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Business and Economics

Learning Objectives

1.To know what an argumentative essay is;

2.To learn the basic structure of an argumentative essay;

3. To learn the basic components of an argumentative essay;

4. To be able to draft an outline with a clear structure and components for an argumentative essay.

Writing Skill Development &

Basic Structure.of. an Argumentative, Essa

What is an argumentative essay?

An argumentative essay makes a claim about a topic and justifies this claim with spe-
cific evidence. The claim could be an opinion, a policy proposal, an evaluation, a cause-
and-effect statement, or an interpretation. The goal of the argumentative essay is to con-
vince the audience that the claim is true based on the evidence provided.

Argumentative essay writing requires the author to investigate a topic, collect, and
evaluate evidence, establish a position on the topic in a concise manner and show that he/

she makes conclusions based on definite facts instead of on personal assumptions only.

The structure of an argumentative essay

= A clear, concise and defined thesis statement that occurs in the first part of the
essay

The first part of an argumentative essay, which is generally understood as the intro-
duction, is the broad beginning of the essay that fulfils the following tasks:
(a) Set the context—provide general information about the main idea, explaining

the situation so the reader can make sense of the topic and the claims the author
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makes and supports.

(b) State why the main idea is important—tell the reader why he/she should care
about the issue and keep reading. The author’s goal is to create a compelling,
clear, and convincing essay people will want to read and act upon.

(c) State the thesis/claim (thesis statement)—compose a sentence or two stating
the position the author will support with logos (sound reasoning: induction,

deduction), pathos (balanced emotional appeal), and ethos (author credibility).

“Fixing” What Is Not Broken

[Introduction) [Set the contexf] Every pet owner knows that there are enormous responsibilities that
go along with having a cat or dog. You must feed and exercise your pet, to keep it physically healthy; you
must play with it, and keep it emotionally healthy too. You have to keep it safe from cars, people, or other
animals, and you ought to protect other people, property, or pets from your own animal. There’s another
responsibility that not all pet owners think about, however: spaying or neutering, or “fixing”. What does
“fixing” your pet mean? Simply put, it means taking your pet to the vet for a quick, cheap surgery that will
prevent your pet from ever becoming a mother or father. This surgery solves problems that pet owners
know about, and some that they might not have considered before. [Thesis statemenf In fact, | believe that
all pet owners should be required to have their pets fixed.

Source: http://spot.pcc.edu.

= Clear and logical transitions between the introduction, body, and conclusion

Transitions are the links that hold the foundation of an essay together. Without logical
progression of thought, the structure will collapse, and the reader is unable to follow the
essay’s argument. In other words, transitions tell readers what to do with the information
presented to them.

Transitions should wrap up the idea from the previous section and introduce the idea
that is to follow in the next section. Whether single words, quick phrases or full sentences,
they function as signs for readers that tell them how to think about, organize, and react to
old and new ideas as they read through what has been written (www.writingcentre.ubc.ca).

The organization of an argumentative essay includes two elements: (a) the order in
which different parts of the discussion or argument are presented, and (b) the relation-
ships constructed between these parts. Transitions cannot substitute for good organi-
zation, but they can make the organization clearer and easier to follow. Here are a few

examples:
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a. In addition to this point, there are many studies which establish a relationship between the income
of one’s parents and success in school.

b. By contrast, other passages of the poem suggest a totally different mood.

c. This emphasis on pharmaceutical intervention, however, brings with it real dangers. For example,
the medication often brings immediately harmful side effects. Moreover, it can also create long-term
addiction. Beyond that, there is the question of the expense. This being the case, one wonders why we are
so keen to continue with this medication. &

d. Moreover, rock 'n’ roll music has exercised an important influence on civil rights in North America.
In fact, in popular music since the 1950’s, more than in any other activity (with the possible exception of
professional sports), black people have won fame, fortune, and lasting status among the white middle-class.

Source: http://records.viu.ca.

As the examples suggest, transitions can help reinforce the underlying logic of an
argument’s organization by providing the reader with essential information regarding
the relationship between the presented ideas. In this way, transitions act as the glue that
binds the components of the argument or discussion into a unified, coherent, and persuasive

whole.

= Body part with evidential support

Each paragraph should be limited to the discussion of one general idea. This allows
for clarity and direction throughout the essay. In addition, such conciseness creates an
ease of readability for the audience. It is important to note that each paragraph in the
body of the essay must have some logical connection to the thesis statement in the
opening paragraph. And each idea should be supported with evidence, whether factual,

logical, statistical or anecdotal. The following are two examples:

The reasons for the lull suggest it should be temporary.

First, the tsunami in Japan sent its GDP tumbling and disrupted supply chains, and thus industrial
output, around the world, particularly in April. But just as that slump shows up in the economic statistics,
more forward-looking evidence points to a rebound. The summer production schedules of American car
firms, for instance, indicate that the pace of annualized GDP growth there will accelerate by at least a
percentage point.

Second, demand was dented by a sudden surge in oil prices earlier this year. More income is being
shifted from cash-strapped consumers in oil-importing countries to producers who tend to sit on their
treasures. Costlier fuel has knocked consumer confidence, particularly in gas-guzzling America. And there
is still an uncomfortable possibility that further instability in the Arab world will send prices soaring again.
Nonetheless, at least for now, the pressure is waning. America’s average petrol price, though still 21%
higher than at the beginning of the year, has started to fall. That should boost shoppers’ morale (and their
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spending).

Third, many emerging economies have tightened the monetary policy in response to high inflation.
China’s consumer-price inflation accelerated to 5.5% in the year to May. India’s wholesale prices leapt by
9.1%. Slower growth is, in part, a welcome sign that their central banks have taken action, and that those
measures are beginning to work. The bigger risk is that nervousness about a weakening world economy
leads to a premature pause in the tightening. With monetary conditions still extraordinarily loose, such a
loss of resolve would make higher inflation and an eventual crash far more likely.

Source: Sticky Patch or Meltdown, The Economist, June 16, 2011.

On the other end of the spectrum are metropolitan areas where prices still look bubbly. [Evidential
supporf] In San Diego, the ratio was 22 at the end of last year. In northern and central New Jersey, it was
25, and it was 29 in Manhattan. In Silicon Valley and the nearby East Bay in California, the ratio was above
30.

Source: Rent or Buy, a Matter of Lifestyle, by David Leonhardt, New York Times, May 10, 2011.

An argumentative essay requires well-researched, accurate, detailed, and current
information to support the thesis statement. Meanwhile, although it is not a must,
argumentative essays should also consider and explain differing points of view regarding
the topic. Depending on the length of the assignment, the author should dedicate one or
two paragraphs of an argumentative essay to discussing conflicting opinions on the topic.
In addition to explaining how these differing opinions are wrong outright, the author
could also note how opinions that do not align with the thesis might not be well informed

or how they might be out of date.

[counter-argument] Of course, some people will not agree with me. “I don’t want to give my animal
an unnecessary surgery,” they will say. “Surgery is risky, too, and it’s certainly expensive.” [rebuttal] That
idea shows ignorance. Spaying or neutering should be done as soon as you get your pet—when he or she
is young and healthy—and it is almost 100% safe. Your animal is in much more danger if not fixed, for the
urge to run away from home will put your pet in extremely dangerous situations. And almost all cities have
a fund to help pay for the surgery. Just ask your vet or the local S.P.C.A. The cost can be as low as $10.

Source: http://spot.pcc.edu.

= Logic in argumentation

Logic is a formal system of analysis that helps authors invent, demonstrate, and
prove arguments (www.articlesbase.com). There are two basic types of reasoning
processes: deduction and induction.

Deduction begins with a general principle or premise and draws a specific conclusion

from it. The strength and validity of a deductive argument depend upon three things: (a)

4
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there must be agreement about the general principle with which the argument begins;
(b) the special application must be correct and clear, with no disputes about its validity;
(¢) the conclusion must be derived properly from putting these two together (www.ar-

ticlesbase.com). Here is a simple example:

[major premise] All people who smoke endanger their health.
|minor premise) My father smokes.
[conclusion) Therefore, my father is endangering his health.

Induction supports a general conclusion by examining specific facts or cases. The ba-
sis of all induction is the repeated observation, so that the facts about similar experiences
accumulate to the point where one sees a repetitive pattern and can draw a conclusion
about it (www.articlesbase.com). Having repeatedly observed in similar circumstances
the same event or one very similar, the author draws a conclusion about the pattern he/

she has seen. The following is a simple example:

[specific fact] My father’s teeth are yellowish and he’s lost a considerable amount of weight.

[specific fact] My father’s no longer able to cycle his 25km every morning.

[specific fact] Whenever my father exerts himself physically, he ends up coughing extremely
hard.

[conclusion) My father was endangering his health.

= A conclusion that does not simply restate the thesis, but readdresses it in light of
the evidence provided

This is the part of the essay that will leave the most immediate.impression on the
mind of the reader. Therefore, it must be effective and logical. Do not introduce any new
information into the conclusion; rather, synthesize the information presented in the body
of the essay, restate why the topic is important, review the main points, and review the
thesis (www.owl.english.purdue.edu). The author may also include a short discussion of

more research that should be completed in light of his/her work.

Fed policy is determined by inflation and unemployment in the United States. But if Mr. Bernanke could
discuss the exchange rate openly, he would probably tell you that [Conclusion] one way any monetary
expansion helps a distressed economy is by weakening the dollar. That is taught in every introductory
economics course, yet the Fed is asked to pretend it isn't true.

Source: Needed: Plain Talk About the Dollar, by Christina D. Romer, Economic View, May 21, 2011.

In general, an argumentative essay may consist of the following parts: introduction,

support, counter-argument (optional), refutation (optional) and conclusion (Www.writing-
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centre.ubc.ca). Introduction presents a general discussion of a problem and expresses
the author’s opinion in a thesis statement. Support uses different types of evidence to
support the author’s opinion/claim. Counter-argument includes a summary of the first
two parts and introduces the strongest argument against the author’s claim. Refutation
explains why the counter-argument is wrong, which is often done in three steps: (a) start
with a refutation sentence (However...); (b) support the opinion with evidence; (c)
explain evidence. Conclusion presents a summary of the primary points and restatement

of the thesis, and may also include recommendations for further actions in the area.

Reading for Ideas (=

Drain or Gain?'

(1) When people in rich countries worry about migration, they tend to think of low-
paid incomers who compete for jobs as construction workers, dishwashers or farm-
hands. When people in developing countries worry about migration, they are usually
concerned at the prospect of their best and brightest decamping (£ /") to Silicon
Valley ( fif 7+ ) or to hospitals and universities in the developed world. These are the
kind of workers that countries like Britain, Canada and Australia try to attract by using
immigration rules that privilege college graduates.

(2] Lots of studies have found that well-educated people from developing countries are
particularly likely to emigrate. By some estimates, two-thirds of highly educated Cape
Verdeans ( {#i75ffi A ) live outside the country. A big survey of Indian households
carried out in 2004 asked about family members who had moved abroad. It found that
nearly 40% of emigrants had more than a high-school education, compared with around
3.3% of all Indians over the age of 25. This “brain drain” has long bothered policymakers
in poor countries. They fear that it hurts their economies, depriving them of much-
needed skilled workers who could have taught at their universities, worked in their
hospitals and come up with clever new products for their factories to make.

(3) Many now take issue with this view. Several economists believe that the brain-
drain hypothesis fails to account for the effects of remittances, for the beneficial

effects of returning migrants, and for the possibility that being able to migrate to greener

1 This article was taken from The Economist, May 26, 2011.



