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The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association
(CCBA) is the leading cultural and service organization
overseeing the twenty-seven Chinese organizations in
Southern California’s Chinatown. It consists of three
branches in charge of education, welfare and burial
arrangement for the Chinese community. It has a large
membership, a rigorous structure, well-written and

thorough by-laws, and a long history.
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It has been a hundred and twenty years since CCBA’s
precursor, the Wai Liang Association, was established
in 1889. Our Association has traversed three centu-
ries. I am honored to have served as the Association’s
President these consecutive two years and during its

120th anniversary celebration.
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In order to commemorate our forefathers’ rugged
journey to America, their struggles to establish a
foothold in a strange land against all odds, and their
sweat and tears in the process, we have invited elders
in our community to record an oral history to supple-
ment what we currently have in writing, which would
be included in a commemorative issue after careful

research and verification.
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When we view the history of CCBA, not only do we see
the history of Chinese-American immigrants and the
establishment of the first Asian republic government
in China, we also witness our ancestors’ travails in the
building of the Transcontinental Railroad and the tam-
ing of the West. In this foreign land, they contributed
their labor and agricultural knowledge, but were met

with a bitter life of racial discrimination.
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Our forefathers weathered the anti-Chinese senti-
ments prevalent from the late 19th Century until the
mid 20th Century by holding their heads high and
forging ahead with determination. With the changing
times and progress in society, we now enjoy freedom

and equality that are the fruits of their struggle.
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The founders of our Association did not forget their

Motherland. They poured their relatively limited re-
sources to aid Dr. Sun Yat-sen’s revolution to overturn
the inept, corrupt and feeble Qing government, ending
thousand years of imperial rule and bringing democ-

racy to the Chinese masses.
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China had been in a state of disquietude since the
humiliating Opium War. Scholars lamented this pre-
carious, unstable time of China’s modern history. Our
ancestors in the United States felt the same pain and
sorrow for our Motherland amidst their own suffering
brought on by discriminatory legislations such as the
“Chinese Exclusion Act”. They continued to provide
unwavering monetary and material support of their
native land during eight years of the Sino-Japanese
War.
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This was a widespread and purposeful act of patriotic
fervor. CCBA once again initiated fund-raising events
among the Chinese compatriots. The aim was to help
China defend itself from the marauding Japanese

invaders.
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The “Bowl of Rice” project in Los Angeles’ Chinatown

stipulated that each person must contribute a certain




sum monthly. Those who failed to do so had a rope
tied to their necks & paraded on the streets of China-
town. Perhaps it is hard to imagine that this actually
happened, but such was the unbending patriotic ardor

of our forebears.
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With the repeal of the Chinese Exclusion Act in 1943,
and with the enactment of the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1965, Chinese began their legal
immigration to the United States in large numbers.
Thanks to the indefatigable efforts of our predecessors
of yesteryears, we are able to enjoy rights and privi-
leges just like any other American citizens and legal

residents today.
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Presently, more and more Chinese-Americans hold
key positions in the White House, and in Federal,
State, county and city governments. Many others

excel in their professions and business enterprises,
often garnering accolades for Americans and Chinese-
Americans on the international scene. However, on
this occasion of the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent
Association’s 120th celebration, we must not forget
the painful period surrounding the “Chinese Exclusion
Act” because the Association was established at the

height of the anti-Chinese movement.
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The Chinese Exclusion Act was signed into law on May
6, 1882. It became the first significant restriction on
free immigration aimed at a designated group or race
in U.S. history. It not only halted Chinese immigra-
tion, but the 1884 “Chinese Exclusion Act Amend-
ment” also reinforced greater discrimination against
Chinese already admitted into the U.S. In 1892, the
“Geary Act” extended the “Chinese Exclusion Act” for
another decade, then was renewed in 1902 with no
expiration date. Not until 1943, when the “Magnuson
Act” passed, that the “Chinese Exclusion Act” was
repealed to allow a quota of 105 Chinese immigrants to

enter the U.S. per year.
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The decades surrounding the “Chinese Exclusion Act”
saw the United States shrouded in instability. It was
involved in the Spanish-American War, then World
War I, the Great Depression, the attack on Pearl
Harbor, and World War II. One could imagine how
difficult it was for Chinese-Americans to have to live
with diserimination in the face of all these devastating
events. But they did not cower. They contributed gen-
erously to the causes of the revolution led by Dr. Sun
Yat-sen as well as the eight-year Sino-Japanese War,

even if they had to sacrifice their personal properties.
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The establishment of the Chinese Consolidated
Benevolent Association is closely tied in with the “Chi-
nese Exclusion Act”. Because Chinese immigrants were
not entitled to equal protection under the law at the
time, the Chinese community urgently needed some
form of governing body to handle businesses that were
the domain of a city, county, state or federal govern-
ment. Thus our predecessors organized the Wai Liang
Association, renamed the Chinese Consolidated Be-
nevolent Association in 1910. It was entrusted by the
Federal and California State governments as a pseudo-
government body to oversee the businesses of the
compatriots, disseminate government orders, notarize
contracts, arbitrate litigations, disputes, assaults,
even apprehend criminals and mete out sentences, etc.
In addition, CCBA took on the mission of promoting
Chinese culture in America, so the Chinese Confucius
Temple School of Los Angeles was built, replacing the

old-style private school established earlier.
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As society changes, the functions of the Chinese Con-
solidated Benevolent Association change as well. The
first generation of Chinese-Americans longed for their

motherland while enduring much hardship establish-

ing themselves on foreign soil. The second and third
generations were more fortunate because they were
entitled to their rights of citizenship and education.
They were able to integrate more smoothly in all
aspects of American life such as its culture, science,
education, finance, law, and society. Not only were
they able to leave the confines of the Chinese com-
munity to assimilate into the mainstream society, they
managed to come to the fore to win the approval of the

general populace.
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The Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association

and Chinatown were founded to meet the needs of

the Chinese community during the anti-Chinese era,
but at a deeper level, they reflected the recognition

of Chinese culture. CCBA moves in tandem with the
changing times, so it shifts from being an organiza-
tion that assumed the functions of the government

to one that works in conjunction with the powers

that govern in an enabling capacity. CCBA assists the
community in establishing vocational training, health
centers and social welfare organizations. The scope
has been extended to helping other Asian immigrant
groups, foreign students and refugees. In addition, the
Association actively supports and encourages Chinese-
Americans to run for elected offices, initiates voter
registration drives, endorses Asian-American political

candidates as well as mainstream politicians.
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The twenty-seven Chinatown associations that make
up the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent Association
compose of family associations, regional associations,
business associations, "tongs” and others. These as-
sociations are founded for various reasons. The early
Chinese immigrants, upon landing in a foreign land
whose language & customs they did not understand,
had to band together for mutual assistance and sup-
port to expeditiously adapt to the new way of life. As
they became more adept, they began helping new-
comers find lodgings, provide food and help with job
search. Today, these functions have evolved into main-
taining social contacts, engaging in charitable work

and nurturing camaraderie via fun activities.
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The twenty-seven Chinese Associations are classified
as follows by surnames, geographic regions, indus-

tries, and other attributes.
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Single surname associations: Lee On Dong Benevo-

S

lent Association; Eng Family Benevolent Associa-
tion; Wong Family Benevolent Association; Southern
California Mar’s Family Association; Lim’s Family
Association; Gee Poy Kuo Association; Southern Cali-
fornia Yee Family Association ; Louie Way Benevolent

Association.
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Multiple surnames association: Fong Lun Associa-
tion (Sit, Seto); Gee How Oak Tien Association (Chan,
Woo, Yuen); Soo Yen Fraternal Association (Lui, Fong,
Kwong); Lung Gong Tin Yee Association (Lau, Kwan,
Cheung, Chiu); Chew Lun Association (Hom, Tam,
Hui, Tse) and Gee Tuck Sam Tuck Association (Choi,
Ng, Chow, Yung ,Tau).

ke E M a A ¢ (@ ho B R
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Per geographic regions:

Hoy Ping Benevolent Association of Southern Califor-
nia; Hoy Sun Ning Yang Association; Ning Kui Kong
Wue Association; Bo On Association; Kong Chow

Benevolent Association.
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Business Associations:

(rdmea) ~ (3%

Jan Ying Benevolent Association, Ying On Merchants
& Labor Association.

Hie: (X2¥E) ~ (B LE) -
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Others:

Bing Kong Tong Association; Hop Sing Tong Associa-
tion; Chinese American Citizens Alliance, Chinese

Women's New Life Movement Club; Kuo Ming Tang.
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Although the Chinese Consolidated Benevolent As-
sociation’s building is not high, what are lofty are

our predecessors’ principles that continue to be true
today. It is the values of righteousness, courage, love,
and passion to advocate its missions that will leave an

illustrious example for future generations to follow.

“Chinese-Americans should be proud of their culture
and their ancestors’ contribution to America.” — U.S.

President Ronald Reagan
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China’s ancient history has long been admired by
many of her neighbors. Our ancestors long ago began
to expand the territory in all directions. King Wu of
the Zhou Dynasty toppled the Shang Dynasty and
established many feudal states. The first emperor of
the Qin Dynasty sent 3,000 young men and women to
sea to search for the elixir of longevity. They never re-
turned and are believed to have settled on the islands
of Japan. During the Han Dynasty, envoys were sent
westward. Their footsteps became the Silk Road, which
extended to the border of Rome. Chinese citizens of
the Tang Dynasty traded with Arabs, Iranians (then
known as Persians) as well as people throughout Asia.
Upon the emperor’s request, the legendary Tang Bud-
dhist monk XudnZang recorded his pilgrimage to India
to obtain Buddhist religious texts in his book The
Great Tang Records on the Western Regions, which




has become a great reference source for the study of
medieval Central Asia and India, covering more than
140 country’s local conditions and social customs.

The Mongolians of the Yuan Dynasty, renowned for
their military skills, invaded and amassed territories
spanning Europe and Asia. Marco Polo from Italy lived
in China for 17 years and wrote The Book of Won-
ders, praising China’s rich resources. In recent years,
Gavin Menzies, a British submarine commander,
wrote a book titled 1421: The Year China Discovered
the World, in which he asserted that ships from the
Chinese fleet of admiral Zheng traveled to the Ameri-
cas prior to Christopher Columbus’ arrival in 1492 and
circumnavigated the globe a century before Ferdinand
Magellan.
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According to the Chinese Academy of Social Sci-

ence’s 2007 Global Politic and Safety report, overseas
Chinese immigrants are the world’s largest immigrant
group. The number has surpassed 35,000,000, with
Chinese associations established worldwide.

FEEDPESEMNLE ORIGINATION
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According to The United States Immigration records,
Chinese began to stream into the United States in
1820, but the majority of the immigrants arrived in

1850. There were many reasons why the Chinese im-
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migrated, ranging from attractions and explorations
of the West to pursuing a better life. The main reason,
however, was to escape from the endless chaos caused
by war.
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Because Guangdong Province borders Hong Kong,
news from abroad were easily gathered. Consequently,
residents of this province, especially from the coun-
ties of Taishan, Kaiping, Enping and Xinhiu, were the
earliest people to leave for the United States. Upon
arrival in the United States, they lived close to each
other, forming a compact community — Chinatown,

and spoke their home dialect — The “Tang” dialect.
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Although the majority of Chinese immigrants from
Guangdong arrived in 1848 due to the enticement of
the Gold Rush in California, not all were prospecting
for gold.
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From 1862-1869, Congress authorized two railroad
companies, Central Pacific Company and Union Pacific
Company, to undertake one of the most ambitious
projects ever contemplated: the construction of a
transcontinental railroad. It would span 1,800 miles
across expansive plains, arid deserts, and the rugged
granite walls of the Sierra Nevada and Rocky Moun-

tains. The Central Pacific Company hired over 10,000




