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Unit. 1

f Y i  aw w
College

Part I Brainstorming

Answer the following questions,

1. How do you feel about your college life? Has it met your previous expectations?

2. What have you done to make your college life rich and colorful?

3. What is your plan for the future after you graduate from college? What will you do to

fulfill that plan?

Part I Reading

i £ > Lan . N 1+ # "
Letier from Kai-Tu Lee 1o s Daughteln

Excerpt)

Kai-fu Lee
Dear Daughter:

College will be the most important years in your life. It is in college that you will truly
discover what learning is about. You often question, “What good is this course?” I
encourage you to be inquisitive (4f[a]f¥)), but I also want to tell you, “Education is what
you have left after all that is taught is forgotten.” What I mean by that is the materials
taught aren’t as important as you gaining the ability to learn a new subject, and the ability
to analyze a new problem. That is really what learning in college is about — this will be
the period when you go from teacher-taught to master-inspired, after which you must
become a self-learner. So do take each subject seriously, and even if what you learn isn’t

critical for your life, the skills of learning will be something you cherish forever.



I IEHFE GBI Approaching Reading Efficiency (Book Four)

Do not fall into the trap of dogma. There is no single simple answer to any question.
Remember during your high school debate class, I always asked you to take on the side that
you didn't believe in? I did that for a reason — things rarely are “black or white”, and
there are always many ways to look at a problem. You will become a better problem solver
if you recognize that. This is called “critical thinking”, and it is the most important
thinking skill you need for your life. This also means you need to become tolerant and
supportive of others. 1 always remember when [ went to my Ph.D. advisor and proposed a
new thesis topic, he said. “I don’t agree with you, but I'll support you.” After years, 1 learned it
isn't just tolerance, it is encouragement of critical thinking, and an empowering (4 A %Y & i)
style of leadership. and it has become a part of me. I hope it will become a part of you too.

Follow your passion in college. Take courses you think you will enjoy. Don’t be
trapped in what others think or say. Steve Jobs once said, “When you are in college, your
passion will create many dots. and later in your life you will connect them.” In his
inspiring speech given at Stanford commencement. he gave the great example where he
studied calligraphy (€ R %), and a decade later, it became the basis of the beautiful
Macintosh fonts (7 {4), which later ignited desktop publishing. and brought wonderful
tools like Microsoft Word to our lives. His expedition into calligraphy was a dot, and the
Macintosh became the connecting line. So don’t worry too much about what job you will
have, and don’t be too utilitarian (FJFlf¥)) , and if you like Japanese or Korean, go for it,
even if your dad thinks it's not useful. Enjoy picking your dots, and be assured one day
you will find your calling. and connect a beautiful curve through the dots.

Do your best in classes, but don't let pressure get to you. Your mother and I have no
expectations for your grades. If you graduate and learn something in your four years, we
would feel happy. Your Columbia degree will take you far, even if you don’t graduate with
honors. So please don't give yourself pressure. During your last few months in high
school, you were so happy because there was little pressure and college applications were
finished. But in the past few weeks. we saw you were beginning to worry. (Do you know
you bite your nails when you are nervous?) Please don’t be worried. The only thing that
matters is that you learned. The only metric you should use is that you tried. Grades are
just silly letters that give the vain people something to brag ( | %), and the lazy people
something to fear. You are too good to be either.

5 Most importantly, make friends and be happy. College friends are often the best in
life, because during college you are closer to them physically than to your family. Also,
going through independence and adulthood is a natural bonding experience. Pick a few
friends and become really close to them — pick the ones who are genuine and sincere to
you. Don't worry about their hobbies, grades, looks, or evén personalities. Be forgiving

and don’t stereotype. People are not perfect, so as long as they are genuine and sincere.



Unit 1 College

Trust them and be good to them. They will give back. This is my secret of success — that I
am genuine with people and trust them (unless they do something to lose my trust). Some
people tell me that occasionally I would be taken advantage of. They are right, but I can
tell you that that loss is nothing compared to what I gained. In my last 18 years leading
people, I have realized that only one thing matters — to gain the trust and respect of
others. you need to trust and respect others first. Whether it is for management, work, or
friendship, this is something you should ponder.

Whether it is summer planning. or coursework planning. or picking a major, or
managing your time. you should take control of your life. 1 will always remember the
exhilarating (4 A2%471¢) feeling in my life — that I got to decide to skip kindergarten,
that I got to decide to change my major to computer science. that I got to decide to leave
academia (“#A %) for Apple. that I got to decide to go to China, that I got to decide to go
to Google, and most recently, that I got to decide to start my own business. Being able to
decide means you get to live the life that you want to. Life is too short to live the life
others want you to live. Being in control feels great. Try it, and you’ll love it!

College is the four years where you have:
the greatest amount of free time,
the first chance to be independent,
the most flexibility to change.
the lowest price for making mistakes.

So please treasure your college years — make the best of your free time. become an
independent thinker in control of your destiny, evolve yourself into a bi-cultural talent. be

bold to experiment, learn and grow through your successes and challenges.

Love,
Dad (& Mom)
(1,023 words)
New Words and Expressions

inspire v. BT XA R B; Bl *ignite v. & #K; 5] &

take ... seriously ik H xt4F * oxpedition n. &AL ;K% ; £ 5

critical adj. # &M &Y ;L H] 8y go for ZFF3]---ee- s F R
*dogma n. # X, # 5 EHF curve n. W& ,K%&
*cherish v. %%, %M, 4 % metric n. # ik
*tolerant adj. &2, vain adj. B fi#; ZERERY
* supportive adj. X #Fé9,3 49 bor . gn. &4 ,%8

A commencement n. ik AL, F424% T AL genuine adj. A%ty , L C#
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sincere adj. (#§A)mFE6T; AEH *ponder v. % & ;K& # &
personality n. A#&, A~ flexibility n. R &k ;i& Bk
stereotype v. Fe-----BEX AL, 4 A% F A make the best of #4#| A
occasionally adv. 1% 7R3 evolve v. BE . XK

take advantage of #| / ; # % bold adj. kAe#y, Hie

compare ... to Leeeee- Fizhad

1. Kai-fu Lee 214 , 8 S5 /5 7R 2R . SGLGHUAK A K55 2 Al AL 2, BUE RN T # KGR E
FEPATE o AWk B HAERE LB R HE I A B i — 35

2. Steve Jobs YR R BUEHHF KA G W PATH ABIIPAZ—.

3. Macintosh fij#f Mac, 3R, SER L F— RIS A .

Answer the following questions according to the information from the text.
1. According to the author, what is learning in college?

. What does the expression “critical thinking” (Paragraph 2) mean?

w N

What does the example of Steve Jobs imply?

B

How important is it to make college friends?

o

Why does the author provide the example of his making a decision in his life?

Fill in the gaps with words chosen from the box. Change the form where necessary .

inspire cherish tolerant supportive empowering vain

bonding genuine  personality ponder flexibility expedition

Southey was deeply impressed by both Shelley’s and talents.

We should always be of the views of others, even if we disagree with them.
Mothers who are depressed sometimes fail to establish with their children.
They are whether the money could be better used elsewhere.

The musician’s best music was by the memory of his mother.

A(n) person is one who has too high an opinion of himself.

Computers offer a much greater degree of in the way work is organized.

Lisa was very during my father’s illness.

00 ooy oo o

The audience applauded the performers with enthusiasm.

—
o

The bride and the groom promised to each other through sickness and health.
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(loze

Below a-re 10 blanks in the following passage. For each blank there are four choices. You
should choose the ONE that best fits into the passage.

Many young people go to universities without a clear idea of what they are going to do. If

one considers the various courses 1 , it is not hard to see how 2 it is for a student to select

the course most suited to him. If a student goes to a university to 3 a broader perspective of
life, he will 4  benefit. Most students would profit by the exploration of different academic
studies, 5 the “all rounder” with no particular interest. They should have a 6 time to
decide in what subject they want to take their degrees, so that in later life, they do not look back
and 7 .

There is another side to the question of how to make the best use of one’s time at university.
Some students, who are good at a 8  branch of learning, may spend three or four years
becoming a specialist but with 9  knowledge of what the rest of the world is all about.

Therefore there will have to be much more 10 information in all fields.

1. A. referred B. offered C. preferred D. offended

2. A. easy B. clear C. difficult D. useful

3. A. acquire B. require C. inquire D. accept

4. A. unlikely B. unexpectedly C. unfortunately D. undoubtedly
5. A. especially B. occasionally C. specially D. equally

6. A. easier B. shorter C. longer D. happier

7. A. recall B. regret C. memorize D. refresh

8. A. spectacular B. special C. peculiar D. particular
9. A. little B. much C. a little D. few

10. A. special B. interesting C. detailed D. efficient

7"
o
—t

The Graduates

Louis Menand
On your first sleepover (FE4M A1) » your best friend’s mother asks if you would like
a tuna-fish-salad sandwich. Your own mother gives you tuna-fish-salad sandwiches all the
time, so you say, “Sure.” When you bite into the sandwich, though, you realize, too late,
that your best friend’s mother’s tuna-fish salad tastes nothing like the tuna-fish salad your
mother makes. You never dreamed that it was possible for there to be more than one way to
prepare tuna-fish salad. And what’s with the bread? It’s brown, and appears to have tiny

seeds in it. What is more unnerving (% A% [#)) is the fact that your best friend obviously
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considers his mother’s tuna-fish salad to be perfectly normal and has been eating it with
enjoyment all his life. Later on. you discover that the pillows in your best friend’s house
are filled with some kind of foam-rubber stuff instead of feathers. The toilet paper is pink.
What kind of human beings are these? At two o’clock in the morning, you throw up, and
your mother comes and takes you home.

College, from which some 1.5 million people will graduate this year, is, basically, a
sleepover with grades. In college, it is not so cool to throw up or for your mother to come
and take you home. But plenty of students do throw up, and undergo other forms of mental
and bodily distress. And plenty take time off from school or drop out. Almost half the
people who go to college never graduate. Except in the case of a few highfliers (45 A] GEHS
RS ) and a somewhat larger number of inveterate (il [# f#)) slackers, college is a
stressful experience.

3 American colleges notoriously inflate grades, but they can never inflate them enough,
because education in the United States has become hypercompetitive (& 4+ i %)) and
every little difference matters. In 1960, Harvard College had around five thousand
applicants and accepted roughly thirty percent; this year, it had almost twenty-three
thousand applicants and accepted nine percent. And the narrower the funnel, the finer
applicants grind themselves in order to squeeze through it. Perversely (4 ¥ & F #h),
though, the competitiveness is a sign that the system is doing what Americans want it to be
doing. Americans want education to be two things. universal and meritocratic (i 9z 45 &
)). They want everyone to have a slot who wants one. and they want the slots to be
awarded according to merit. The system is not perfect: children from higher-income
families enjoy an advantage in competing for the top slots. But there are lots of slots.
There are more than four thousand institutions of higher education in the United States,
enrolling more than seventeen million students. Can you name fifty colleges? Even if you
could name a thousand. there would be three thousand you hadn’t heard of. Most of these
schools accept virtually all qualified applicants.

What makes for the stress is meritocracy. Meritocratic systems are democratic (since,
in theory, everyone gets a place at the starting line) and efficient (since resources are not
wasted on the unqualified), but they are huge engines of anxiety. The more purely
meritocratic the system — the more open, the more efficient, the fairer — the more anxiety
it produces, because there is no haven (EEXEIT) from competition. Your mother can't come
over and help you out — that would be cheating! You're on your own. Everything you do
in a meritocratic society is some kind of test, and there is never a final exam. There is only
another test. People seem to pick up on this earlier and earlier in their lives, and at some
point it stars to get in the way of their becoming educated. You can’t learn when you're

afraid of being wrong.
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The biggest undergraduate major by far in the United States today is business.
Twenty-two percent of bachelor’'s degrees are awarded in that field. Eight percent are
awarded in education, five percent in the health professions. By contrast, fewer than four
percent of college graduates major in English, and only two percent major in history.
There are more bachelor’s degrees awarded every year in Parks, Recreation, Leisure, and
Fitness Studies than in all foreign languages and literatures combined. The Carnegie
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching. which classifies institutions of higher
education, no longer uses the concept “liberal arts” in making its distinctions. This makes
the obsession of some critics of American higher education with things like whether
Shakespeare is being required of English majors beside the point. The question isn’t what
the English majors aren’t taking; the question is what everyone else isn’t taking. |

More than fifty percent of Americans spend some time in college, and American higher
education is the most expensive in the world. The average annual tuition at a foﬁr—year
private college is more than twenty-two thousand dollars. What do we want from college,
though? It is hard to imagine that there could be one answer that was right for each of the
1.5 million or so people graduating this year. Any prescription that had to spread itself
across that many institutions would not be very deep. One thing that might be hoped for,
though, is that, somewhere along the way, every student had a moment of vertigo (IiZ %)
(without unpleasant side effects). In commencement speeches and the like. people say that
education is all about opportunity and expanding your horizons. But some part of it is
about shrinking people, about teaching them that they are not the measure of everything.
College should give them the intellectual equivalent of their childhood sleepover
experience. We want to give graduates confidence to face the world. but we also want to
protect the world a little from their confidence. Humility (##f#}) is good. There is not
enough of it these days.

(945 words)
New Words and Expressions
stuff n. ##; R H stressful adj. A& A #9
throw up "Kek * notoriously adv. £ Ff & 4= i
undergo v. £/ ; /K% Ainflate v. &8k, 2% X
distress n. &, E applicant n. ®¥i#FA, KIRA
drop out i F funnel n. &}
in the case of #«-+ AT LY grind v. JEif ;47 B

*slacker n. #kiEE TAEag A e A squeeze v. #+,42
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competitiveness n. 34 contrast n. i, B

universal adj. 44k#y; ) 26, 5@ recreation n. & & (F X); iHE(F X)
*slot n. 458,845, 4% classify v. %3 %

merit n. &, 7 M1A Aobsession n. Bk ; Fik

institution n. ##4 critic n. #IFE,FHL K

enroll v. 42,38k beside the point & & &8 ; £ % & &

virtually adv. ¥% E, % E annual adj. &5, —F— K&

qualified adj. # K448 ,E L8, AL tuition n. # %

make for #4{& * prescription n. 25,85 F %

democratic adj. K E&,H K 454069 opportunity n. #H4, B

efficient adj. At H 89,2 FE 58 expand v. ff+eeee TRk, ¥k

anxiety n. £ /8,33, RE horizon n. FEH , Mk, BF

pick up on &%) shrink v. 845 ; &%

bachelor n. % 4+;%+ %45 equivalent adj. #8%¥#9,48 % #)

tuna-fish salad 443 i

foam-rubber ¥ 7K#%
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For questions 1 =7, choose the best answer from the four choices marked A, B, C and D.

For questions 8 -10, complete the sentences with the information given in the text.

1. On your first sleepover, you may discover that things in your best friend’s house are
weird EXCEPT the

A. tuna-fish salad B. feather-filled pillow
C. pink toilet paper D. brown bread
2. According to the passage, going to college means
A. taking time off school B. a sleepover with friends
C. a sleepover with grades D. graduation

3. The inflation of grades in American colleges leads to
A. meritocracy B. democracy

C. efficiency D. hyper competition



