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Amazing
Animals

UNIT INTRODUCTION

This unit focuses on animal intelligence. Students will listen and watch about several
intelligent animals, including bottlenose dolphins (5 ¥ K) , orangutans
[oureenu:'tens/ (JEIE), chimps (chimpanzee fJ2J#1%), Asian elephants, and macaque
/mo'kaik/ monkeys (i, TEIAIHE) .

Key Words for Internet Research: animal intelligence, chimp computer, dolphin
communication, elephant musician, macaque learning, orangutan sign language.

For More Information: http://ngm.nationalgeographic.com/2008/03/animal-minds/virginia-morell-text/1

WARMING UP
“Answer Key |

Possible responses are: 1. Humans use a full range of language skills, deal with abstract thoughts
and things that are not physically present, refer to the past and the future, and invent and design
complex machines and buildings; 2. Animals rely more heavily on innate or inborn behaviors
and are able to function on their own shortly after birth. Moreover, their senses of sight, smell,
and sound are often greater than human senses; 3. Answers will vary, but ask students to provide

reasons for their choice to show that they have properly considered the questions.

{ Teaching Notes |

Write the word monkey on the board and pronounce the name proboscis /pra’bosis/ (K 5).

Tell students to look at the photo and read the caption. Ask them:

«  What is the animal in the photo doing? leaping through the air, carrying its baby

«  What kind of animal is it? a proboscis monkey

«  Where is Sabah /'sa:bay/ (70 L[ Z 4 P —H#1[X]) ? in the northeast of the island of Borneo
/'baurntou/ (4% Y| [Kalimantanf) [HFK]) near Brunei /'brumay CCE[EME K] ; it’s a



Malaysian state
*  What kind of place is it? a rain forest and jungle
* Can you find another animal in the unit that lives in Borneo? the orangutan in the Spot
Dictation
Ask students what is unusual about these monkeys (their large noses and their ability to leap
long distances).

LISTENING

[.\  Animmal Intelligence

| Lesson Overview I

Target Vocabulary
advantage, alike, assist, conversation, intelligent, method, smart, specific, strategy, system
Listening Passage Summary

Like humans, dolphins can plan, communicate ideas, and have fun.

Before You Listen
A. I.T 2.T 3. T 4. F Mostbottlenose dolphins live in groups, called pods.
B. b. things dolphins do

Listening Comprehension
A. l.a 2.b 3.b 4.b 5.¢
B. Humans: ¢; Dolphins: g; Both: a, b, d, e, fand h

After You Listen
A. 1. intelligent 2. strategy 3. umbrella 4. complex
5. system 6. sign 7. conversation
B. 1. method 2. assist 3. alike 4. advantage 5. specific 6. smart
C. 1. Refer to the listening script.

2. Answers will vary, but students must give examples to support their answers.

| Teaching Notes |

Before You Listen
A. True or False. Say the word dolphin /'dolfin/ with students and ask what they know
about these animals. Have students complete Activity A. Check answers as a class.

Mammals (Question 1) are warm-blooded animals that have live babies instead of



laying eggs as fish do. Female mammals feed their babies milk. A whistle (Question
2) can be a noise-making tube as shown on page 2, or it can be the kind of sound made
by animals as mentioned in Question 3. Question 4 contrasts /ive by themselves with
the photo caption of dolphins as social animals that prefer to be with other animals
instead of being alone.

B. Predicting. Have students read all the information available in Before You Listen

and Listening Comprehension and predict what the passage will mainly talk about.
Ask them to do Activity B. Check the answer and ask students to give the reason.
Then let them listen and ask if they want to change the answer. The answer, b. things
dolphins do, indicates that verbs such as communicate, play, and help are important
clues.
If students have difficulty identifying the main idea, ask them what sorts of information
would be needed to support the other two options. For example, for “types of dolphins”
you would expect to hear names and descriptions of different kinds of dolphins. For the
option “what dolphins eat,” note that while the latter part of the passage does mention
that dolphins eat fish, in this case, the main idea is supposed to apply to the entire
listening passage.

Listening Comprehension

A. Multiple Choice. Have students read the questions and choices silently and ask them if
they have any question. If they don’t, ask them how they understand the word language
(Question 2). It may mean many ways of communicating other than human speech.

* For example, the photo caption beside Activity A says dolphins use body language to
communicate. Ask students to give some examples of body language (facial expressions,
posture, signals such as waving, etc.). Then have students listen to the passage. Check
answers as a class, asking students to give evidence for their answers. If they find it
difficult, let them listen again.

B. Classification. Have students look at Activity B. If students are unfamiliar with Venn
diagrams, point out that the overlapping area is for traits or characteristics that both
groups share in common. Have students listen to the passage again and complete
Activity B. Check answers as a class.

The Incredible Dolphin

Many people say dolphins are very intelligent. They seem to be able to
think, understand, and learn things quickly. But are they smart like humans or
more like cats or dogs? Dolphins use their brains differently from people. But



scientists say dolphin intelligence and human intelligence are alike in some
ways. How?

FACT 1: Talk to Me

Like humans, every dolphin has its own “name.” The name is a special
whistle. Each dolphin chooses a specific whistle for itself, usually by its first
birthday. Actually, scientists think dolphins, like people, “talk” to each other
about a lot of things, such as their age, their feelings, or finding food. And, like
humans, dolphins use a system of sounds and body language to communicate.
But understanding their conversations is not easy for humans. No one “speaks
dolphin” yet, but some scientists are trying to learn.

FACT 2: Let’s Play

Dolphins are also social animals. They live in groups called pods, and they
often join others from different pods to play games and have fun — just like
people. In fact, playing together is something only intelligent animals do.

FACT 3: Fishermen’s Helpers

Dolphins and humans are similar in another way: both make plans to get
something they want. In the seas of southern Brazil, for example, dolphins use
an interesting strategy to get food. When fish are near a boat, dolphins signal
to the fishermen to put their nets in the water. Using this method, the men can
catch a lot of fish. What is the advantage for the dolphins? Why do they assist
the men? The dolphins get to eat some of the fish.

After You Listen
A. Spot Dictation. Have students read the paragraph with words missing and have them
guess what those missing words might be. Let them listen and fill in the blanks with
the exact words they hear. Check answers as a class.

The orangutan is known for its red hair and long arms. But did you know
this: the orangutan is also a very intelligent animal. For example, orangutans
use a strategy to stay dry when it rains: they take leaves from the trees and use
them like an umbrella! These animals don’t have a complex language system like
humans do. But today, some orangutans are learning basic sign language. Maybe,
in the future, we will be able to have a simple conversation with them.



B. Matching. Point out antonym pairs: alike/different, intelligent/unintelligent, smart/
stupid, specific/vague, advantage/disadvantage. Have students do Activity B. Check
answers as a class.

{ Word Link :
Write the following words on the board: appearance, difference, entrance,
performance. Have students study the word parts (e.g., appear + ance, enter +
ance). Ask them to use the words to complete sentences you make up (e.g., “The
__tothe school is in the front of the building.”). Invite students to make their

i own sentences.

....................................................................................................................

C. Talking.
1. Have students do Activity 1 and share answers as a class.
2. Have students do Activity 2. Answers will vary, but must be supported by examples
to show that students have properly considered the questions. Select some students
to report their discussion.

113 Artistic Animals

[ Lesson Overview I

Target Vocabulary
artist, creative, earn, encourage, gentle, huge, performance, popular, properly, trainer
Listening Passage Summary
Elephants at a conservation center in Thailand paint pictures and play in an elephant
orchestra.

Before You Listen
A. 1. trunk 2. xylophone 3. elephant 4. instruments 5. drum
B. a. paint b. play music d. play soccer

Listening Comprehension
A. 1.d 2.b 3.8 4. a 5.¢
B. Paragraph 1. b Paragraph 2. e Paragraph 3. a Paragraph 4. d

After You Listen
A. 1. can paint 2. draw on the ground with a stick
3. how to hold a paintbrush 4. sells paintings by these elephant artists

5. hopes to earn money
B. .a 2.a 3b 4a 5a 6b 7.a &a



C. 1. Sample answer: Elephants at a conservation center in Thailand are great artists
and very popular. These huge and gentle animals are encouraged to paint. Some of
their paintings are very good. What’s more, they can play different kinds of music
properly during their performances. They are creative for they don’t just copy their
trainers or other people. How amazing they are!

2. Answers will vary, but must be convincing and show students have properly con-
sidered the questions.

| Teaching Notes |

Before You Listen
A. Labeling. /nstruments is a group term for a variety of specific instruments such as
drum or xylophone /'zailafoun/ (A %5) . Ask if anyone knows how the instruments in the
picture are played. Can they demonstrate how to play the instruments? Have students
do Activity A. Check answers as a class.
B. Predicting. Have students do Activity B. Ask them to cite evidence from the photo to
support their answers. Check answers as a class.

Listening Comprehension

A. Multiple Choice. Have students read Activity A and ask them if they have any question or
new words in it. If they have, answer them or help them find out the answers themselves.
For Question 1, tell them that the title of a passage has something to do with its main
idea, and the main idea of a passage is usually covered at the beginning or at the end
of a passage, or expressed through repeated words or phrases. Therefore, to work out
the title of a passage, they need to pay special attention to those parts and the repeated
words or phrases. Have students guess the answer for each question or incomplete
sentence according to the information available and then let them listen to the passage
and confirm or adjust their answers. If most students have doubt about a certain answer,
play the recording of that part again and explain.

B. Matching. Point out that most paragraphs are built around one main idea that is often
expressed in a topic sentence at the start of a paragraph. If students are confused between
main ideas “a” and “b,” have them decide which paragraph is more general (the first
one) and which paragraph deals primarily with the work of one man (the third). Have
students do Activity B. Check answers as a class.

Musical Elephants

In the town of Lampang in northern Thailand, there is an unusual group of



musicians. They play many different kinds of music — everything from traditional
Thai songs to music by Beethoven.

Both children and adults love this group. What makes them so popular? Is
it their music? Their looks? Yes, it’s both of these things, but it’s also something
else: they’re elephants. These musical elephants started at the Thai Elephant
Conservation Center (TECC) in Lampang. The TECC protects elephants. It teaches
people to understand and care for these huge, but gentle, animals. Like many
zoos around the world, the TECC encourages elephants to paint.

Richard Lair works with the TECC. He knows a lot about elephants. He says
some of the animals’ paintings are very good. But, in fact, elephants hear better
than they see. And so he had an idea: if elephants are intelligent and they have
good hearing, maybe they can play music. To test his idea, Lair and a friend
started the Thai Elephant Orchestra. During a performance, the Elephants play
a variety of instruments, including the drums and the xylophone. The animals
also use their voices and trunks to make sounds.

But can elephants really make music properly? Yes, says Lair. They're very
creative. Humans encourage the animals to play, but the elephants make their
own songs; they don’t just copy their trainers or other people. There are now
CDs of the group’s music, which earn money for the TECC. And the music these
artists create is pretty amazing.

After You Listen
A. Spot Dictation. Tell students to repeat each sentence they have heard. If they can’t repeat
a sentence after listening one time, then tell them they can listen again and again until they
can. Make certain that students understand repetition is actually a very effective way to
improve their listening ability. Ask students to write the whole sentence down when they
are able to repeat it. Have students listen again and check the dictation when students
finish it. Show students the dictation passage and have them analyze their mistakes made

in dictation if any. In this way, help them work on their weaknesses in listening.

Many elephants can paint. In fact, elephants in zoos sometimes draw on
the ground with a stick. Seeing this, some elephant trainers show elephants how
to hold a paintbrush, and encourage the elephants to choose colors and paint.
Of course, not every painting is good. Just like humans, only some elephants
are creative. Now, an online gallery sells paintings by these elephant artists.
By doing this, the gallery hopes to earn money to protect elephants.



B. Completion. Point out antonym pairs: encourage/discourage, popular/unpopular,
creative/dull, gentle/rough, huge/tiny, properly/improperly. Have students do Activity B.
Check answers as a class. Mention Auge often refers to enormous size, as for elephants.
However, it can also mean something extreme in amount or degree. Hugely is often
used to mean extremely. For example: The new band is hugely popular, and tickets are
sold out for all their performances. Informally, people sometimes reply /ts huge! when
they are asked how important something is. That means it is very important.

: Word Link

The suffix -ist means someone who does something, often as a job or occupation.
Ask students if they know any other jobs that end in -isz. Write jobs like dentist,
receptionist, hairstylist, pharmacist, and florist on the board and have students use
them to complete sentences like the following: :

A sells flowers.

A cleans your teeth.

A answers the phone calls in a company.
A cuts your hair.

i You buy medicine from a
C. Talking.
1. Have students do Activity 1 and select some groups to tell their summary.
2. Have students do Activity 2. Answers will vary, but must be convincing and show
students have properly considered the questions. Select some groups to report their

discussion.

VIEWING
Monkey College

| Lesson Overview |

Video Summary
In Surat Thani, Thailand, monkeys learn how to pick coconuts from tall trees.

Before You View
A. 1. monkey 2. trainer 3. coconut 4. rope
B. Monkeys learn how to pick coconuts from high trees and in this way they help Thai
farmers earn money.



Viewing Comprehension
A. l.c 2.d 3.a 4.b
B. 1. First, the man shows the monkey how to spin a coconut in a box;
2. Then the man holds the monkey’s hand and encourages him to twist the coconut
himself;

3. Later, he brings the monkey to a tree to learn how to pick the coconuts that are ready

to eat;
4. The trainer uses a rope to control and direct the monkey’s work.
C. 1. Itis a place where monkeys are taught how to pick coconuts from very tall trees.
2. It takes months for the young monkey to learn to do the job.
3. Itis used to control and direct the monkey’s work on the high tree.
4. The coconut is an important- fruit for farmers in Thailand. They earn money by
selling coconuts.
5. People drink the fruit and use it in coconut curry, a very popular local food.
6. About 2 million.
7. It picks fruit from Pak’s own trees and Pak also lends it to other farmers to earn
extra money.
8. A more gentle method of teaching monkeys.
After You View
A. l.a 2.b 3.a

B. Answers will vary.

 Teaching Notes |

Before You View
A. Matching. Have students complete Activity A. Ask them about how they understand
the picture. Refer students to the title and have them in pairs imagine what a monkey
college is like. Select some of the students to tell their imagination.
B. Predicting. Divide the class into groups of four and complete Activity B. Tell each group
to select one to report their answer. Have some of the group representatives give their

answers. Then let students watch the video to confirm or adjust their imagination.

Viewing Comprehension

A. Sequencing. Have students look at the pictures and ask them what they think each
picture says. Select four students to talk about the four pictures they are looking at. Have
students watch the part (0:23—1:07) and do Activity A. Check answers as a class.

B. Describing. Ask students to make gestures to illustrate the following verbs: spin, twist
and pick. Actually, spin and twist as shown in the video have the same meaning. Watch
the same part of the video and do Activity B. Check answers as a class.

C. Questions and Answers. Have students read the questions and ask them if they have

already got some answers. If they do, they may write down the known ones. Let students



watch the whole video again and search for the unknown ones. Check answers as a

class.

Monkey College

Narrator:

Monkeys are very intelligent animals. In fact, some smart monkeys even go to
college! The monkeys at the Monkey Training School in Surat Thani, Thailand,
are sent there by farmers to learn an important job: how to pick coconuts from
very tall trees.

Trainer Somporn Saewkwo says it takes months for the young monkeys to learn
the strategy for picking coconuts. For the first month, he just lets the monkey
play. He shows him how to spin a coconut in a box. Then he holds the monkey’s
hand and encourages him to twist the coconut himself. Later, he brings the
monkey to a tree and lets him learn how to pick the coconuts that are ready to
eat. Step by step, the monkey goes higher and higher. The trainer uses a rope
to control and direct the monkey’s work. The monkey goes left, right, up, and
down. When Somporn pulls the rope, the monkey goes faster.

Monkeys have been helping Thai farmers to pick coconuts for more than a
hundred years. The monkeys climb trees and twist coconuts with their hands
until the fruit falls to the ground. Somporn Saewkwo explains the advantages
of using monkeys for this job.

Somporn Saewkwo, Monkey Trainer:
“Nowadays, there are about 12,000 monkeys in Surat Thani that are working to pick
coconuts, helping humans. If we climb up those trees, we can fall and die.”

Narrator:

The coconut is an important fruit for farmers here. Farmers can earn about two
dollars for every hundred coconuts that they bring to market. People buy the
fruit on Thai beaches, and it’s also used in the country’s popular coconut curry.
A huge number of coconuts — about two million — are produced each month
in Thailand. And many farmers say they couldn’t pick the fruit without help
from their monkeys.

Pak Dee’s three-year-old monkey assists with his work. The monkey picks fruit
from Pak’s own trees. Pak also lends the monkey to other farmers to earn extra
money. The animal is so valuable that Pak never leaves it home alone. The
monkey could run away or somebody could take it. Pak Dee describes the



