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Preface

The creation and development of pottery and
porcelain is an important landmark of human history
from wildness to civilization. Its history reflects, to a
certain extent, the history of economy, science, art and
social activity of the human being.

Chinaware, originally used as utensils, is a great
creation of Chinese people. Starting from Shang Dynasty
(almost 3500 years ago), it enjoys worldwide reputation
for its long history, unique style and exquisite
techniques, thus playing an important role in trade and
cultural exchanges all over the world.

In ancient times, Wenzhou city was called Ou,
which means a kind of pottery ware. It is said in an
ancient book, “the best tea utensils come from Eastern
Ou” . Originated in the late Shang Dynasty, Ou kiln
is recorded to have successfully produced celadon in
Eastern Han Dynasty (almost 2000 year ago), making
it the earliest kiln in China with proof in textual
research and field evaluation. It is confirmed that the
famous Longquan celadon is developed on the basis of
techniques and craftsmanship of Ou ware.

With a long standing reputation ever since Jin
Dynasty (almost 1700 years ago), light—blue—glazed ware
produced in Ou Kiln is among the top grade celadon
wares in China, featured by its elegance, freshness and
exquisiteness. As a highly precious cultural heritage
and intangible cultural heritage, celadon wares produced
in Ou Kkiln exhibit the wisdom, skill and sentiment of
ancestors of Wenzhou people, reflecting rich culture and

profound civilization in Wenzhou region.



So far, celadon wares in Ou kiln are no longer
our daily necessities, however, their unique beauty
and artistry will never fade in time, and its glamour
will shine out with the rising demand for intellectual
products in social progress.

As a new generation, it is our responsibility to
explore, inherit and develop cultural heritages from our
ancestors. We hope that efforts will be made to study
deeply the traditional techniques of Ou wares, draw
their essence, maintain their special artistic quality and
advance its artistry so as to add beauty to this ancient
art. It is our firm belief that celadon of Ou kiln will
radiate new charm and vitality in the new epoch.

Ou Porcelain Wares Chinese Ceramics gives a
brief introduction of the brilliant history of Ou wares,
revealing their uniqueness and elegance from all aspects.
The rich research findings in the booklet reflect the
inquisitive spirit of Wenzhou Museum and other
relevant departments. It arouses people’ s awareness to
treasure cultural relics and boosts their confidence in
regional culture, thus bearing meaningful significance in
promoting cultural construction with practical action.

For this I am glad to make the preface.

Chen Derong

Standing Committee Member of Zhejiang CPC
Committee

Secretary of Wenzhou CPC Committee

Aug.8, 2012
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