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Read the following passage about identity. Fill in the blanks with the words and
phrases provided below. Make changes where necessary.

catch self-conscious accept believe

more confuse all-white community racial identity

worry belong African American  identify with

As a black child growing up in an almost setting, I set out on a search for

a cultural and . When my parents would come to visit, I was about
being seen with my black friends. I also about being seen too often with my white
friends. I was very aware of feeling between two cultures. More and more, I
was black culture as an African American. Some of my friends were clear about their
own identities as , but some others struck me as even than I was about
where they belonged. I came to that I could live however I wanted to live and
still as a member of the black . I enjoyed that feeling of

(\' Now listen and check.

What problem do you think is talked about in the passage? Do you have a sense
of belonging to your peer group? To what extent do you identify yourself with
others? Discuss with your partner.

Oral Preview How do you express the following ideas in idiomatic English?

1. A: How did you feel about your Grandma’s question?

B: I remember being (B 1) and (H %) by her question.
Ifele_ (Fupr).
2. A: Do you enjoy being with other people?
B: Not really. The easy flow of casual social chat has remained forever (I
# 77 BT &) and (R R Hy X 4 T ), too.
3. A: What did you do when the young man insulted you?
B: Ialmost (AR T). 1 felt (T BY #) and
(B K B THR).

4. A: T heard several loud knocks on the door. What happened?
B: I was wanted for (AT HF) although it wasn’t I who (Ju.%).



UNIT 1 Identity
Listening Task 1

Look at the pictures. Describe the boy’s personality in each of the pictures.

First Listening

Check the words that fit the speaker.
D introverted D short-tempered O lazy O outgoing O energetic
D lively D shy D anxious D excitable O timid

Second Listening

The speaker’s grandma thought

D his way of being was natural.

O his way of being was unusual.

D there was something wrong with the speaker.

O there was something wrong with the other children.

The speaker was surprised at his grandma’s remark because
O he didn’t like his grandma.

D he never thought his way of being was problematic.

D his grandma was too demanding.
D he never wanted to play with the other children.

The speaker felt when he was with the other children.

D confused D different D disoriented O at ease D excited



UNIT 1 Identity

Third Listening
1. Fill in the following notes of the speech with what you have heard.

Other children liked together; I liked being alone . My
grandma my way of being by remarking “ ? Why don’t
the other children want to play with you?” By then I had never in playing
with the other children. I thought it was for me to be like this. I had
never thought that they didn’t “ ” me. Later, in the fourth grade, I began to

from other children, living in . I decided to turn back to

reading and writing again. In this way I moved from my

peers. I have always found it difficult to participate in the

2. Discuss with your partner to give a title to this recording.

3. How much do you identify yourself with the speaker? If you find yourself very much like
the speaker, share with others your viewpoint or experience. If you find yourself different
from the speaker, discuss with others what you should do to put the speaker at ease.

Listening Task 2 '

- Look at the pictures. What do you think are the identities of the people in these
pictures?

[(\] First Listening
What is the speaker’s major problem?

D being a foreigner O being black
D being refused by both her father and D being bullied by other children

mother’s countries

@ Second Listening

Write T (true), F (false), or ? (I don’t know) for each statement.

1. ___ The girl’s major problem stems from the fact that she was non-Swiss.
2. The girl was born in Ivory Coast.

3. __ The girl’s mother is Swiss.

4. _ The girl’s father is German.

5.

The girl didn’t feel herself different from others when she was very young.

10



N a

The man who insulted her is also a foreigner in that country.
She hopes to leave that place and to live in her hometown.

. The speaker is a person of mixed origin. Can you describe what makes up her

mixed origin? Does the speaker’s mixed origin affect her in any way? If so, how?
How does the speaker herself feel about her mixed origin?

People of mixed origin are also called biracial, multiracial, multiethnic, polygeneric,
or simply mixed. Discuss with others the possibilities of becoming multiracial in
different parts of the world, such as in Britain and the United States. You may also
discuss the historical or social factors behind people of mixed origin.

Are there people of mixed origin in China? How are they treated in society?

Millions at risk from
identity theft—good
thing I'm safe.

Yes, Ma’m, I'm calling from
your local udlity to confirm
some information. Could I
have your date of birth, social
security number, and any
credit cards or bank accounts
please?

We’re looking for someone who
can help us crack down on identity
theft. Fill out this application and
don’t forget to include your Social
Security number, date of birth,
phone number, home address and
mother’s maiden names.
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