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Foreword

China’s cultural heritage, crystalized from several-thousand years of civilization,
is significant today for instilling love of country and traditional virtues and developing
soclialist spiritual civilization. President Jiang Zemin has reiterated the need to carry
on Chinese traditional virtues and Vice-Premier Li Lanqing, has also emphasized this
need. UNESCO has included T'rimetrical Classic in Pictures in its list for children’s
moral education, a great boost for China and for mankind in general.

Trimetrical Classic in Pictures summarizes the history of the past several thou-
sand years, and provides a teaching method that has been proved successful. It is a
small encyclopaedia, its contents covering philosophy, literature, history, geography
and astronomy. .. The sentences are short and concise, three characters to each line.
It gives a brief explanation of traditional values and a basic knowledge about the
world. The work is easily understood, and had been regarded for many years as an
excellent general knowledge book for children.

The education of traditional virtues is part of the development of socialist spiri-
tual civilization. The publication of this book is an attempt to combat evil trends,
foster the spirit of uprightness and national pride in primary and middle schools. If
millions of children read, learn and draw on the moral teachings of this work, it will
no doubt enhance social peace and stability.

The authorship of this work is in dispute. Some people give the credit to Wang

Yinglin of the Southern Song Dynasty, or to Ou Shi of the Song, and others to the
3



Ming or Qing people. Whoever it might be, scholars since the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties have added to the work. The modern scholar Zhang Binglin revised it in 1928.
He wrote in the foreword: This book lists facts, introduces classical writings and ar-
ranges its contents into parts for easy understanding and enlightenment. ..

We re-edited this work to suit the needs of contemporary education, restructur-
ing the traditional edition into three chapters, eleven sections and an epilogue that
sums up the significance of the work. The title before each paragraph serves as a
guide and is illustrated. The text in English and Chinese will be helpful for Chinese
children studying English and for foreign children to learn about Chinese culture.

Much effort has been put into this publication, in the hope to gain some insight
into the primary and middle school education. It will be an invaluable guide for chil-
dren, for teachers and parents and an informative lesson on how our ancestors taught
morality to their children as well as a thought-provoking exercise on social obliga-
tions.

Finally, we must point out that some parts of the book contain questionable ide-
ological terms that have to be read within its historical context, and some dross that
has to be rejected. Notes have been made to draw the readers’ attention to those

parts.

Wen Zhenyu, Zhou Zhonghou, Fan Huaiqiu
February 1994
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Section 1. Relationship of Human Nature and Education
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Human Nature and Education

Newborn human beings,

Have a kind nature,

With similar habits and disposition.

Nurturing and influences cause differences.

Without education,

Their nature changes.

Of all education laws,

Persistence is the most valugd.
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If.
Change.
Fundamental laws.

To value.
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How Mencius’ Mother Taught Her Son
Mencius’ mother

Moved the family to find a virtuous neigh-
bor.
When her son refused to study,

She slashed the cloth on the loom.

Notes:
xi: In ancient times.
ji:  Refers to the loom.
zhu: A shuttle.
“moving home”.

This sentence means
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Mr. Dou Educated His Children

Mr. Dou on Mount Yan,

Was an excellent educator.
His five sons,

Achieved greatness as they matured.

Notes :
Dou Yanshan: Originally called Dou Yu-
jun, lived in the Yan Mountain. Because he

had excellet educational methods all his five
children, when grown up, passed the royal ex-
aminations and became high-ranking officials.
The literary quotation wu zi deng ke, describ-
ing the sacess in officialdom a family may
achieve, comes from this story.

vi fang: Excellent methods.

Ju: All of them.






