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I used to find notes left in the collection basket, beautiful notes about my
homilies and about the writer's thoughts on the daily scriptural readings. The person
who penned the notes would add reflections to my thoughts and would always include
some quotes from poets and mystics he or she had read and remembered and loved.
The notes fascinated me. Here was someone immersed in a search for truth and beauty.
Words had been treasured, words that were heautiful. And [ felt as if the words
somehow delighted in being discovered, for they were obviously very generous to as
yet anonymous writer of the notes. And now this person was in turn learning the secret
of sharing them. Beauty so shines when given away. The only truth that exists is, in

that sense, free.

—

(ic 8
Beauty
here were a sensitivity and a beauty to her that have nothing to do with looks. [
TS)w was one to be listened to,  whose words were so easy to take to heart.
It is said that the true nature of being is veiled. The labor of words, the 4 * ﬁ ? i¥ I N
B of at,. the seemingly ceaseléss buiz that'is human thought all have in v
comman the need i get at what really is so. The hope 1o draw close to and possess the XERIESC S E
b truth of heing can be a feverish one. In some cases it can even be fatal, if pleasure is B, hE, REATEEE
one's truth and its attainment more important than life itself. In other lives. though. ﬁgﬂﬁgm%%ﬁé 5
the search for what is truthful gives life. TEF R E AR B E
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1. Little did she know that her husband and her puppy love were best of friends.
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f#HT: B4, Linle did she..., linle, &4 7% 5EE XABIE AT ER, GF%
FRAMEIAE ; she know that..., that ] EknowBY FEiE ], BEH “di % itb SC 5 Fn b i %7
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2. Remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool I've ever encountered to
help me make the big choices in life.

WO R ACTREMEIE 2, RERMMAETFZEARENREZEN TA.

f#HT: A, remembering that I'll be dead soon, that M 4] J& remember (1) %E 7 M
], remembering that I'll be dead soon is the most important tool, remembering {F i, i
g shin %, FrLlarh A2 is, tool (that) I've ever encountered..., I've ever en—
countered J& tool fEIEMA] .
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1. be satisfied with Xf----- TR i R s - |
71477 : 1 am satisfied with your answer. * 1e 'rziﬁ = i

P FoRHRE B AR XRNEXEER
2. pay off i, 2L 1) igiﬁﬁiﬁﬁ
EiE, ABFiEER®

#)%]: He paid off the whole debts in two years. ¢’ S
. . s EARNISIZ, HES
B0 MERSERNEE T A 0R5% . EEREREA.
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The past is the bank in which we store our most valuable : the memories that give

v the past will not bemoan the passing of
the good old days, because days  in memory are never lost. Death itself is  to still a
remembered voice or erase a remembered smile. And for one boy who is now a man, there is a

pond which neither time nor tide can__, where he can still spend a quite hour in the sun.
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The Fringe Benefits of Failure, and the Importance of Imagination
KMAVEIM R AR IEE—HEER J. K. BHE ---eoeveeeee 3

You will never truly know yourself, or the strength of your relationships, until both have been
tested by adversity. Such knowledge is a true gift, for all that it is painfully won, and it has been

worth more to me than any qualification I ever earned.
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Advice For Graduates

A AR AN B E——EEAEEEBEBACIRARTL o vevvereeeeeee 23

As you begin this new stage of your lives, follow your passion. If you don't have a passion, don't

be satisfied until you find one. Life is too short to go through it without caring deeply about something.
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Three Stories from My Life
BAEPFRN=AEE—FRLTCNEALTER -FHET oo 45

"If today were the last day of my life, would I want to do what I am about to do today?" And

whenever the answer has been "No" for too many days in a row, I know I need to change something.
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Everybody Can Be Great

BNABUTLUEEFA—XEEIHOFTEFARER BB --- 59

It's being able to walk through life eager and open to self-improvement and that which is going to
best help you evolve, because that's really why we're here, to evolve as human beings. To grow into
more of ourselves, always moving to the next level of understanding, the next level of compassion
and growth.
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Heal the Children, Heal the World
PRF)LEE, PRFGIHR ATERZEIBT/R -ARGEE -ovveeeneennns 87

But if you don't have that memory of being loved, you are condemned to search the world for

something to fill you up. But no matter how much money you make or how famous you become, you

will still fell empty. What you are really searching for is unconditional love, unqualified acceptance.
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Cherishing What You Have Now, and Striving for the Future
PASTIE, EERR—SERTERIER AR oo 119

Be prepared to fail as well as to succeed, because it is failure not success that defines character.
FAREAE TR, WEEZZH KM, B ALK mIE RS BiET A,
Everyone can be a President
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Each of you has unique gifts and you were given them for a reason. Use them and share them.

Public service is one way -- an honorable way -- to mark your life with meaning.
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To Make the World a Better Place: Go Beyond the Boundary of
Material Comfort

EHYEES, LHRSESH—=ERFRES ------eeee 143

That's true whatever profession you choose. Professors might earn the distinction of tenure, but
that doesn't guarantee that they'll keep putting in the long hours and late nights and have the passion

and the drive to be great educators.
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HAash 71 .

If It Were Easy, Anybody Could Do It
MRKBEME, HIAZEME—XEESWHEHE T --- 169

There is no problem we face here in America or around the world that will not yield to human
effort, to cooperation, to positive interdependence that makes clear humanity is going on, our

challenges are ones that summon the best of us, and we will make the world better tomorrow than it is

today.
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More Kind than Clever
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Your smarts will come in handy because you will travel in a land of marvels.
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The Courage to be Unreasonable
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Information is power, people have fought over it, people care a lot about it, it serves as a

check and balance on politicians.

REHANE, ANFEE, TE, CTAHBLEE.

BIEHL R oo vovessenomsmmasnownsns senmms wmenen eeeeeenneeas 213

Often Easier to make Progress on Mega-ambitious Dreams
EEBEEITFA—ABTOEAARIEE JET -ocvveererreenrmrenneannns 215

I think it is often easier to make progress on mega-ambitious dreams. I know that sounds
completely nuts. But, since no one else is crazy enough to do it, you have little competition. In fact,
there are so few people this crazy that I feel like I know them all by first name.
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