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Preface

One hundred and forty years ago Robert Swinhoe began his ornithological studies
in Shandong Province at Cheffo (Yantai), but he was not the first to observe birds in
this region as he refers to an untitled book of bird illustrations by an unknown Chinese
artist and author. Since then bird studies have been made throughout the province by
many ornithologists—both national and international.

Today Shandong is the second most populous, and one of the more affluent,
provinces in China. Rapid economic development has brought various environmental
problems but still the province supports important populations of a wide variety of
birds.

The number of resident bird species in Shandong is quite small, but the province
is blessed with a wide variety and large numbers of migrant species. The Changdao
Islands that lie across the mouth of the Bohai are a vital migration route for many birds
of prey, cranes and other birds moving between the Dalian Peninsula, Liaoning and
Shandong. The shores of Laizhou Bay and the Huang He (Yellow River) delta are
internationally important for migrant shorebirds and wintering waterfowl, and recently
a breeding population of the endangered Oriental Stork has become established,
joining another endangered breeding species—Saunders’ Gull.

Until now there has been no reference book to Shandong’s avifauna. Professor Sai
Daojian has now admirably filled the gap with the present work that lists all species
recorded from the province and details localities where they have been found. In a
move that will greatly enhance the value of the work to overseas birders and
ornithologists the text is largely bilingual. '

This is a valuable contribution to the study of birds in China and provides a

benchmark for future studies in the province.

R

July 1, 2013
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Foreword

Shandong province is located at the eastern coast of China, and in the lower
Yellow River, the coastline of it is more than 3000 km, It is at 34°23'N~38°24'N and
114°48" E~ 122°43' E. Shandong Peninsula is extruded between Bohai Sea and
Huanghai Sea, Liaodong Peninsula and Korean Peninsula across the sea; the inland
part is contiguous to Hebei, Henan, Anhui, and Jiangsu. There are almost 300 islands
in the offshore waters, the total land acreage is 157 100 km® which account for 1.6% of
our country. It has many mountains in the middle of Shandong, and has many hills in
the eastern. There are Tai Mountain, Lao Mountain, Kunyu Mountain, Ai Mountain,
Ya Mountain, Daze Mountain, Lu Mountain, Yi Mountain, Meng Mountain and Culai
Mountain in Shandong. In the southwest and northwest of Shandong, the acreage of
plains and basins occupy about 63% of Shandong, rivers and lakes occupy about 3%);
the Yellow River slants through southwest and northwest Shandong into Bohai, there
are other rivers, such as Tuhai River, Majia River, Yi River, Shu River, Dawen River,
Xiaoqing River, Wei River, Zhuzhaoxin River, and so on. The large lakes are Nansi
Lake (included Weishan Lake, Zhaoyang Lake, Dushan Lake and Nanyang Lake),
Dongping Lake and Mata Lake. The reservoirs are Huangqian Reservoir, Queshan
Reservoir, Guangnan Reservoir, Mishan Reservoir and Kunlong Reservoir.

Shandong province is the main habitat and migratory transit station of bird
because of the intertidal zone and wetland. There are 24 kinds of bird recorded in
Taian Records (Ren Honglie, Ming Dynasty, 1612), 25 kinds are noted in Lijin New
Records (Han Wenkun, Qing Dynasty, 1673), 30 kinds are recorded in Records of
Shandong (1890). Since 1874, scholars in home and abroad began to record birds in
Latino, as Swinhoe (1874, 1875), Shou Zhenhuang (1930), and Duncan (1937) in
Yantai, Reichenow (1903, 1907), Kleinschmidt (1905, 1913), Kothe (1907), and Shou
Zhenhuang (1938) in Qingdao and Jiaozhou Bay, Lefever (1927) in Jinan and middle
of Shandong, Jones (1911), Aylmer (1931a, 1931b, 1932), Ascherson (1932), Herklots
(1935), Robb (1935) in Weihai.

After the founding of new China, academician Cheng Tso-hsin wrote Checklist on
Distribution of Birds in China (1976), A Synopsis of the Avifauna of China (1987,
recorded 324 kinds of bird in Shandong, subspecies), A Checklist on the Classification
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and Distribution of the Birds of China (2 Edition) (2011, recorded 395 kinds of bird,
subspecies) by academician Zheng Guangmei, the above mentioned books have
records of birds in Shandong. There are other scholars do the research of birds in
Shandong, such as Tian Fenghan and Li Rongguang (1957), Li Rongguang and Tian
Fenghan (1959) and Sai Daojian (1988, 1994), Sai Daojian et al. (1997) in Jinan; Du
Henggqin (1959b, 1985), Li Rongguang and Wang Baorong (1960), Yan Liqin et al.
(1997) and Sai Daojian et al. (1998) in Taian, Tai Mountain and Dongping Lake;
Cheng Tso-hsin et al. (1955), Huang Zhe (1960), Han Yunchi et al. (1985), and Yan
Ligin (1999) in Jining and Nansi Lake; Liu Daijia (1991a, 1991b), Sai Daojian (1993,
1996a, 1996b, 1996¢) and Wang Ximing (1990), Wang Ximing and Chi Renping (2001)
in Qingdao and Lao Mountain; Sai Daojian et al. (1991, 1992, 1996d, 1996¢, 2000),
Sai Daojian and Yan Ligin (1999), Zhao Yanmao and Song Chaoshu (1995), Zhao
Yanmao et al. (2001), Zhu Shuyu (2000), Zhu Shuyu et al. (2000, 2001) and Shan Kai
et al. (2001, 2005) in Dongying and the Yellow River Delta; Yu Xinjian et al. (1997),
Yan Ligin (1998a) and Yan Jianguo (1999a, 1999b, 2003) in Weihai and Kunyu
Mountain; Fan Qiangdong (1988a, 1988b, 1993), Fan Qiangdong and Xu Jianmin
(1996) in Yantai; Bo Yukun (1965), Zhang Tianyin et al. (1979), Chu Guozhong
(1998), Xu Jingming (2003) in Linyi; Li Hongzhi et al. (1998), Lii Yan et al. (2008a),
Xing Zaixiu (2008), Wang Qingzhong et al. (1992), Wang Qingzhong and Wang Dake
(1995) in Weifang; Jia Shaobo et al. (1996, 2003), Miao Xiulian et al. (2005) in
Liaocheng; Zhao Jianguo et al. (1986) in Dezhou; Lii Lei and Jia Shaobo (2010) in
Binzhou; Zhang Tianyin et al. (1979), Li Yuehua et al. (1994) in Rizhao and Qiansan
Island; Liu Zhichun (1991), Pang Yunxiang (2012) in Zibo, Huang Zhe (1965), Bo
Yukun and Ji Jiayi (1982), Ji Jiayi and Bo Yukun (1985a, 1985b), Bo Liang and Bo
Yukun (1991), Zhang Honghai (1999), Yang Yuewei (2001), Yang Yuewei and Han
Yicai (2006), Lu Haoquan and Wang Yuzhi (2003) in Zibo; and so on. In 1983, the
forest bureau of Shandong province organized three years general investigation of birds
(Ji Jiayi et al., 1987a, 1987b, 1987c, 1987d, 1987¢, 1988a, 1988b, 1988c, 1988d), it
recorded 376 kinds of birds in the “ Survey of Birds in Shandong”.

Never the less, there are still many gaps to faunal distribution of birds in
Shandong scientific research field. Since 1950s, the birdmen adopt modern molecular
biology technique, through hybridize of protein electrophoresis and DNA, put forward
the classification system of the existing birds. In another hand, not only the rapid

development of economy, the administration has been divided again, but also the large
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change of natural environment, all have affect on the distribution and living
environment of birds. There are other factors have effect on the avifauna identification
of birds, such as the change of administration, change of natural environment, change
of scientific name of birds species, the confusion of irregular “named”, birds spread
caused by environmental change, and so on. At present, it needs to do systematical
revision on the birds distribution in Shandong, in order to do scientific and
standardized research and management.

The book systematical reorganizes the bird fauna of Shandong, revises the
distribution, species and subspecies of birds (split and merge of family and genera,
subspecies up to species, and name change). As the first treatise of birds distribution
list in Shandong, it does comparative research on birds distribution, absorbs the newest
study achievement and observe result of birds watchers, verifies the accuracy and
existence of birds species and subspecies, checks the specimen collection site and
picture and verify the records of birds to promote the long-term evolution of birds and
environment monitoring; it also standard the species name. On the support of
Shandong Forest Bureau, the book is the author’s research achievement of 40 years, it
consults the relative references, absorbs the result of birds watchers, to satisfy the need
of research on birds fauna and natural protection, bird strike guard, sanitary and
antiepidemic, and the professional basic data.

According to the existing literature, the book records 454 species (492 species and
subspecies) in Shandong. The affirmed is 437 species (464 species and subspecies),
which belongs to 20 order 76 family; the subspecies need to be confirmed is 28. The
book checks the Chinese name, English name, Latin name and other names, increases
the new records of birds species, also the different protection style of birds, references,
picture of birds distribution area, and specimen. It distributes the distribution into there
types as exist, disappear and need, which is beneficial for the readers to analysis the
research status of birds research.

After the first draft, hearing of Ms. Sang Xinhua writes Wild Birds in Shandong,
which named “Model of birds in Shandong, wonderful flower in art” by birds scholars.
It sums up the birds investigation, supplies important reference to the research of wild
birds. After seriously reading, considered many pictures in the book don’t have
location, so the book doesn’t be used. The photos of birds were provided by Hu
Xiaokun photographedin Weibei farm and Xiashan wetland that he is the birdwatcher.

Authors identify they as Common Koel and lesser Coucal, but given the lack of
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relevant research data not included.

The omithologist David Melvill proposed revised suggestion on the English name
and scientific name of birds. The first draft wrote by Zhang Yuexia, Sai Daojian
finalizes it. The authors hope that the book will have positive function to the birds
research, natural protection management and sudies on biology and ecology.

Postgraduate students Hu Kun, Liu Jian, Lii Yan, Bao Lianyan, Sai Linlin, Miao
Xiulian, Huang Jizhi, Dou Lizheng, Zhang Yuyu, Yin Ling, Pang Yunxiang, Xing
Zaixiu, Zhu Wenxing, Ren Yueheng; Doctor Chen Ying; and Wang Xiupu, Luo Fei, all
participate in the wild investigation, data collection and text input; birds watchers
supply large number of valuable birds pictures; academician Zheng Guangmei
proposes guidance suggestion and writes order for the book. Sincerely thanks to the
people that do contribute to the book. Especially thanks to David Melvill.

Because of the limited level of the author, especially the photo collection is not

complete, please criticism errors and irregularities in the book.

Sai Daojian

July 1, 2013, Shandong Normal University
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[17] (palacarctic realm) 7 bSRl, RISEAE 20040 T LA I S b (1 S5

[4<] (oriental realm) ZAVEFLF, BIog4l E B0 A0 T Uk S Wb B S 5 () S5 5

[J""] (both palaearctic and oriental) | #ifl, BI4r4nT LA EMzh P4y 5 5
IR AT 5 Bk S S A
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(R) B Y(resident), $RAAEATEAE IZH(EIIX ) AT KIE BEITHEM &2,

(S) E A% (summer visitor), FE#FZHUERA T B B, KT R L

(W) 2 & (winter visitor), Fi§EKZE S HIT RiIZM A, F3= X Jadb s
ST R B EEHIX ) 2K

(P) Jit ¥ (passage migrant), fEFRAKZTT, S pdb. MRS Zb, A



