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MADONNA seems like a person used to getting her
own way. So the pop star must have been dismayed when
a court in Malawi refused to her request to adopt a three-
year-old girl, Chifundo James. A judge ruled on Friday
April 3rd that the adoption of Chifundo could not go
ahead because Madonna had not fulfilled residency re-
quirements. The last time Madonna tried to adopt a Mala-
wian child she met with more success and a heap of criti-
cism,

By plucking David Banda from grinding poverty in
Malawi in 2006 she provoked mixed reactions. Some
praised the singer for offering a child an escape from a life

of misery. Others suggested that the pop queen might ’;&,ﬁﬁgﬂ%—,@_, %&x&%m,ﬂt%
have used her wealth and stardom to bypass usual proce- —é&#2M#, E;ﬁ%‘;ﬁ;@ B

dures and jump the queue. Detractors also suggested that it 2

was wrong to take David away from his country of birth and We can infer that an adoption is

his remaining family. The criticisms grew louder when it generally acceptable if .
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emerged that David was not, in fact, an orphan,

That circumstance is not particularly uncommon,
Children given up for adoption often do have a surviving
parent but one who cannot provide adequate care. David’s
father was still alive but gave him up to an orphanage
where he hoped his offspring would have a better life.

Aeeording-to-Unicefs—the UN-ehildren’sfund, @ the
number of families from rich countries wanting to adopt
children from poor countries has grown substantially in
the past 30 years. DPemand-is—strong,® and there is little
shortage of children who need additional help. In 2005
Unieef (B it was)@ estimated that there were 132m
children who had lost at least one parent in sub-Saharan
Africa, Asia, Latin America and the Caribbean. Around
13m of these had lost both parents, although most of
them lived with extended family.

But difficulties abound. Parents—er would-be par-
ents) typically want to adopt a healthy, young, orphan,
usually a small baby. Older children, or those who suffer

chronic illnesses, are not in demand. Seme—eountries—do

Governments are understandably uneasy about out-
siders removing their citizens. And as demand for chil-
dren to adopt has grown, so have examples of abuse, in-
cluding cases of children who have been abdueted (it 2k
kidnapped)@ or parents who have been coerced or bribed.
The absence of effective international regulation also al-
lows middlemen to profit from the demand for children to
adopt.

The Hague Convention on Inter Country Adoptions
is intended to regulate international adoptions. It states

that these can only go ahead if the parents’ consent, where

4

A the adopted has no 01058 km
B. the adopted isa forexgn hlld
o] swaalthy enough

: adopt ! {WOn some fame
$&iﬁ%ﬂ»ﬁ¢%w&ig
—OTHRIHER. EHAER
Es

erty : / .
B. they have Ibst both of thexr par—
 ents '

C. their parems‘ negleqt thclr growth

D. they have escaped from thexr

home
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applicable, has been obtained without any kind of pay-

ment or compensation. Costs and expenses can be paid,

and a reasonable fee may go to the adoption agency in-

volved, but nothing more. FThe-doeumentis—elear—wads

Legs-saibes. ;F%ﬁiﬁﬁ
These rulestook fine-on-paper-but-are-diffieult toen- 6

{ ) T e S, 1 of 1 bl Lild being The addptxon regulatlons in the
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Parkinsf)r.l’s diseal'S?, first descri‘?ed in t‘}‘le ea-rly @ﬂ‘“‘%iﬁ’fm@, Kﬁ,nﬁ%ﬁzﬁ
1800s by British physician James Parkinson as “shaking Kﬁfﬁ}ﬂﬁ ;

palsy,” is among the most prevalent neurological disor- W1

ders. According to the United Nations, at least four mil-  Which of the followmg ta

lion people worldwide have it: in North America, esti- about Parkmsch‘s dlsease “can be

mates run from 500,000 to one million, with about best supported by the passage'7
50,000 diagnosed every year. These figures are expected
to double by 2040 as the world’s elderly population
grows; indeed, Pakinson’s and other neurodegenerative

illness common in the elderly (such as Alzheimer’s and

amyotrophic lateral sclerosis) are on their way to over-

‘patiients are young people. |

taking cancer as a leading cause of death. But the disease OBl dinene el ap-

is not entirely one of the aged: 50 percent of patients peared in the 19¢h century.
acquire it after age 60; the other half are affected before D, Parkinson’s disease is a L
then. Furthermore, better diagnosis has made experts logical disorder, but not yet a
increasingly aware that the disorder can attack those neurodegenerative illness.

younger than 40. AMAmP ARG, RAEHF—

6
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So far researchers and clinicians have found no way
to slow, stop or prevent Parkinson’s. Although treat-
ments do exist—including drugs and deep-brain stimula-
tion—these therapies alleviate symptoms, not causes. In
recent years, however, several promising developments
have occurred. In particular, investigators who study the
role proteins play have linked miscreant proteins to genet-
ic underpinnings of the disease. Such findings are feeding
optimism that fresh angles of attack can be identified.

As its19th-century name suggests—and as many peo-
ple know from the educational efforts of prominent
Parkinson’s sufferers such as Janet Reno, Muhammad Ali
and Michael J. Fox—the disease is characterized by move-
ment disorders. Tremor in the hands, arms and else-
where, limb rigidity, slowness of movement, and im-
paired balance and coordination are among the disease’s
hallmarks. In addition, some patients have trouble walking,
talking, sleeping, urinating and performing sexually.

These impairments result from neurons dying. Al-
though the victim cells are many and found throughout
the brain, those producing the neurotransmitter dopamine
in a region called the substantia nigra are pérticularly
hard-hit. These dopaminergic nerve cells are key compo-
nents of the basal ganglia, a complex circuit deep within
the brain that fine-tunes and coordinates movement. Ini-
tially the brain can function normally as it loses dopamin-
ergic neurons in the substantia nigra, even though it can-
not replace the dead cells. But when half or more of these
specialized cells disappear, the brain can no longer cover
for them. The deficit then produces the same effect that
losing air traffic control does at a major airport. Delays,
false starts, cancellations and, ultimately, chaos pervade
as parts of the brain involved in motor control—the thala-

mus, basal ganglia and cerebral cortex—no longer func-

tion as an integrated and orchestrated unit.

B. «they made great ef

BT ARTES.

2 ,

The author of the passage suggests
that the developments i in the study
of Parkinson’s disease can help

it

A px‘eveni 'Parzkixxxsqg’s‘ .

B. alleviate the causes of Parkinson’s

C fmd new avenues fo; treatment
of Parkmson s

D. cure Parkinson’s

AMAmB A, BLF KRS

0 ’Tﬁﬂiﬁﬂﬁi%‘iﬁ% Cy

&3 '

According to the passage, what

causes Parkinson’s disease?

A The dopammergxc nerve cells are
unpa:red by the victim cells, ,

B. The dopammerglc nerve cells

can no ionger coordmate move-

Parkmsons
C. they suc;ceeded

sease

in ﬁghtlng
Parkinson’ s diSease L

D. they were well known suffer—
ers of Pa:kmson s dxsease

m’ﬁﬂﬁ%a@a \h%-—&% & T

V %nxﬁ‘?ﬁiﬂé‘::iﬁﬁ\/\*ﬁi#ﬁ
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s
‘The prtmary purpose of this pas—‘

sage is to
A. analyze what causes Parklnson s
G
B. demonstrate how to prevent
Parkinson’s disease
C. warn the young people of the
~danger of Parkmson s dlsease
D. present new movements in the
' study of Parkinson’s disease

i%ki‘;ﬁ, tii%ﬁ‘%ﬂ'?ﬁ
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