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SHERLOCK HOLMES AND THE RED-
HEADED LEAGUE

It is the end of the nineteenth century, and Sherlock Holmes,
the world-famous detective, lives at 221B Baker Street in
London. The great capital is a rainy, foggy city, where the
police often have difficulty in catching criminals. Luckily,
Holmes is there to help them, but only if a case is interesting
enough.

Holmes is extremely intelligent, and intelligent people are
often impatient with their friends. ‘Think, Watson!” he says
sharply to the good doctor, who is not as clever or as quick
as he is. But he sometimes needs Dr Watson’s help, and is
grateful for it, especially in a dangerous situation.
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The Red-Headed League

INTRODUCTION

A strange advertisement in a newspaper is the beginning of an even
stranger adventure for Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson.

CHARACTERS IN THE PLAY
Sherlock Holmes, the famous detective
Doctor Watson, his friend and assistant
Jabez Wilson, a red-haired shopkeeper
Vincent Spaulding, Mr Wilson’s assistant
Duncan Ross, a man with red hair
Mr Jones, a detective from Scotland Yard
Mr Merryweather, a bank manager
(Jabez Wilson and Duncan Ross both have red hair)

PERFORMANCE NOTES
Scene 1: Inside Wilson’s shop, a room with a table and two chairs.
Scene 2: An office, with a table and two chairs.
Scene 3: Sherlock Holmes’s room, with two chairs.
Scene 4: Outside the shop in Saxe-Coburg Square.
Scene 5: Sherlock Holmes’s room.
Scene 6: The strong-room at the bank, with boxes in it.
Scene 7: Sherlock Holmes’s room.
You will need a pipe, a newspaper, a walking stick, coats, hats,
pens, paper, a large book, a light to carry, and two guns.
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Sherlock Holmes and the Red-Headed League

ScENE 1

An interesting advertisement

The inside of Wilson’s shop. It’s a little shop, with a lot of

clocks, pictures, watches, etc. Wilson is writing at a table. Vincent

Spaulding is looking at The Morning Chronicle newspaper.

SPAULDING

WILSON

SPAULDING

WILSON

SPAULDING

WILSON

SPAULDING

This is interesting.

What is?

This advertisement. It is interesting for you, Mr
Wilson, because you have red hair.

(Look at Spaulding) Go on.

The Red-Headed League want to find someone
new. Do you know about them? Listen. (Reading
from newspaper) ‘To all red-headed men, twenty-
one years old or more — the Red-Headed League
can now take a new man. We pay four pounds
a week to do easy work. Come to the League
offices at 7, Pope’s Court, Fleet Street, London on
Monday at 11 o’clock.” (To Wilson) You can get
two hundred pounds a year!

Really? Tell me more about it.

A rich American with red hair began the League.
When he died, he gave a lot of his money to the
Red-Headed League, to give easy work to men
with red hair. It’s very good wages for only a little

work. Why don’t you go along to Pope’s Court?
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‘Do you know about them?’

advertisement »n. a notice in a
newspaper to tell you about something
(e.g. ajob) J 4

wages n. the money someone pays
you for doing a job T-¥%, T4k



‘¢$ Sherlock Holmes and the Red-Headed League

WILSON But millions of red-headed men will go, and—

spauLpING ~ Not millions. You need to live in London.

WILSON [ don’t know . . .

seauLping  And you must have very red hair. You have very
red hair, Mr Wilson.

WILSON Monday . . . eleven o’clock . . .?

spauLDING  [t’s Monday today. And it’s nearly eleven o’clock!
Come on!

SCENE 2

Some easy work for Wilson

The office at Pope’s Court — a room with only a table and
two chairs. Duncan Ross, a man with very red hair, is sitting
behind the table. We can hear the noise of a lot of people out
in the street.

ROSS Next!

The door opens and Spaulding and Wilson come in. Ross

looks at Wilson and gets excited.

seaupiNng — This is Mr Jabez Wilson, and he wants to be in the
League. (Ross gets up and walks past the table to
meet them.)

ROSS And he has a good head of hair. I can’t remember
when | saw a better head! (He suddenly puts out a
hand and pulls Wilson’s hair.)

WILSON Aaghh! Stop it!
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Sherlock Holmes and the Red-Headed League

ROSS

I’m sorry, but we must be careful. Of course it is

your hair. I can see that now. Please sit down.

Ross sits in the chair bebind the table again.
Wilson sits in the other chair. Spaulding stands bebind him.

ROSS

WILSON

ROSS

WILSON

ROSS

WILSON

SPAULDING

WILSON

ROSS

WILSON

ROSS

WILSON

ROSS

WILSON

My name is Duncan Ross. Have you got a wife,
Mr Wilson? And children?

No, I have no wife and no family.

Oh dear! Some of the men in our League have lots
of red-headed children. We like that.

I’m sorry, but [—

It’s all right. You have that wonderful head of hair.
When can you begin work here?

It’s not easy. I have a shop, and—

[ can stay in the shop, Mr Wilson.

What hours must I work?

Ten o’clock to two o’clock.

And the wage?

Four pounds a week.

What must I do?

You must work here, in the office, all the time.
That is very important. You cannot go out between

the hours of ten o’clock and two o’clock.
And the work?
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Ross suddenly pulls
Wilson’s hair.



‘@E Sherlock Holmes and the Red-Headed League

ROSS You must copy from this large book, and you

must bring paper and a pen. Can you begin

tomorrow?
WILSON Yes, I can.
ROSS (Smiling) Then goodbye, Mr Jabez Wilson.

Wilson and Spaulding leave the office.

SCENE 3

Wilson tells his story

Sherlock Holmes’s room. Holmes and Wilson are sitting in
chairs. Holmes is smoking his pipe. Wilson has The Morning
Chronicle in his hands.

HOLMES Most interesting, Mr Wilson. Most interesting,.

The door opens and Watson comes in.

watsoN  Holmes, 'm sorry! I didn’t know—

notmes  Come in, my dear Watson! This is Mr Jabez
Wilson. He is telling me a very strange story.
(To Wilson) This is Doctor Watson. He’s a good
friend. Give him the advertisement to read.

Wilson gives the newspaper to Watson.

HOLMES He does a lot of writing, Watson. Do you see?

WILSON Oh! How did you know that, Mr Holmes? *

nHowmes  The right arm of your coat is different from the

10
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copy v. write or draw something to
look like another thing #55
strange adj. surprising or not usual 77
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