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Aixinjueluo » Puyi, the last Chinese feudal emperor, was also the last emperor of the
Qing Dynasty .

He came to power three times—the last emperor, the restored emperor and the puppet
emperor, and he was three times driven from power. He married five wives. He became a
prisoner and finally a common citizen, Puyi lived through the period of transition from
Chinese feudal society to modern Chinese society. At the time when he was puppet emperor
of Manchuria, manipulated by the Japanese Guandong invading army, he betrayed his nation
and promulgated thousands of reactionary laws. In addition he colluded with Japanese military
forces to promote Japanese domination in Northeast China, and he inflicted many calamities
upon this region. Accordingly, he became a criminal in the eyes of his nation., Nevertheless,
the Chinese Communist Party and the Chinese government did not subject Puyi to public exe—
cution. Instead they adopted for a lenient punishment of physical labour and mental educa—
tion, designed to make him reform himself, repent and move on to a new life. That Puyi
became useful to his country and his people is surely a singular accomplishment in Chinese
and foreign history, ancient and modern. As Premier Zhou Enlai remarked, "We reformed the
last emperor and made him a good citizen. This is a wonder to all the world." Let us
examine Puyi's unusual and instructive life in details.
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Three—year—old Puyi became the nominal heir of
the titles Emperor Tongzhi and Emperor Guangxu on
December 2, 1908. He was the tenth Qing emperor
since the time when the Qing Dynasty extended its
sphere of influence beyond Shanhaiguan and ruled with
the title of "Xuantong". The Xinhai Revolution of 1911
overturned the Qing Dynasty, but Puyi and other
members of the royal family were given preferential
treatment, within the confines of the Forbidden City,
Puyi, now entitled Emperor Xuantong, continued to live
in imperial pomp. Under the influence of his teachers
and his royal circumstances, he gradually adopted stub—
born feudal ideas and an arrogant ruling style.
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