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Facing History and National Reconciliation

Hu Lingyuan
( Center for Japanese Studies, Fudan University, Professor, Shanghai , 200433 )

Abstract: The “historical recognition” is one of the structural elements in Sino — Japan relations besides the
political, economic, culture elements in terms of international relations, which is determined by the very character-
istics of this bilateral relationship. Even the current heated sovereignty dispute over Diaoyu Islands is also inter-
twined with the special Sino — Japan history and the resulting “historical recognition”. Undoubtly, “facing history”
is a prerequisite for achieving national reconciliation between China and Japan and reaching a peaceful settlement of
the Diaoyu Islands dispute. Ever since the end of the war, the “conservative mainstream” and its remaining power
in Japanese political circles deliberately have been distorting history, impeding the resolution of the above — men-
tioned issues, which is counteracted by some Japanese politicians with the courage to “face history”. In addition to
“facing history” , it is imperative to “move beyond history” to achieve genuine national reconciliation. And in order
to “move beyond history” , we need a broader historical perspective and a focus on “the human side of history”.

KeyWords: facing history; national reconciliation; moving beyond history
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