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Introduction

For far too many of our students, reading is something you do in class with your teacher
— or in the examination! It’s something you need your teacher for to explain new words;

it’s something you need questions for: no questions, no comprehension!

We need to change all that. Reading is an activity that above all citizens of the twenty-
first century need to do by, and for, themselves. That means we need to give our students
time and opportunity to do just that — to read “by and for themselves”. The Ministry of
Education’s new National Syllabus requires students to read 360, 000 words outside

class, to obtain maximum reinforcement.

This is partly what our new series, Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers, is all about.
But it does more than that. We believe that reading widely — what is known as extensive

reading — has a large number of very important educational advantages.

1. Extensive reading can provide “comprehensible input”.
Many theorists have commented on the need for our learners to be exposed to enough
language to help to “fix” it in their minds. But the language has to be readily “compre-

hensible”. If it isn’t, our learners will be frustrated!

Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers has been designed to provide plenty of materials
that are — just — within their grasp: sufficiently easy to be attractive to the learners,

sufficiently hard to stretch and develop as well as consolidate their learning.

2. Extensive reading can enhance students’ general knowledge.
One of the main motivations for our students learning English is that through English they

can broaden their horizons, and extend their knowledge of today’s world.

3. Extensive reading motivates learners to read.
Written by an international team of authors, the books in Pep Up Your English: Graded
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Readers bring up-to-date information about the world we live in in up-to-date authentic
English. Trials around China have shown that students find the books exciting, interesting,

and accessible.

4. Extensive reading consolidates and increases knowledge of vocabulary.

Research shows that children between grades 3 and 12 in the United States learn up to
3,000 words a year. These words are not taught in class: they are learnt largely through
reading widely. It is possible that the time we spend teaching new vocabulary in China

may be to some extent better spent by simply asking our students to read!

5. Extensive reading can lead to improvements in writing.
Research shows that the more widely children read, the better they write: it is partly
because their knowledge of the language is broadened, and partly because they know

more about the world, and feel more able to write about it.

6. Extensive reading can develop independent learning.

The classroom focuses inevitably on shorter texts, and extensive reading provides learners
with the opportunity of reading longer texts, on more varied subjects, on their own, and in
their own way. This is a very important aspect of extensive reading: students do need to be
liberated from dependence on the teacher, and reading gives them the opportunity to do so.
Many of our students go on from Senior Middle School to formal or informal learning
situations, where they may have to study extensively on their own. Extensive reading can

give them the confidence and competence to cope with longer texts.

Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers can play an important part in helping our students
to read more independently, and become more self-reliant. The series contains a wide
range of different kinds of writing, both fiction and non-fiction, as required by the

National Syllabus.

One other feature of this series is the role of grading. In the past, the emphasis has
traditionally been placed on graded readers, which have a controlled grammatical and
lexical load, and these certainly have the advantage of providing regular repetition and

reinforcement of language forms. However, in recent years there has been an increased
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emphasis on “real” books written in authentic English, rather than the pre-digested,

controlled reading diet offered by traditional graded reading schemes.

Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers adopts a compromise approach — real books
written in authentic English roughly tuned to the likely language level of the readers.
Grading is as much focused on interest levels and relevance to the students, as on language
forms. It is a fact that this approach has the advantage of catering for wide variations in
educational policy across China, both within and beyond provinces and autonomous
regions, as local curriculum initiatives make it increasingly difficult to adjust language

levels to targeted segments of the student population.
How to use Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers

Approaches may vary, as teachers will certainly wish to use the series in different ways,
to accommodate their own particular requirements, and to cater for their classes’ needs.

We suggest three possible approaches — though there will be many variations:

1. Using the books for shared reading

Using this approach, the whole class will read the same book at the same time; most of
the book will be read outside class, but teachers will want to take selected readings —
from, for example, Units 1, 3 and 5 — for more detailed treatment in class. Using this
approach, a given book might be treated in class three or four times, perhaps, over the
course of half a semester. That means that roughly two or three books per semester might

be treated in this way.

This approach will still require students to read most of each book on their own, thus
achieving the prime objective — to encourage students to read “by and for themselves”.
But it enables the teacher to keep a closer watch on what the students are (or are not!)
doing, and enables the teacher to intervene as necessary. During these classroom
sessions, a selection of the exercises provided in the books will be treated, but there is no

doubt that many teachers will wish to devise their own activities, too.



2. Private reading
Using this approach, the students will be left almost entirely alone, to read the books “by
and for themselves”. They may come to the teacher occasionally perhaps with questions;

but teachers would do well to ensure that the students try to answer their own questions

independently of the teacher.

It will still be necessary to monitor what the students are reading; it is suggested that a
student should read a whole book, independently, in about three weeks. At the end of that
time — or when they say they have completed a book— they may be asked to give a short
oral report on it (though there will not of course be time for more than two or three students
to do this); the rest should write down a short comment on the book they have read,
together with the dates when they read it. Teachers may randomly choose some students
to question them, to make sure that they have indeed read the book; many teachers will
wish to award “Extensive reading marks” to go down in the mark book, so that student

will realize that their efforts are being noticed, and valued.

3. A mixed approach

Many teachers will feel the need to start their students off on a reading task, and provide
an initial impetus, to encourage them. So they may start off with, say, a whole (or half a)
lesson, getting the students started, and creating some enthusiasm and excitement. This
method has the disadvantage that every student would be expected to start off with the
same book; but it has the advantage of creating space for individuals to read at their own
pace; typically, the fastest reader will complete about two weeks or more before the

slowest reader. Once a book is read, the student can go on to read another, independently.

Monitoring the students’ reading

Whatever approach is adopted, teachers are urged to create time so that at least one lesson
a fortnight is spent on either shared reading, or silent reading in class; during the latter type
of lesson, the teacher can deal with selected individuals, and give assistance or encou-

ragement when needed.

Teachers should keep a centralized record of how the reading is going; every time a
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student finishes a book, the teacher should make sure that this event is recorded; by the
end of a semester, typically some students will have read perhaps four or even five books;
others will only have managed two. Teachers may like to award marks accordingly, as

a form of encouragement.

Many teachers will keep some pages of their mark books to keep such records; others may
like to try displaying progress on a wall-chart: the names of the students can go across the
top of the chart, the titles down the side; each time a student completes a book, a tick is
placed in the square where both converge, along with the date the book was completed.

The exercises

Every reading text in the series is followed by a short series of exercises. Teachers and
students should use their discretion about how many of these exercises they should do.
The main purpose of Pep Up Your English: Graded Readers is to encourage the students
to read widely on their own, so the exercises are less crucial than the texts. It is suggested
that after a given text, the students should typically do the first exercise, and one other

exercise of their choice, before proceeding to the next text.

If a text is treated in class, as a “Shared Reading” exercise, teachers should try to ensure
that they do not turn the text into yet another English reading lesson; these texts should
be treated swiftly, lightly, and in a manner which enhances enjoyment and motivation.

The exercises should be treated in the same way.

Finally:

In short, our students should be encouraged to believe that reading by and for oneself is
FUN! We very much hope that this will be the case, and that Pep Up Your English:
Graded Readers will help to create a new generation of eager English learners. Please do
write in to the publishers with details of your own experience, and tell us about the

methods you have found most effective.

Neville Grant
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" The United Kingdom

Before you start (1 —2)

Do you know what the countries of the United Kingdom are called? Do you know the
names of their capital cities? Many people are confused when they hear the names England,
the UK and Great Britain. Read on to find out more!

Reading (1)

England

England is the main country of the UK. About 50 million people live in
England. Its capital city is London. You can read more about England in
Unit 2 and you can read about a Chinese family visiting London in Unit 9.

Scotland

Scotland’s population is about 5 million and its capital city is Edinburgh.
Scotland also has many islands. You can read more about Scotland in
Unit 3.

Wales

The capital city of Wales is Cardiff. About 3 million people live in Wales so
the population is not as large as Scotland. You can find out more about
Wales in Unit 3.

Northern Ireland

More than 1.5 million people live in Northern Ireland. Its capital city is called
Belfast. You can also read about Northern Ireland in Unit 3.

(131 words / minutes)

Vocabulary

the United Kingdom (F%E2Z) BA&TE, %E (cf the UK)

capital city HE B

confused / kon'fju:zd / adj IAER, FERIRIY

Great Britain KRAFIEG Ky KAZH (R [F A AR)

million / 'miljon / n [EWi]

population / popjo'lerfon / n AH

island / 'atlond / n By, Eyil
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B Pep Up Your English

Reading (2)

»
A\ Q

| !

NORTHERN &
IRELAND

ey

As you can see, Ireland is an island that is divided into two parts. Northern
Ireland is part of the United Kingdom. The rest of the island is a separate
country, usually called Ireland.

Winchester is on the map because it is where Hugo, the schoolboy in Unit

The flag of the UK is called the Union Flag or
Union Jack. It is made from the flags of
ngland, Scotland and Northern Ireland.

(75 words / minutes)
Vocabulary
divided / di'vaidid / adj IR, 7 EIRY
separate / 'separot / adj AN[E AT FOZHY, B
flag / fleeg / n T [

the Union Jack e [E] [E] i




Old English cottages

Unit 1 The United Kingdom

Book 1

o P

ode flts in Lodon o

Notes

1. The full name of the United Kingdom is the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland.

2. Great Britain is the main island of the UK.

Exercise 1

Answer the questions.

1.

AN A ST o

What are the names of the four countries in the UK?
How many people live in England?

How many people live in Wales and Northern Ireland?
5 million people live in which country of the UK?
What is the name of the flag of the UK?

Is Winchester a capital city?

Exercise 2

Match the pairs

. Britain

. Wales

. Jack

. Northern Ireland
. Kingdom

. London

. Scotland




