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AN ENGLISH FOREWORD TO THE THIRD EDITION

Great changes have taken place over the last ten years in the field of foreign language
education in China, parallel to the changes in both epistemology and technology in
the increasingly internationalized world, which has led to the innovation of the English
education curriculum as well to the renovation of the English education environment.

Growing up with Web 2.0 in a world that is more flat than ever before, foreign
language learners of the network generation cannot but confront the overwhelming diversity
of information resources presented in the distinct multimedia manner. Defying the traditional
conviction on the one hand and the liberal rhetoric on the other, students of the 90s are
more self-conscious than any earlier generation in terms of what to learn and how to learn,
and, more importantly, where to seek information. Consequently, the foreign language
setting is no longer physically constrained and the student-centered modality is but the
classroom norm of the bygone days, an eminent situation recognized by language teachers
and curriculum designers.

Conscious of the changed and still changing behavior of the foreign language education
community, we, as English textbook developers and classroom teachers, set out revising
and updating our knowledge of the more diversified foreign language education practice
as well as of the web-generation of foreign language learners, before we set out revising
and updating the earlier edition of the textbook A New English Course. Grounded in the
philosophy of educating English-major students in the direction of preparing them to become
foreign language professionals who are, characteristically, conscientious and responsible
citizens, enthusiastic and life-long learners, proficient and appropriate cross-cultural
communicators, reliable and industrious problem solvers, consistent and unfailing workers,
and critical and unbiased thinkers, we develop this new edition considering both national
and international dimensions of literary ideas and ideals, drawing upon both technical and
rhetorical resources of content, integrating both technological and humanistic approaches
of methodology, and promoting both linguistic expertise and academic scholarship of the
learner.
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Unit 1

LANGUAGE STRUCTURES

The p;plls should be told that thei“r homework has to be checked before they hand it in.
. She isn’t paid anything for overtime.

. | don't think anybody should be made fun of because of his physical handicap.

They say / It is said that three parks will be expanded.

PRACTICE
) O cues:

R

ahlatl Fd:t’

pupils’ homework is full of careless mistakes

tell the pupils to check their homework before
they hand it in

the tape-recorders give scratchy sounds

tell the language lab assistant to clean the mag-
netic heads often '

tell the pedestrians to use the zebra crossing

D R TR T R Arssssnibnsarnrian,

. Did you tell them to check their homework
before they hand it in? i

............................................................................

: I think they should be told that their home- §
work has to be checked before they hand it

..........................................................................

~often work overtime

not paid anything extra for over-
time

people like to jaywalk
Example:
A:

)/

‘,

| A:

l '47 AR T T T T 11 21
) O cues:

Lilian work hard

Ronald study ina mght school

be a conscientious student

taught many practical subjects

Dave

- work on some statistics work hard at it

given a micro-computer to do
the task




Example:

| A: Lilian’s been working very hard, : B:
I was told.

| A: Is she paid anything extra for B:

’ overtime?’

7 @O A. cues:

1. Don’t make fun of people because of their phy5|cal handicap.
2. Don’t turn anybody down because of his hoarse voice.
3. Don’t look down on anybody because of his shabby clothes.

E\ample
A:
v B: Why do they do that?
A: B Well, | don’t think anybody should be made
) ) fun of because of his physical handicap.
B. Cues:

1. They handed out brochures to visitors at the exhibition.
2. Someone put forward a good proposal at the discussion.
3. They didn't arrive at a decision at the meeting yesterday.

Example:

A: J B: Very good.




) @ cues:

Ph“ ‘ 531 :
expand three parks o more space for enjoyment and rest
build an amusement park o a place to go for recreation and pleasure
set up a modern sewerage system N a clean and healthy environment
clraw upa plats 1o removains fhe susdiom N a pro.per stadium for national games and local sports
meetings

Example:

' A: People say the city has mapped out a construction plan for the

next year.’

..........................................................................................................

B:
-
!
4
/-
B: 3
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¢ 7 DIALOGUE

The Olympic Games

Hi, Mark!

Hi, Jessie, nice to see you! Why are you looking so worried?

I’'m writing an essay on the Olympic Games, but, you know, | know very little about them. It is
said that you are an Olympic expert, so could you please give me some help?

No problem! What do you want to know?

I only know the ancient Olympic Games originated in Athens. Could you tell me something
about them?

Well, the ancient Olympic Games were a series of competitions held between representatives
of several Greek city-states’ and kingdoms, which featured mainly athletic but also combat and
chariot” racing events.

| hear the origin of the Olympics is shrouded in mystery and legend.

It is. One of the most popular myths identifies Heracles” and his father Zeus’ as the progenitors
of the Games. According to legend, it was Heracles who first called the Games “Olympic” and
established the custom of holding them every four years.

When were the first Olympic Games held?

In 776 BC'. The Games reached their zenith in the 6th and 5th centuries BC'', but then
gradually declined after the Roman Empire came to dominate ancient Greece. They were
abolished in 393 AD .

What a pity! When did they begin to revive?

Not until about 1,500 years later, when a young French educator, Baron Pierre de Coubertin'’,
proposed that the ancient Games be revived on an international scale.

His attempt at reviving the Games must have been warmly welcomed.

No. In fact, his attempt was not met with much enthusiasm. Still, he persisted.

So when and where were the first modern Olympic Games held?

They were held in Athens in 1896, with 241 athletes from 14 nations competing in 43 events.
And now the Games have grown to more than 10,000 competitors from over 200 countries.
They’ve really developed.

They have.

I know the Olympic Games are held in a different city each time. But who is responsible for
choosing the host city?

The International Olympic Committee is responsible for that, as well as overseeing the planning
of the Olympic Games, and updating and approving the sports program.

You really do know a lot about the Olympic Games. Thank you so much for your help!

It's a pleasure.



Role-Play

Learning to Do Taijiquan (Shadow-boxing)
Situation:

Mrs. Dudley, an English teacher from Canada teaching at Pujiang University, is being interviewed by
Cui, a school paper reporter, on how she learned to do taijiquan, a Chinese traditional exercise.

Roles:

Mrs. Dudley — keen on taijiquan

She had heard a lot about taijiquan before she came to China. She has been doing taijiquan for six
months now and is in better health.

Cui — assigned to interview Mrs. Dudley about how she learned to do taijiquan

Some sentences and sentence frames you might use:

I understand that you ...

I wonder if | could ...

| hope you won’t mind ...

How do you feel after ...Please feel free to ask me any questions concerning ...
Before we came to China, we’d been told ... / we’d been discussing ...

| had to watch closely my teacher’s precise and controlled movements.

I must be careful with every movement | do.

| thought it was easy to ..., but ...

| found that it was difficult to ... in the proper way.



7 LISTENING IN & SPEAKING OUT

Popular Sports in Britain
o Get to know the following before listening.

1. Formula One — also known as Formula 1 or F1, and currently officially referred to as
the FIA Formula One World Championship, is the highest class of single seater auto
racing sanctioned by FIA. The “formula” in the name refers to a set of rules to which all
participants’ cars must comply.

2. household name — someone or something that is very famous

3. Super League — Super League is the top-level professional rugby league football club
competition of Europe. The League features fourteen teams: twelve from England, one
from Wales and one from France, which compete from February to October.

4. The Derby — The Derby Stakes, known colloquially as The Derby and internationally as
The Epsom Derby, is Britain’s richest horse race, and the most prestigious of the country’s
five Classics.

‘_D Listen to the recording and answer the following questions.

1. What is meant by “It's no wonder many British people think in sporting seasons rather than
years.”?

2. What kind of role do sports play in the lives of British people?

3. Can you name some sports that first appeared in Britain?

4. What is the most popular sport in England and how long a history does it have?

5. What do you know about Wimbledon, the world’s most famous tennis tournament?

6. What are popular spectator sports that people can place bets on at legal betting shops?

@ Speaking practice.

1. Discuss the message / main arguments of the passage with your partner(s).
2. Give an oral presentation on the summary of the main points of the passage.
3. Discuss and comment on the effectiveness of each other’s oral presentation.



¢7 READING |
PRE-READING ACTIVITY

Football is one of the most popular sports throughout the world, and many people are crazy
about it. Do you like playing football? Do you feel puzzled at the title of the text? Why are
there TWO kinds of football? Think about the following questions before you read the text.

1. What are the two kinds of football the text is going to talk about?

2. Can you introduce some rules of the “football” that you are familiar with?

3. Do you think football will be even more popular in the near future?

TEXT
Two Kinds of Football

American football, not to be confused with the football called soccer, is the American national
sport. It developed from the British game of rugby and, although it is played in no other country in
the world (except Canada), it excites tremendous enthusiasm. Intercollegiate games (games between
universities) are great social occasions. More than 100,000 mothers and fathers, brothers and sisters,
students and football fans" from the general public, crowd into the huge, luxurious stadiums. During
a recent college final'" in the Rose Bowl at Pasadena, California'’®, there were severe earthquake
tremors, but nobody noticed!

The method of scoring in American football is the same as in rugby. Players try to carry the ball
over the opponents’ line, and then to earn more points by kicking the ball between the upright goal
posts above the bar. But that is where the likeness between the two games ends.

American football has a reputation for being a brutal and dangerous game. This reputation is
not really deserved. The players hurl themselves at each other fiercely, but today their uniforms and
helmets (fitted with visors to protect their faces) are so skilfully padded that there are few serious
injuries. By comparison, the rugby player is almost naked, having only a thin jersey and a pair of
shorts to protect him from his opponents’ boots and tackling .

Ihe Americans are addicted to crazes.” When they take something up, they do so
wholeheartedly, and often the rest of the world follows their lead. Jogging is an example of this. The
Americans now have another craze, a game which most other countries call “football,” but which
they call soccer. Soccer is spreading like wildfire through all the States and gaining in popularity
on baseball " It is being run by big business and TV advertisers, who are doing everything they can
to sell it to the public. They are employing famous fashion designers to design novel uniforms for
the players. They have introduced a musical background to the games, and there is a big screen in
the stadium which explains to spectators what is happening. Most important, they have hired, at
enormous expense, famous coaches and players from Europe and South America. They have also

changed some of the rules, including the offside rules™ to make the game more exciting.



Soccer games can now draw crowds of over 70,000 in cities where baseball attracts a mere
20,000 spectators. The soccer stadiums are much more luxurious than the vast majority of European
and South American league grounds™. There is a seat for everyone and a parking lot for 25,000 cars.
Soccer is being brilliantly promoted, like any other promising American product.

VOCABULARY
a. Guess the meanings of the words from the context by matching each word in Column A
with the word or phrase in Column B that is similar in meaning.

A B
1. confuse a. make it difficult for someone to think clearly
2. tremendous b. savagely violent
3. tremor c. extremely large in size or amount
4. upright d. aslight earthquake
5. brutal e. showing signs of future success
6. enormous f. very great in amount, scale, or intensity
7. majority g. placed in a vertical position
8. promising h. the greater number

b. Look up the following words in an English-English dictionary and write down the definition
of each word that fits the context.

luxurious
score
opponent
reputation
visor
jersey
craze

N s W

spectator

QUESTIONS
Answer the following questions orally.

What is the national sport of America?

Where else is American football played in the world other than in the United States?
Cite an example to show Americans’ enthusiasm for their football.

How do American football players score points?

What do people usually think about American football?

In what way is soccer gaining in popularity on sports such as baseball?

What have Americans done to make the soccer game more exciting?

0 NG A Sl T

What are some of the crazes that Americans are addicted to?



