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Bill Gates at an early age became a diligent
learner. He read the World Book Encyclopedia
series start to finish. His parents encouraged his
appetite for reading by paying for any book he
wanted.

Still, they worried that he seemed to prefer
books to people. They tried to temper that streak
by forcing him to be a greeter at their parties and a
waiter at his father’s professional functions.

Then, at age 11, Bill Sr. says, the son blossomed
intellectually, peppering his parents with questions
about international affairs, business and the nature
of life.

“It was interesting and I thought it was great,”
Mr. Gates Sr. says. “Now, I will say to you, his
mother did not appreciate it. It bothered her.”

The son pushed against his mother’s instinct
to control him, sparking a battle of wills. All those
things that she had expected of him—a clean
room, being at the dinner table on time, not biting

his pencils—suddenly turned into a big source of
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friction. The two
fell into explosive
arguments.

“He was nasty,”
Ms. Armintrout says
of her brother.

Mr. Gates Sr. played the role of peacemaker.
“He’d sort of break them apart and calm things
down,” says Ms. Blake, the eldest sibling.

The battles reached a climax at dinner one night
when Bill Gates was around 12. Over the table, he
shouted at his mother, in what today he describes as
“utter, total sarcastic, smart-ass kid rudeness”.

That’s when Mr. Gates Sr., in a rare blast of
temper, threw the glass of water in his son’s face.

He and Mary brought their son to a therapist.
“I’m at war with my parents over who is in control,”
Bill Gates recalls telling the counselor. Reporting
back, the counselor told his parents that their son
would ultimately win the battle for independence,
and their best course of action was to ease up on
him.

Mr. Gates Sr. understood that counsel because of
his own childhood, an hour’s ferry ride from Seattle
in the working-class town of Bremerton. “There
wasn’t a lot of structure to my growing up,” he
says. “I had an awful lot of discretion about where I
went, what I did, who I did it with.”

His mother was doting and easygoing. His

sister, his only sibling, was seven years older. And

FRE TIFARHRE], X2 H R/ AL
TREF 2 ] BE R £ T ARPRE A AL
W EAERE R, RAFETWAR
WAL 0,

BT K A8 3% AR R R B BF R O3, At
MR EMARITR

E k7 S IR R

. smARMIHAHGE: “fluf 7 U AT
fi153IF, i A TR "

T/ 125 W, B 72 (1]
BRI —G R WA T, AR
b, DERGAERRKD K, B
1% 15 kXA R F IR IE AR A L
T BN Z fER:, — AR
EEBARY/MVEEE, TLAS R A TAL. 7

Ui E R R PFFHL TR, 2
ZFEMTFEKEILTR k%,

)5 & i KME T /N K %
TR BB AR R 5 25 R [ it
XLLERER AL AT ML
RRPE B ARG, " & 1 K W M2k P
BRAX LT HiSWHR SR “PRAT18L
TR, i Mo, B
N BT, b EZ A,

i A Y AR R 7 I S Y 1 i

A —A~/INEHYURR /N A 7 R ot
9, ARELE R THBZ, FikE
AP OEEABENT L, KK
WK IR A REAR, " &6 Kok
A, “FAT A ) RN HE—R L
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his father was a
workaholic who
sacrificed child-
rearing to work
at a furniture
store he owned
with a partner. “His complete focus was on the
store,” Bill Sr. says.

Mr. Gates Sr. early on built a life outside of
his home. Next door, the Braman family had two
boys for him to play with and a father who would
become his most important role model.

That man, Dorm Braman, had built his
business and would later become a Naval officer,
mayor of Seattle and a US assistant secretary of
transportation. In the late 1930s, Mr. Braman
brought Bill Sr. on family road trips across the
country. He was scoutmaster of Bill Sr.’s Boy
Scout troop, leading the boys on hikes through the
Olympic Mountains and driving them in a beat-up
bus to Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks. The
troop spent two years building a log house from
Douglas firs they felled themselves. Mr. Braman had
“no sense of personal limitations whatsoever,” says
Mr. Gates Sr.

Bill Sr. and Mary ultimately took a page from
that upbringing: They backed off. They enrolled
their son in a school that they thought would give
him more freedom. That was the private Lakeside
School, now known as the place where Bill Gates
discovered computers.

Mr. Gates says he began to realize, “Hey, I don’t
have to prove my position relative to my parents.
I just have to figure out what ’'m doing relative to
the world.”
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Story of the Young Mr Gates (II)
bR - SEREERYME (11)

As a child—and as an adult as well—Bill was
untidy. It has been said that in order to counteract
this, Mary drew up weekly clothing plans for
him. On Mondays he might go to school in blue,
on Tuesdays in green, on Wednesdays in brown,
on Thursdays in black, and so on , Weekend
meal schedules might also be planned in detail.
Everything time, at work or during his leisure time.

Dinner table discussions in the Gate’s family
home were always lively and
educational. “It was a rich
environment in which to
learn,” Bill remembered.

Bill’s contemporaries,
even at the age, recognized that he was exceptional.
Every year, he and his friends would go to summer
camp. Bill especially liked swimming and other
sports. One of his summer camp friends recalled, “He
was never a nerd or a goof or the kind of kid you
didn’t want your team. We all knew Bill was smarter
than us. Even back then, when he was nine or ten
years old, he talked like an adult and could express
himself in ways that none of us understood.”

Bill was also well ahead of his classmates in
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contemporary [kan'tempareril n. BRRA adj. AR FEIFEIE: contemporary literature 533,

contemporary western philosophy IR 78 F 2
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mathematics and science. He needed to go to a
school that challenged him to Lakeside—an all-boys’
school for exceptional students. It was Seattle’s
most exclusive school and was noted for its rigorous
academic demands, a place where “even the dumb
kids were smart”.

Lakeside allowed students to pursue their own
interests, to whatever extent they wished. The
school prided itself on making conditions and
facilities available that would enable all its students
to reach their full potential . It was the ideal
environment for someone like Bill Gates.

In 1968, the school made a decision that would
change thirteen-year-old Bill Gates’s life—and that
of many of others, too.

Funds were raised, mainly by parents, that
enabled the school to gain access to a computer—a
Program Data processor(PDP)—through a teletype
machine. Type in a few instructions on the teletype
machine and a few seconds later the PDP would
type back its response. Bill Gates was immediately
hooked—so was his best friend at the time, Kent
Evans, and another student, Paul Allen, who was
two years older than Bill.

Whenever they had free time, and sometimes
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when they didn’t, they would dash over to the
computer room to use the machine. The students
became so single-minded that they soon overtook
their teachers in knowledge about computing and
got into a lot of trouble because of their obsession.
They were neglecting their other studies—every
piece of word was handed in late. Classes were
cut. Computer time was also proving to be very
expensive. Within months, the whole budget that
had been set aside for the year had been used up.

At fourteen, Bill was already writing short
programs for the computer to perform. Early games
programs such as Tic-Tac-Toe, or Noughts and
Crosses, and Lunar Landing were written in what
was to become Bill’s second language, BASIC.

One of the reasons Bill was so good at
programming is because it is mathematical and
logical. During his time at Lakeside, Bill scored a
perfect eight hundred on a mathematics test. It was
extremely important to him to get this grade—he
had to take the test more than once in order to do it.

If Bill Gates was going to be good at something.
It was essential to be the best.

Bill’s and Paul’s fascination with computers and
the business world meant that they read a great deal.
Paul enjoyed magazines like Popular Electronics,
Computer time was expensive and, because both
boys were desperate to get more time and because
Bill already had an insight into what they could
achieve financially, the two of them decided to
set themselves up as a company: The Lakeside
Programmers Group. “Let’s call the real world and

try to sell something to it!” Bill announced.
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