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Abstract

This report is a series of research reports written after extensive and detailed
research work by experts and scholars of economics, the world economy, social and
cultural issues in Heilongjiang Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, and invited
experts from inside and outside Heilongjiang province.

This report applies the research methods of quantitative analysis, qualitative
analysis and the combination of investigation and statistical analysis. It described and
analyzed the difficulties and problems in the economic development in Heilongjiang
province. The report analyzed and forecast the trend of economic development in
2014, also offered policy suggestions.

The report points out that in the year 2013 Heilongjiang province accelerated its
economic transformation and upgrading, made efforts to safeguard and improve
people’s livelihood, and achieved relatively stable economic development. During the
first three quarters, GDP in Heilongjiang province reached 874. 88 billion yuan. In
adjusted price, that was a growth of 8. 4% over the same period in the previous year,
and was 0. 7% higher than the national average. The economy maintained a fast-
growing trend. The stability of economic operation was further enhanced.

The report points out that in 2013 agricultural economy of Heilongjiang
province has made great achievements in spite of twists and turns. Both grain planting
area and per unit area yield are expected to increase this year. After all, a 10 year
consecutive increase of grain output can be achieved. Industrial production increased
steadily. Industrial structure adjustment and optimization received good results.
Supply and demand of production factors were balanced. Light industry developed
fast. Six strategic emerging industries developed rapidly. The food industry showed
good development as a leading industry. As an important force promoting industrial
structural adjustment and driving a new round of economic growth, the strategic
emerging industries in Heilongjiang showed sustained growth, the scal of investment
expanded, the R&D capability improved significantly. The Service industry

continued to maintain steady and rapid development, becoming an important driving
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force for the economic growth in the province. Construction of industrial parks has
achieved leapfrog development. Coal-rich cities made great efforts to develop
agriculture and alternative industries. Industrial project construction speeded up
dramatically with increasing number, scale and optimized structure. The county
economy developed soundly, as the strong counties made leapfrog development, the
counties previously in the middle advanced their rankings, and the weak counties saw
poverty alleviated. The province attached importance to ensuring and improving
people’s livelihood and made every attempt to expand employment. Good results
have been achieved. The trade with Russia showed signs of rapid growth.

The report points out that while Heilongjiang province made remarkable
achievements in economic development, it should be noted that the international
economic situation is complex and fluid, some long-term and deep problems which
restrict provincial economic development still exist, the pressure to maintain sound
and fast economic development persists. For instance, the internal structure of
agriculture should be still optimized. Agriculture was insuffiently industrialized.
Again, due to the complex domestic and international economic environment, the
provincial industrial growth tended to slow down and the industrial benefits fell
slightly. Continuous efforts are still needed to solve these problems.

The report predicts that the provincial economy will maintain a trend of steady
and fast development in 2014 ; provincial GDP growth will be around 10% ; the total
social fixed-asset investment will grow by around 30% ; the total retail sales of social
consumer goods will grow by around 15% ; the total value of import and export will
grow by around 10% ; the income of urban and rural residents will increase by about
11% and 12% respectively. The report considers that in 2014 Heilongjiang province
should make full use of the great strategic opportunities as “reform and experimental
zone of modern agriculture with comprehensive supporting facilities in two Great
Plains” and “plan of exploitation and opening of Heilongjiang and northeastern area
of Inner Mongolia”. Heilongjiang should thoroughly implement the spirit of the
Third Plenary Session of the 18th National Congress and deepen reform in all areas.
The province should further strengthen the construction of agricultural
modernization , raise the overall level of trade and economic cooperation with Russia,
build new engines for better and faster development of the provincial economy,

finally achieve a better and faster development of the provincial economy.
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