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Abstract

This work is the first report of the dialect survey of the Pcarl River Delta jointly conducted
by Jinan University and the Chinese Univers'ty of Hongkong in 1986 -1987- The survey
is until now thc most detailed study of the dialects In the region which includes 31 locations:
Guangzhou, Hongkong { urban district), Hongkong ( Jintian ), Macao, Panyu,
Huaxian.  Conghua ( town ) » Zengcheng, Foshan, Nanhal, Shunde, Sanshul,  Gaoming, Zhongshan
( Shigi ) » Zhuhai, Doumen ( Shangheng ) » Doumen ( town ) » Jiangmen, Xinhui, Taishan,
Kaiping: Enpings Heshan, Dongguan ( town ), Baoan, Hulzhou, Dongguan ( Qingxi) . Shenzhen
Conghua ( Litian ), Zhongshan ( Nanlang Heshui ), and Zhongshan ( Longdu) -
Although the research covers primarily the many varleties of the Yue dialect which are the
dominant mcans of communication in the Pcarl River Delta- Other dialectss namely,
Min and Keciia used in some of the locations by specch communities historically
important or demographically prominant enough not to be left out have also been
studicd- Among the 31 dialects investigated, one belongs to Min, five belong to Keijia, and
the rest belong to Yue-

In collecting phonological data, an cxpanded version of the Table of Chinese Churacters
for Dialect Surpey compiled by the Institutc of Linguistics was used- At cach location. the
speech of onc to two informants of the age between 35 to 80 was recorded and
studied- There were two criteria for the selection of informants: they had to be
brought up in the local spcech community, preferably with no or very litte linguistic contact
with spcakers of other dialects, and they had to be educated enough to read the 3810 Chinese
characters used for the survey- Because of the increased horizontal social mobility in
the past years and the low cducational standards in the rural areas, ideal informants
were not casy to find and the age range had thus to remain undesirably wide-

This comparative morpheme — syllabary has included Putonghua as the representative varicty
of the Beiiing dialect for the purposc of comparison with the other local dialects in the Pearl
River Delta listed immediately after 1t in the table- Varletics of the same dialect were grouped

together and separated from others by a bold linc: From Guangzhou to Bao’an arc varictics



of the Yue dialect; from Huizhou to Zhongshan ( Nanlang Heshui ) are varicties of
Kejla; and the only variety of the Min dialect studied in the survey is Zhongshan ( Longdu )
The exact Jocations of the survey are indicated in parentheses after the cities or prefecturcs
to which they belong-

The Chinese characters in the morp" me- syllabary were arranged in accordance
with the principle adopted by the Table of Chinese Characters for Dialect Surve)'.Diffcrcx1L
pronunciations with no semantic difference are separated by a semi -colon; those with semantic
difference are indicated by 1 and 2; colloquial pronunciation is underlined ( when a distinction
between the colloquial and the literary pronunciations of a word is required) -

With a view to highlighting the features of the dialect itself and for ecasy
comparison across dialects, discretion was exercised in deciding on how broad or
narrow a transcription was to be used- For the sake of reference,an array of initials, finals

and tones for each of the 31 dialects studied is presented at the end of the Users’” Guide-
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