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Cities are a powerful source of development.
While cities are often seen as a source of a
number of environmental and socio-economic
challenges, in a rapidly changing world,
they need to be seen more as an asset and a
solution. Their compactness makes them the
world” s most efficient settlement pattern.
When coupled with adequate infrastructure
and public space, cities can also offer
higher levels of human development while
maintaining  environmental  efficiency.
Regrettably, ~ however,  recent studies
have shown that many cities in the world
are expanding spatially faster than their
populations. In effect, they are forfeiting the
urban advantage.

Sixty per cent of the built environment
required to accommodate the earth’ s urban
population by 2030 remains to be built. Much
of this growth will occur in the fastest-growing
cities of the developing world, many of which
are facing severe infrastructural backlogs and
capacity constraints. The crisis for all too
many of these cities is one of simultaneous
congestion, sprawl and segregation. For
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most,  climate change and impending
resource limits — particularly in relation to
higher energy prices - will present further
challenges to growth.At the same time,

these challenges constitute an opportunity
to demonstrate that growth can occur more

equitably and sustainably.

Above all,
is profoundly influential. It locks in the
patterns

the spatial pattern a city takes
consumption and  production
within a city-region and limits the scope
and effectiveness of behavioural and
technological ~shifts. A
footprint reduces excess mobility and makes
shared infrastructure viable, which in turn
reduce the per capitarate of resource use and
greenhouse gas emissions. Whereas older
cities may have to retrofitthe configuration
and infrastructure into which they have been
locked for decades,
cities have the advantage of flexibility. They
can ‘getitright’ the first time.

reduced spatial

newer and expanding

Getting it right requires seven shifts: (1're-
embracing the compact, mixed-use city:

(2reasserting the power of urban space; (3
moving from sectoral interventions to ones
that address the city as a whole; (4 setting the
framework with urban planning and design;

5'smartening land use planning and building
codes: (6promoting urban
development; (7)ensuring that city-dwellers

— especially the most vulnerable - are the

endogenous

primarily beneficiaries of urban development.

Principles, however, are not enough.
Cities wish to learn through the inspirational
example of other cities like them. For that
UN-Habitat has structured these four

real-life case studies.

reason,
guides around eight,
Whether by working with nature, or by
leveraging density, optimizing infrastructure
or clustering for competitiveness, each of

these cities or city-regions has shown how
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to regain the urban advantage in a manner
that maximizes wealth and equity while
minimizing environmental impact. We
hope that these aspirational models prove
that, despite daunting obstacles,
change is possible. UN-Habitat and its global

community of partners stand ready to help.

positive

Dr. Joan Clos

Under-Secretary-General and  Executive
Director
United  Nations Human  Settlements

Programme (UN-Habitat)
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