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& 1 B 35T /Unit 1
B 2 W Hr - IE#/ Francis Bacon

28§ - 3/ John Dryden

{Emmikix Selected Reading

& ER B A/ About the Author

Francis Bacon (1561—1626) was an English statesman, philosopher and
essayist, who borrowed the genre of the essai from the French author Michel
Montaigne but quite differed from him in both content and style. As a thinker, he
formed a philosophy with such books as Advancement of Learning (1605),
Novum Organum (1620), De Augmentis Scientiarum (1623) and New Atlantis
(1627 ), whose scientific methodology, criticism of medieval scholastics, and
classification of the branches of knowledge broadened the European mind.

Bacon was born in London and educated at Trinity College, Cambridge. His
knowledge of Latin and “high” learning enabled him to serve in the court. He was
successively appointed solicitor-general, attorney-general, lord keeper, and lord
chancellor. Partly as a result of political conflicts and mainly due to his own
deeds, he was charged with taking bribes, disqualified from Parliament, and
excluded from the court. Thus ended his public life. /

Though most of his writings were philosophical, Bacon also distinguished
himself as an eloquent essayist. His Essays,containing fifty-eight short pieces of
writing published in several editions from 1597 to 1625, ranked among the best
prose works in English, with bright ideas and a collection of concise aphorisms.

He invented an explicit, direct and terse prose style, which owed much to the
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Latin author Seneca but distinctly his own, and exerted great influence on

subsequent English writing.

@ it X /Selection
Of Marriage and Single Life

He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune'; for they are
impediments to great enterprises, either of virtue or mischiefl. Certainly the best
works, and of greatest merit for the public, have proceeded {rom the unmarried
or childless men, which both in affection and means have married and endowed
the public. Yet it were great reason that those that have children should have
greatest care of future times, unto which they know they must transmit their
dearest pledges. Some there are who, though they lead a single life. yet their
thoughts do end with themselves, and account future times impertinences®. Nay,
there are some other that account wife and children but as bills of charges. Nay
more, there are some foolish rich covetous men that take a pride in having no
children, because they may be thought so much the richer. For perhaps they have
heard some talk, “Such an one is a great rich man”. and another except to it,
“Yea, but he hath a great charge of children”, as if it were an abatement to his
riches. But the most ordinary cause of a single life is liberty. especially in certain
self-pleasing and humorous® minds, which are so sensible of every restraint, as
they will go near to think their girdles and garters to be bonds and shackles.
Unmarried men are best friends, best masters. best servants, but not always best
subjects, for they are light to run away', and almost all fugitives are of that
condition. A single life doth well with churchmen. for charity will hardly water
the ground where it must first fill a pool. Tt is indifferent’ for judges and
magistrates, for if they be [acile® and corrupt, you shall have a servant five times
worse than a wife. For soldiers, I find the generals commonly in their hortatives’
put men in mind of their wives and children; and I think the despising of marriage
amongst the Turks maketh the vulgar® soldier more base. Certainly wife and
children are a kind of discipline of humanity; and single men. though they may be
many times more charitable, because their means are less exhaust’, yet, on the
other side, they are more cruel and hard-hearted (good to make severe
inquisitors) , because their tenderness is not so oft called upon. Grave natures,

led by custom, and therefore constant, are commonly loving husbands, as was
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said of Ulysses, Vetulam suam praetulit immortalitati'® . Chaste women are
often proud and froward, as presuming upon the merit of their chastity. It is one
of the best bonds, both of chastity and obedience, in the wife if she think her
husband wise. which she will never do if she find him jealous. Wives are young
men's mistresses, companions for middle age, and old men’s nurses,so as a man
may have a quarrel to marry'' when he will. But yet he was reputed one of the
wise men'? that made answer to the question when a man should marry:“A young
man not yet, an elder man not at all. ” It is often seen that bad husbands have
very good wives; whether it be that it raiseth the price of their husbands’
kindness when it comes, or that the wives take a pride in their patience. But this
never fails.if the bad husbands were of their own choosing, against their friends’
consent; for then they will be sure to make good their own folly.

@ 4%/ About the Selection

(RUS & 5 ph & ) (“Of Marriage and Single Life”) % B (BEE £ ) (The
Essays). % 1l 58 R /NI B, Fe BEUEAR A AN MR, A8 SCHETE S 8.
] A f1 0 [ S BOb R Z2 26 48 17 GREZ A5 ) (“Of Studies”) . (iR 3 ) (“Of Beauty™)
FRH . HS XU E R R AL, BE A S MBI TS, WA ANRE B
BHEn G NAET M AR Z IREEL AT W, B, EATR T IEBOCH S
o HEARAE [ SR AR T 15 XX R A 7E A C MBS L2 ARIE T
B — ML ) SR B RO XA

CHR PP 5 B ) A IE S B A J5 T 23 BIE R T 1B Il 5 0k & o il gk, —FF RS
AL A7 % I Z NAEFEIUE K 5, DR o B0 LA R K 28 5 o B 2 A TC & ot
iHI&E F AL REUAUR BEXT AL s K FTik. SR, ths — s B3 MR REE X
WABUE . X A LA Ao J0 3 LB R, et K ST M. EES
ARSI - By 3 T LUK AR MR 5T s B ST i b (B HIAR RE RO SR 4F 1Y
BR . 45R,% T4 TIBM ARG, FER L% % T LA A MR . 2 AN
Al — i AT R R ol i i &2, (B E S —FE. B TARE
BT K Z R B MBI TR A NS B, Dt S ERE.

B AR AR B E —HE  GRIBIE S B P R Z 4 ANRBHER ., 0. “F
FEILA L ArE T AT, AR K S, Bib B (FERBP “ETRER
NI e N A AR 4, 7“4 s B 3, B3 L SRR T DL A B
BV A A DT TSR PR TG P B0 5 |5, AR T [ R B A
RS | HliEim] ¥ ) The Concise Ox ford Dictionary of Quotations) ¥, SEAR I FE4E
Wz izl W—3E.,
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€ % /Notes

1. He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune:that is, he
has to act cautiously in order not to bring harm to the hostages (his wife and
children). WH FHERFRN “FZILELC M arEff 1 AB " E 3 #“hath”5F
F“has”,

2. impertinences:irrelevant concerns A A+ )3

3. humorous: capricious,odd, peevish {14 1) . BE Y

4. light to run away:burdenless and free to run away Jo& £ 5 Tk T

5. indifferent: of no importance JCATIE MY, TG AR ERY

6. if they be facile;if they are easily influenced & 4l {ﬁ{ﬂ]ﬁ-%@j’(}\lﬁﬁ%ﬁ

B d i) “be” 78 B AL 3518 b ZE T “should be”. facile: easily influenced or
persuaded, pliable (4% ) ZEI ) . 55 R AN FF A 1Y

7. hortatives: exhortations &

8. vulgar: ordinary %3 ']

9. exhaust: exhausted, drained f£5¢, G

10. Vetulam suam praetulit immortalitati ; ** He preferred his old wife to
immortality. ”This is what Cicero said of Ulysses. meaning Ulysses might have
had immortality in the company of the nymph Calypso. but preferred to go back
to his old wife Penelope. It m)5| [ &5 % 1 & 25 1 1 & . 115({ ’%{E%ﬁ? (M. T.
Cicero, 106—43BC) G BEER Y (On the Orator) 55— &5 35 0 CUAI P ED
ot 2 ) e 1 M At AN A B SR

11. a quarrel to marry:a reason or an excuse to marry %% U195 BfE O

12. one of the wise men: 48 X F| &5 1Y Z= #) W7 ( Thales of Miletus, 640—
550BC) , tr A M T iE “ & i £ 5% (the Seven Sages of Greece) 22— LAY 34K [a]
B, B H T IR K & A Tk E R

@ Z# i /Study Questions

1. What is Bacon’s role in the development of the essay in the history of
English literature?

2. What are the advantages and disadvantages of a married life according to
Bacon?

3. Do you agree with Bacon on the problems of marriage and single life?

4. Paraphrase and comment on the {ollowing:

1) He that hath wife and children hath given hostages to fortune.

2) Unmarried men are best friends. .. of that condition.



