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PREFACE

On This Grotesque Land

Looking at the domain of China one will find a grofesque land like a
flying swan standing rockfirm on the cockscomb. This is the Province of
Heilongjiang.

Early in remote antiquity this beautiful and fertile land was the place
where the predecessors of the Chinese people worked, reproduced and
lived. In history appeared “Bohai State” in Tang Dynasty and “Inland of
gold” on this land. And this was a period of prosperity. The Qing Dynasty
originated from here. But after the dynasty occupied Beijing, it practised
a sedaling policy and tured Heilongjiang info an exile area for criminals.
The economy was extremely backward and the life very miserable. This
sealing policy was got rid of later on, but the province was invaded fre-
quently by Tsarist Russians and Japanese as well. The broad masses of
people were living in an abyss of suffering and the economy was developed
very slowly. At that time there was hardly any decent industry except a small
scale of industries on coal, electricity and transportation for the sake of
looting the resources in the province by the Japanese invaders. In the
extensive area of the countryside the land was not rich and the people
were poor. A picture of dire poverty and suffering could be seen
everywhere,

After the surrender of Japanese in 1945 Heilongjiang was liberated
and became a revolutionary base under the leadership of the Chinese
Communist Party. The people of the whole province fried their very best to
restore production, joined the army in the war with unprecedented
enthusiasm, provided valuable materials and manpower and made its
own contribution to the liberation of whole China.

The founding of new China brought about a lively release of life to
this grotesque land of Heilongjiang. In the past 40 years despite the twists
and turns the achievements of socialist revolution and construction have
been praised by everybody and known to the whole world. Especially
since the 3rd Plenary Session of the 11th Party’s Congress, Heilongjiang has
turned over a new leaf in its history owing to the implementation of the
basic line of taking the economic construction as the core, adhering to
the 4 cardinal principles and the reform and opening fo the outside world.
As a big province Heilongjiang is liberated early and its resources are
abundant, And therefore the socialist ownership in economy is formed
early with a solid foundation and great strength.

Based on its own resources, Hellongjiang set up a series of industries
and formed a powerful industrial system in coal, electricity, oil, machinery,
chemistry, electronics, metallurgy, building materials and textile. The total
industrial output value of production ranked the 9th in the whole country,
the net output value occupied the 3rd place. The output in crude all,
timber, engines, linen and milk products fopped all the provinces in the
whole country. The booming of industry in Heilongjiang can be rated as a
miracle on this land.

The black fertile soil renders the agriculture in Heilongjiang a superiori-

ty richly endowed by nature. In the past 40 years, especially in the past
decade the agricultural economy of the whole province has made a
remarkable progress and the commercial process has come to a new
level because of the carmying out of the family responsibility system on

farming. And the commercial process of the agricultural economy has
been inhanced. The total output of grain has been increased to more
than 23,000,000 tons compared with that of more than 5,000,000 fons to be
four times that of in the early period of liberation. The unlimited contribution
of the black soil offers a solid foundation for the economic development
of the province. And also makes a tremendous confribution to the
economical construction of the country.

The booming of industry and the steady development of agriculture
have spurred on the development of transportation, commerce, banking,
and foreign frade etc,, and have made every undertaking prosperous.
Focusing on compulsory educdation the province has set up an extensive
educational networks including higher education, middle school educa-
fion, vocational education, primary school education, adult education
and nursery educdation etfc.. The rapid development of science and
technology has played an increasinly decisive role in the overall strategy
in “booming the province with science and technology”. The heartening
achievements in arts, publication, health care and physical culture have
been made. The prosperous development in arts, news press, medi-
cal health, efc. is very pleasing.

With the development of culture and economy the material and cul-
tural life of the people has improved remarkably. In the years under the
Japanese and Koumintang rule the broad masses of the people “wore
ragged clothes and ate oaknut flour” while nowadays the food for the
people in cities and the countryside is mainly nourishing grains and the
clothes for the people begin to focus on fashion rather on practicality, A
large quantity of various kinds of modern appliances for home use has
come into the homes of the city and countryside residents with a surprising
speed,

Looking back on the remarkable changes taking place on this
grotesque land of Heilongjiang, we just can not neglect the fact that 'the
exile place for criminals in the past’ has become a place dominated by
the people today. Democracy and law have been confinuously per-
fected, guaranteeing the people’s right. Through the people’s representa-
tives people are exercising their right at the people’s congress and politi-
cal consultative commitee at different levels.

Upon presenting this book to our readers we are full of confidence. In
the past 40 years a miracle appeared on this land and in the future the 4
basic principles and the opening policy for reform will surely enable this
beautiful swan of Heilongjiang to become fully-high flown and to fly to the
world, to the future and to the beautiful ftomorrow of socialist moderniza-
fions.
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Abundant Resources & Beautiful Richness

According to the classical record Heilongjiang is named after the river. “Classical Books On Water & Mountains” in the remote antiquity in China say:
“Black water originates from the northemn mountains”. “Black water” means the Heilongjiang River today. The river full of adequate water with many
branches created this vast fertile land of Heilongjiang and nurtured people of different nationalities generation upon generation, who are profound,
brave, optimistic and enthusiastic.

Today Heilongjiang is still one of the largest provinces in China with a total area of 45,390,000 square kilometres. The mountains are undulating, the
forests are like seq, the rivers and lakes are far and wide, and the plains are profound. The Big Xingan Mountain situated in the northwest functions as a
natural shield. High in the north and low in the south; precipitous in the east and slow in the west, it shields from the aftack of Siberian cold currents and
also nurtures the utterly valuable primitive forests. The Small Xingan Mountain with towering and abundant trees stands in the northeast. Its southeast con-
nects the Changbai Mountain. The mountains there are high and valleys are deep, affording a magnificent view. In between the 3 mountains is the best
soil reaching far and wide endowed by nature. In the west is the Songnen Plain; in the east the 3 River Plain and the Songhua River is running through the
plains, which makes the whole Northeast Plain @ magnificent sight. In addition what makes Heilongjiang solemn is the green mountains and beautiful
rivers and lakes — the unusual Hellongjiang River, the gentie and tranquil Wusuli River, the extensive and grand Songhua River, the graceful Mudanjiang River,
the surging Xingkai Lake, the fall-flying Jingbo Lake and the unique Wudalianchi.

If the predecessors of the Chinese people lived a life of “working at sunrise and reposing after sundown”, then we can say that the people of different
nationalities in Heillongjiang are the most industrious. The first singing of a cock is in Heillongjiang on the Divine Land and the people here are the first to
see the sunshine because Heilongjiang stands in the very north of the country and it is also in the very east of the motherland. The south of Heilongjiang is
on the north Iatifude of 43°29", the north on 53°34", ifs west in on east longitude of 121°11° and its east on 135°06'. Heilongjiang neighbours Inner Mongolian
Autonomous Region in the west, borders Jilin Province in the south and the river separates Heilongjiang and the Soviet Union in the north and the east. The
land and water bordering lines of Hellongjiang fotal 3,045 kilometres.The north and the south of the province crosses the central temperate zone and the
cold temperate zone, while the east and west cross over the moist area, semi-moist area and semi-droughty area. The changes of the 4 seaasons are
obvious; cold and heat are appropriate; seasonal winds are reliable and the rains are pleasant to people. Heilongjiang is a valuable land endowed by
nature, which is hardly available. .

The superiority of the geographic location and natural conditions offers Heilongjiang rich natural resources which enjoy exceptional advantages.



_ BRIEFING RESOURCES

S E TR exploring the primitive wildness

The Small Xingan Mountain having the reputation ot “green treasure house” plus Wanda Mountain and Zhangguangcai Mountain makes it fo be the largest
forest area in the country. Valuable trees amount to more than 100 species. The rate of forest coverage ranks the first in the country. The extensive forest
provides a paradise for rare birds and animals . It is also a luxuriant place for wild vegetation. World-famous fish such as “sanhua”, “wuluo”, carps, salmon,
sturgeon and more than 100 kinds of fish are found in rivers and lakes. There are 2 big plains, namely, the Songnen Plain and 3 River Plain in Heilongjiang.
The 2 plains with ferfile black soil are flat and connected with each other, suitable for cultivation. The cultivated area tops all the provinces in China. In
addition the resources of the uncultivated land is the treasure of freasures. The development of primitive land of the 3 River Plain has drawn attention
abroad. West of the Songnen Plain is one of the 3 biggest prairies in China. In the past “its sky was grey, its land was wild and cows and sheep were in the
winds on the pastures”, And today it has become a well-known base for animal husbandry.

Heilongjiang is proud of its surface resources and ifs underground resources are even more attractive, Up to now the recovered mineral resources
come fo more than 110 kinds, among which petroleum, graphite, silicon, etc. occupy the first place in China; gold, vocanic ash, melted crystal etc.
occupy the second and third place, while coal, copper, lead, zinc, mica, asbestos, and pearlite, etc. rank the first in the Northeast of China. Recently in
the east of the province red and blue gems have been discovered. Because of the best quality they are rated as the “gem king” on the internationat
market, Since the antiquity these underground treasures have remained unfouched. But now they have been brought fo sunlight shining brilliantly.

Heilongjiang is not only rich, but also beautiful. Its 4 seasons offer colourful changes and its winter is majestic. One could hardly witness the snow
stretching thousand li afar elsewhere rather than in Hellongjiang. That is the reason why people dearly call Heilongjiang “snow kingdom” and “home of
snow”. As for scenery, historical relics, fourist resorts, they are too numerous to mention one by one.
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