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The Essence and Role of Religion

as A Social-cultural System

Lu, Da Ji
The teacher of candidate for doctor's degree, Institute of World Religions,

Chinese Academy of Social Sciences

Abstract

Like all other social phenomena, religion is the creation of human being at a proper
social stage. In essence, all human creativities are objectivization of his own character
and humanization of nature. Therefore a new alienation from human physical existence
emerged, constituting so-called human culture. In this milieu religion has come to be a
social-cultural phenomenon of man's creation.

The fundamentals of religion including religious concepts, religious experiences,
religious behaviors and religious institutions are seen extremely influential in all
perspectives of social and cultural life, exhibiting the social and cultural function of
religion. The concepts of soul, spirituality and divinity stimulates man's deep thoughts on
nature and super-nature, resulting in religious theology and idealist philosophy aimed at
super-natural reality. As its counterpart, natural theology and materialist philosophy are
also brought forth to reestablish nature from super-nature. The religious expression gives
rise to arts in various forms. Religious behavior exercises vital influence upon social
crisis, morality and habits. And also, religious institutions influences the social political

system greatly in its been making and consolidating.

Keywords: cultural, religion, social phenomena, social-cultural, function, religious

concepts, religious experiences, religious behaviors and religious institutions
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