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New Preface to the Chinese Edition

We are very pleased about the publication of a Chinese language version of /llus-
trated History of Landscape Design. This edition affords us an opportunity to
share our knowledge of landscape history with a wide audience, in a culture that
has always valued the building of gardens. The tradition of great garden making contin-

ues in China today with the astounding amount of contemporary landscape design that is
transforming the urban environment.

llustrated History of Landscape Design joins other titles on environmental design available
through Tianjin University Press, attesting to the world's growing concern with understand-
ing the issues that affect our common home. Our book is intended to provide a frame-
work for understanding human history through the lens of landscape architecture — how
throughout time people have artfully shaped nature to suit their needs.

Our approach in presenting a survey of historically significant built landscapes is to posi-
tion landscape desigh as an artistic product of a culture at a given point in time. There ex-
isted in China a close connection between painting, poetry, and gardening that the authors
admired and took inspiration from when conceptualizing this book. We view /llustrated His-
tory of Landscape Design as a work of art, a poetic organization of research into the many
factors that influence the design of the built environment. Our goal is to inspire others to
be aware of the great landscapes of the past as they go on to create beautiful gardens,
parks, and green spaces in the future.

Elizabeth Boults
Chip Sullivan
Berkeley, CA
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