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PREFACE

To write an essay or any kind of fromal composition
seems to most peop'e, especially to Chinese students and
doubtless is, a difficult task. Why? Because what we write is
intended for permanent expression of our thoughts and
we have no opportunity afterwards to explain or correct
any blunders we may bave made. We must give careful
thought to choice and arrangement, and take great pain in

composing them.

How to instruct students to write correct and perfect
compositions has been the aim of gramimars and rhetorics
which abound in markets, but few of them have siven
sufficient examples or illustrations for the guide of junior
writers. In order to meet the urgent nced of such a book
considerable labour has been cxpended in composing

the present volume.

The present book is arranged in two sections Junior
and Senior. The Junior Section contains about two hundred
comparatively easy and practical compositions; the
Senior Section another two hundred compositions of
similar nature, but of more advance in nature; all of which
have been carefully selected and are intended for use of
the young writers us a guideon English compositions. At
the end of cach essay, difficult words, phrases, and pass-
ages are carefully translated into Chincse, sothatstudents
may avoid unnccessary labour of consulting a dictionary

and much valuable time will be thereby saved.
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The
English Composition Models
BOOK I

The Impertance of Practising the Art of Public Speaking

What is it which is able to arouse one’s emotion, stir one’s
soul, and influence one’s conduct? It is the art of public speak-
ing; that truly comvinces® and persuades® others, What makes
young men useful, especially those wlho take an active part in
public affairsp It is proficicucy* in public spealing. So every-
where, we see that the most uscful manbers of any rmny;:uﬁit‘;x"
s1e chiefly those who are well-t1ained and skilful public speak-
ers,

Since the tide of Western civilization Lias tcuched the shore
of Fastern Asia, we Chinesce students often imitate what is best
in the Western students, The Occidental® schools and colieges,
of late years, have alrcady recognized that training in public
speaking is very important and a great majority of educationists”
have likewise paid special attention to the practising of this art,
I'hus, public speaking is one of the most important acquisitions®
of the Occidental schools and colleges, and it must Le regarded
as essential in the Oriental sclmol‘s and colleges as well,

Turthermore, these two Chinese proverbs *‘Students are the
future masters of the State”” and “Scholars are the heads of the
people,” raise the following questions, Will they be able in fua
ture to administer® and control the state affairs like the head of a
family controls his houschold? Will they be able to lead and
direct the people as the mind directs and controls the actions and
the emotions of the Lody?



In order to carry these sayings mentioned above into
effect, every Chinese student who is now under the train-
ing of the modern system of education should practise
the art of public speaking during his school and college
life.

Wishing to exce’” in this art, a student can succeed
only through coastant practice. So the proverh “Practice
makes perfect” apnlies to this just the same as to every-
thing clee. Having decided to take up this study, he
must pay special attention to the position, emphasis.
gestures," pauses,”™ cnunciation,’ the management of voice
and some other important points, essential in speaking,
and follow the best oralors hoth ancient and modern, in
China and in foreign countries.

In conclusion, a Chinese stud :at can casily become a
great public speaker famous notonly in his own country
but throuchout the world. if ke does his best and practises
(‘ontmuonsly
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The lmportant Qualities of Making a Man

The struggle and changes of the world are incess‘é/ntly
goiug o, In thistime, man lives with difficulty. Since
the English motto' says, “God gives every bird its food,
but He does not throw it into the nest,” so there must be
some means which enable a man to fight his way to
triumphover difficulties and through all sorts of opposi-
tion. [n my opinion there are three important principles
of making a man; they are self-help.industry and per-
severence.

Self-help is the foundation for making a man; it is a
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good habit for any boy before he becomes a man, We
have seen many men become great and successful through
this good habit of self-help.

A man given to dependence is seldom good for any
thing in a crisis® When once a misfortune falls upon him,
he will fail if there is nothiag for bim to lean upon,
Man; successful men get fine results because all outside
supports are given up and they are obliged to depend
upon themselves.  So though a man is poor, poverty may
turn into a blessing, if he develops self-help.

Yet he is still uscless, though he can do every thing
by himself, unlecs he is industrious. A lazy man is no
more valuable thana carrion.” Industry is the duty of every
man. To perform this duty we must do our work diligent-
ly. A successful resultis the reward for industry, then
industry is the mother of success. There is none in the
world who does nothing and yet gains reward. A great
man, in spite of mborn genius® can scarcely distinguish
himself in the absciice of° nnwearyine industry. For a
naturally dull man, industry is ¢ven more necessary, for
it can make him wise. Our Chinese poet Do /00 lizd
very weak faculties but by his peipetual laboi” he raised
himself to be one of the greatest of poets. So I assume
that the habit of industry is a grcat hilp to make a man
useful.

Still it is hard to make a successful man without the
character of perseverance. A young fellow possesses of
little experience. So the failure of his first attempt often
makes his heart cold and sometimes he even avoids the
business world thereafter. My opinionisthat perseverance
is a direct way to success.

Failure is a good lesson in experience, so a young
inexperienced man, if he can do anything again and
again with undanted cowrage® and doubled energy need
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not fear for faslure,® because the oftener he fails, the more
experience he gains What is important is to take advan-
tage of his failures. At the end of the Chou dynasty, a
Chinese statesman Soo Zizn® failed in his plan at his first
visit to the prince of Zien, for his knowledse was not
sufficient and his doguence' could not influence the
prince. To correct this very weak point, he studied hard
and perseveringly. At last he became prime minister'® of
six kingdoms.

A man who possesses these three qualities may surely
expect success but the interest of his mother country
should always be held in mind.
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The Assassination of (iencral Zi Kor Liang

At about 3 p.m. November 10, 1023 General Zi Kor
Liang,” Chicf of 1l'oosuiy and Stanghai Constabulary® Chinese
territory, was murdered. His guardian was wounded.
The following was the story of this purticular accident.

He and his guraidian® were bathing in Wen Zei Yo
Dong. After bathing they came out from the main
entrance of the Wen Ze¢i Yo Dong. The car of Generai
Zi was waiting at the front of the entry., At the time
when General Zi was boarding the car a man without
knowledge of the guardian, fired a short against General
Zi Kor Liang who then laid down on the foot-board and
became unconscious. General Zi was at once taken to
Shantung Road [lospital* for treatment, He died after two
days although he was given every possible attention by
the doctors of the said Hospital and several others.



