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Abstract

Reliabilism, as an important category in contemporary epistemology
(theory of knowledge) , has been taking up a predominant position since
60s, 70s of 20™ century. It has influenced a lot on later theories in this
field, and become. a significant term philosophers are using in the re-
search of knowledge and justification. During the development of relia-
bilism on theories of knowledge and justification, Alvin I.Goldman is
one of the most prominent philosophers, who has not merely established
the form of reliabilism, but has been committing himself to expand the
domain of its application, and revised the theory itself constantly as it
goes on.

The core of the traditional individual reliabilism is truth-conducive-
ness of belief-forming process and it is related to knowledge and justifi-
cation based on the truth-conduciveness of cognitive mental process,
mechanism and faculty. However, this version of reliabilism did not con-
sider the social side of cognitive agents and only focused mental process
of pure natural individuals in an ideal situation. Philosophers as well as
Goldman himself later make other reliable factors like methods, indica-
tor, and relationship the same function as the cognitive process, from
which the broad-sense reliabilism is raised and termed as theory of relia-
bility, and the new version is taken to be a perspective into the pathway

to knowledge. This book could be taken as both a special research to the
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theory of reliabilism and a systematic study on Goldman’s theory of indi-
vidual and social knowledge.

While keeping Plato’s traditional definition of knowledge as the the-
oretical outset, this book emphasizes more on the necessity of “justification” .
The cognitive process in reliabilism would be an important approach to
justify a belief and in some sense guarantees the pathway to knowledge.
The main content of this book includes the following four parts: (1) the
main issues in contemporary epistemology and their relations to relia-
bilism; (2) the theory of reliabilism; (3) importance of reliabilism to
both individual and social knowledge, and veritism; (4) strategy of so-
cialization of reliabilism.

This book inquires knowledge from the perspective of reliabilism
and realizes the purpose through the following points. First, reliabilism
is connected with main topics in the contemporary epistemology and a
complete summarization and elucidation have been made on the theory
of reliabilism the theory of reliabilism. Based on Goldman’s primary def-
inition about reliabilism, I put forward reformed versions of reliabilism
so that the theory itself would have much larger theoretical space and
scope of application. In addition, the unavoidable generality problem of
reliabilism has been approached by means of different resolutions and
the problem per se is re-examined as well. Secondly, the debate between
internalism and externalism in the contemporary epistemology(theory of
knowledge) is tackled through ways of paraphrasing reliabilism and con-
verting the internal and external perspective so as to seek out a route in
the middle of two sides, which would exhibit their compatibility and it is
not a one-or-the-other choice. Thirdly, reliabilism would be a criterion
and tool to evaluate both individual and social practice of knowledge in

Goldman’s sense. Though veritism has always been used to value the
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social epistemic practice, there is the same essential property between
veritism and reliabilism in the truth-linked sense. Fourthly, in order to
fully grasp the significance of sociality to reliabilism and reconstruct the
‘socialization of reliabilism. I put more details to veritism per se and ex-
amine the validity in social epistemic practice and valuate the problems
veritism encounters and its relevant veritistic consequences. Finally, to
rid the merely traditional individual cognitive dimension of reliabilism
would require epistemic agent to necessarily convert their perspective
and integrate ideas from other agents, thus obtain more comprehensive
epistemic positions. Based on the perspective conversion of epistemic
agents, I integrate the foundational concepts of reliabilism with practice
of social knowledge, like testimony and collective epistemic practice,
from which social epistemic reliabilism and socialization of reliabilism
would be constructed. The ultimate target of this book is to prove that
reliabilism is valid in the pursuit of knowledge and it will widen the epi-
stemic horizon of human beings and more intellectual achievements

would be acquired.
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