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The personal hygiene of the white

whale
SE O N A

ISiF|»» From BBC, July 2012

EmEREB—ARFEHNG TP, F585 R85
HaICERLE, KAmeNAtEFrtxe
efdh, EMARZEREN, TEALARIKNE
BEAEARTARILE M A, ZEFAKGRET
ARMEEG IR, AEBENg ek, €Mk
BB ARBAH T AALE (hygiene ),

The sea ice is now at its minimum extent. In the Canadian Arctic, vast stretches of

coastline are now unlocked and ready to receive visitors.
Belugas, the white whales of the North. They are relying on open water to reach an

ancient rendezvous. It’s a journey they make every year along traditional routes. Baby
belugas ride piggy-back, pulled along by their mother’s slip stream. This one is only a
month old, and won’t turn white for another five years.

Thousands of belugas are being drawn to one special estuary in the Canadian Arctic. It
isn’t food that brings them there. Curiously, it’s personal hygiene.

When the tide is slow they swim into the shallows and flail around with great
enthusiasm. They are after a body scrub. The gravel acts as a loofah and threshing their

bodies across it help to get rid of their old skin. Presumably the treatment keeps them clean
and streamlined, but it also appears to feel good. Bliss! The water in the estuary is warmer
and less salty and that seems to soften the skin making the scrub more effective.




Unit 1

Oran

1. They are relying on open water to reach an ancient rendezvous.

AGHH rendezvous [ 'rondivu: ] —iARBETFZE, BRRAEFRAFAXRBEZTAN.

2. Baby belugas ride piggy-back, pulled along by their mother's slip stream.

piggy-back ®ir “AEHH", AXBRIE, BWHEhE ride, BV AREAHBBAEY
FEB#HE;pull along Fox “JRE 41" ; slip stream Fox “BEIAAKE", BAEQRIBE
%= g1 i s

3. This one is only a month old, and won't turn white for another five years.

AGHH won't.. for.. BB, Y F not..until.., “another+ HF" TR “Bit--", ¥
MEEANBEEN “RRUNARBIEFEFEETEAR",

4. It isn't food that brings them there. Curiously, it's personal hygiene.

XENEFEHRRIAG, Ai—MaFRABBGNEEER, E—1aTATHERER, &
BT that 4341,

5. They are after a body scrub.

AL PHEH be after For “FiR, HR"; Hoh, RBEEEZTAN, FHF(k 182 [s)
ERERE D HAA Y REE [g], PRl scrub FZEYE [sgrab], BREXFMHBRANEE
SRICIEE, (BIRELE [skrab ], XBAMA OFEE,

6. The gravel acts as a loofah and threshing their bodies...their old skin.

AG P their [ des } S/EER old [ suld ] %, their §EF B r REFHAES eir hHIM,
Rleol 9T, ES5EEM old ERMMEMTHE, & [r], FFIAFEERN [ deorould |,

HFE

R KPS, ENEBITREKERD - EM2 4. BFEEMBEREX
FACHMBEA LIRAT . WA BT b, WEE RO S oK e AT 7. X RN (L— A K,
P AR ] A AR AR A

BT R s s s | 2 n S A Ab 8 aX MRFF ISR O & R AR RPILENsIBikn. A
HEME, EMRXENTTADA.

LWKEGLR LR, ERNE R IR K R sl . ENFR—-ROr ORISRk,
AR AR ENS PR D — BRI SRR 2 ke (01357 3 E R A T SHAOR B B AT 5B B
EEFER . KBOXRERERELLE IR FF SRR RS MR A B ik, ERRIE R iR e, ASFIR
7Y AN A KR R EL AR RERRAIR, SRl T RS AR M B K 1] ELLE 55 18 B A 24

0 They are relying on open water to reach an ancient

€ Thousands of belugas are being drawn to one special in the Canadian Arctic.

AIenisa'g snoAzapuar'|
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The polar bear courting for mate
AeARRER AL

15E | » From BBC, July 2012

Je#fE (polar bear) A#F LR K &AM 304, i
A4, LRARFHREIELSLE, RALAH
FZANAAMEEMA AR IRA R, Ritdit
AT F XA KR A, MRS HSSERLM
Baird, PEEF NG LS FH, wRFFREL -
T, LETREHAGLE, LETRAAA®ME,

It’s spring in the high Arctic and the sun illuminates a giant frozen ocean, the first
stop on our journey. The most powerful land predator is on the prowl. A male polar bear is
searching for a mate. Willing females are few and far between and the sea ice on which he
travels will soon melt and vanish. He’s running out of time to find a mate in this vast, frozen
desert.

Ten miles ahead, a single female without cubs, exactly what the male is seeking. He
seems to relish her scent, even though she’s miles away. This is an exciting prospect. She’s
clearly giving off the right signals. He locks onto her tracks, eager not to lose her trail. It’s
easier to tread in the compacted snow of her footprints. This pursuit could last for days.
The female eventually comes into view. The search is finally over.

For the female, only half his weight, this must be a nerve-racking encounter. The male
could kill her if he chooses. But he has other intentions and she is ready and willing. She
leads him to higher ground. It seems that courting polar

bears prefer privacy, often leaving the sea ice and heading

for the hills to avoid the prying eyes of rival males who
might disturb them. Few have witnessed this moment.

For the male, his only tender encounter in an otherwise

solitary life.

aay. ik

nerve-racking

prying adj. #ii




