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Abstract

Annual Report on Youth Development of Guangzhou (2012 —2013) is composed of
one general report and eleven special reports, covering a variety of topics suchas
youth population, education, values, employment, social participation, marriage
and family, consumption, special care, deviant behavior and development
environment for youth. Guangzhou of 2012 —2013 is firmly striving for the strategic
goals of a new type of urbanization and nationally key city, and for maintaining
steady growth in the economic sphere and accelerating transformations in the social
sphere. Compared with 2011 —2012, youth development in Guangzhou continues
the upward trend, under the favorable social-economic conditions in combination
with the continuously improving environment for youth development such as support
from education and policy. The youth population continues to grow and is more
concentrated in economically developed districts and new districts of Guangzhou,
along with the phenomenon of rural-town tendency. Young people gradually form a
pattern of late marriage, late childbirth and low fertility and declining youth
mortality. In the field of education, as Guangzhou increases investment, young
people are provided with a wider coverage of education, with more chances of
getting a higher education degree and with a more rational education system.
Expectations and demands for youth education keep growing, and both technical
training and the level of education satisfaction are strengthening. Young people in
Guangzhou overall have an increased awareness of health care, but they are under
great pressure from education, employment, income and health. About social
support, young people in Guangzhou tend to turn to families and friends for help,
leaving professional psychological institutes aside. Youth values are diversified: the
majority of youth in Guangzhou have a fairly optimistic outlook on life, and some
young people tend to be devoted to a hedonistic lifestyle. With regard to moral
values, youth in Guangzhou have an overall high level of social and public

consciousness, but there exists a split between theory and practice. Youth in
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Guangzhou take a positive view of employment, the youth value on employment
tends to be reasonable, employment quality is favorable, rights and interests are well
guaranteed, and employment stability is greater. Youth consumption has three
features; the growth rate of income i1s much lower than that of consumption; the
consumption level is rising but its structure has not been optimized; there exists the
mainstream among the multiple consumption patterns. When looking for a spouse
the young people put emphasis on the inner qualities such as morality, personality
and sensibilities, while pursuing capabilities and sensuous appeals. Family values are
affected by the material production means. Occupation, income, and housing
restrict one’s inclination towards having children. The awareness of responsibility in
family education needs to be improved. Their idea about sex is relatively rational,
and there is a fairly strong sense of responsibility a bout sex before marriage. Youth
have a high level of political participation; the political participation online is more
active than ever with the characteristic feature of independence and autonomy;
volunteer participation and its motive are tending to be mature and rational with a
clear tendency of volunteer services developing into communities; youth have a
strong inclination to participate by self-organization, and take actions vigorously. In
Guangzhou the underage group has a low rate of deviant behavior, and they comply
with social norms. Concerning special care, all related government departments in
Guangzhou cooperate to advance the social policies and practices, in order to provide
special care and services for special groups including migrant workers and their
children who live in Guangzhou, disabled young people, youth delinquents, and
youth in poverty. In the years of 2012 —2013, Guangzhou has been continuously
providing considerable policy support and creating a favorable environment for youth
development. It is predicted that Guangzhou will continue to build a more advanced

support system for sustainable development of the young people.
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