, but he
refuses to comply.
The patient complied with the physician’s orders.
The company said that it had always acted in compliance with environmental

laws.

Paragraphs 6-7 (SB page 3)

These two paragraphs describe how the author feels about this punishment —
“battle back tears,” “embarrassed,” “desperately wished,” “this horrid school,” “ritual
humiliation,” “but to see the punishment through.”

1) “battle back tears” (Paragraph 6) — tried hard to hold back her tears

2) “which I adored” (Paragraph 6) — which I liked very much

3) “speak up for me” (Paragraph 7) — express her opinion publicly for me

4) “... he would have instantly been on the warpath in my defence.”

(Paragraph 7) — ... he would have got very angry and wanted to fight

immediately in order to protect me.

1) What made the situation even worse for the author?
The situation was made even worse as the author was barred from the gym
team and the weekly ballroom dancing class which she loved so much.

2) Why could the author not tell her mother about her humiliation in the
school?
The author could not tell her mother about her humiliation because she



