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A MAN, A BOOK, AND A PERIOD

Tianjin Photographer Duan Tiejun will issue a photo booklet named “MY 1970S". | realized that it is a special book after | heard about the name, since
publications at present describe much more things before 1976 than things after 1976; Moreover, the 1970s was separated into two parts in the formal
allegations of the P.R.C. development: time before “reform and opening-up” and time after, with the landmark of the “Third Session of the Eleventh Central
Committee of the Party” in December, 1978. People of the 1980s or even of the 1970s have little knowledge and feeling about events during the 10 years.
However, it was a period that a generation also passed by, who are nearly 60 years old, even they are younger than me.

| was further surprised after reading his book, which is mixed with photography, painting and writing. Duan Tiejun portrayed the period from 1970 to 1980
year by year, with the three languages. From the writing aspect, he reviews each event of the period sincerely and carefully, and describes individual, family
together with the country and society; From the photography aspect, there are news photos, documentary photos, and some photos which were shot
according to political requirement at the time, which reflexes the contemporary aesthetic ideology; The aesthetic ideology also shows in the paintings,
sketches. Duan Tiejun devotes all his emotion to the period. Besides political ideology, he had full feeling about the period. He recreated the whole 1970s in
three ways: words, photos, and paintings. Therefore, it is a cultural book, a historical book, and also an autobiography. People like us who have passed from
the period could find our reflections from this book.

It is possibly in the early 1970s that Duan Tiejun took these photos. In 1971, he shot the picture that army artist perform “Shanjiabang” with associators of
Dengjiawu Village. Then his photo themes expanded, including marching army, political study, documents of the “Tenth Assembly”, daily life, farms, shooting
range. His photos began from 1971 and have never been interrupted. These photos recorded people’'s mental outlook, and also their attitude and mood.
Especially, the photos of Heping District after the earthquake, The photos of Huaguofeng's visiting and meeting scene, and the photos of Tianjin Celebration
Ceremony for the smash of “The Gang of Four”, were significant and invaluable documents. Even more, Duan Tiejun recovered people’s speeches and
slogans with his perfect memory and photo voice-over, which opened the voice track of the history.

After 1978, Duan Tiejun made more achievements on the way of art. He paid particular attention to composition, optics, character delineation and other
aspects, some of his works were selected into national photos exhibitions. Twenty years has passed away; he climbed mountains, walked in deserts, and
kept on polished his photography art into a higher level. He held personal photo exhibition, published photo booklet, and also organized people as a team
leader, to establish a photo club, an art center. These achievements gives him great respect.

Wish a further success to Tiejun’s creation! And meanwhile, wish his art center became more and more prosperous!

Vice-president of China Photographer Association
Zhu Xianmin
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Print Of the 1970s

In the early 1970s, | just entered the community which was like the red marine... During those emotional days, | had the privilege of entering the
army and entering the Tianjin Academy of Fine Arts University, where | studied art and photography. | used the brush and camera to copy the magic
reality. These historical witnesses not only enrich the integrated of the incomplete history, but also remind us to look back, and make us fall into the
helpless era.

The green and astringent days of our youth were inadequate, and our children's songs were only intensive melodies like “stick the battle drum, in the cold
eastwind”. Like many devout disciples, we worshiped people who take shoulder packs and serve others...

| was raised in such a difficult time, with a strong and indomitable fighting spirit and tenacity. Photography is born form heart and changes with it.
Photography then became part of my life. Photo states more meanings than millions words. This book collects more than 200 pieces of art works and
photos which were created in the 1970s, which framed the history, condensed the stories of the era, and became a true record of that era. Our senior

. citizens, our peers will not forget those days, but we need more young people to understand the period, to understand the history.

These old photos, are not only the historical witnesses, but also record the memorable history, these decisive moments and deep traces prevent the
dissipation of human memory, and let the world to understand the inner meaning more clearly and the meanings beyond the photos more deeply.

Seeing these photos, it seems that 30 years has just passed away. | recalled, and tasted the past. The passion, which was dust-laden for so long,
waked up by the framed historical photos. When we are reopened my memories and entered the period with friends... These old photos are the feeling
of the real living state, which will cause emotions by the rise and fall of time and people’s life.

Pictures collected in the book, mainly are shot and reported from the perspective of photography, which focus more on the impact and significance
of the events. The highest realm of photography is like mountain climbing. Itis not about the altitude but the moving emotions which are brought by the
climbing. You will never regret if you once experience and own such emotions. This book is for friends who are dedicated to photography, who love life!

Duan Tiejun
December, 2008
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The early 1970s was the medium-term of the “Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution”.

| joined the army in December, 1970 at Sanhe County, Hebei Province. When | was 16, | became a soldier of the Antiaircraft Gun Regiment of the 66th
Army, Beijing Military Region. | liked to be a soldier and the reason was simple: my father was once a soldier. He joined the army in 1946 and took part in the
famous “Pingjin War”. After the liberation of Tianjin, he joined China Volunteers Army and attended the Korean War. Then he was wounded and transferred
to civil work. My father was a manager of the County's Commercial Administration before the Cultural Revolution. However, he suffered the criticism at that
time. It was a time of proletarian dictatorship, a time of class struggle, and a time of “knocking down all the capitalist-roaders”.

At that time, nothing was left in my home, no exception of the laugh. My father was sent to the countryside in order to reform through labor. The radio,
sartorius and bike were drawn away by the resellers. But mother was very adamancy. She moved the tears, went to work, and took care of us. At that time, |
was in a junior school. In 1969, three students of the school were approved to join in the communist of youth league and | was among the three. | wanted to
be excellent in every aspect and to win everyone'srespect.

The social turbulence, family situation, father's silence, mother's tears, caused my thought of leaving the hometown and to be a soldier into the
revolutionary hotpot. My parents made great efforts to fulfill my dream and they managed to do it at last. The smile which had been disappeared on my
parents' faces turned around. My father took with my little sister and we took a photo together in the photo shop.

| wore the new army uniform, carried a green bag, with a porcelain badge of President Mao, while my sister held the President Mao's Ana. At that time,
people's life could not be parted from politics or Mao's Ana or his updated direction.

At the end of 1970, President Mao addressed the new direction: camping march is the best!

In order to carry out Mao's direction, the army decided to have a long distance (above 200 KM) march on foot, from Sanhe County, Heibei Province to
Tianjin. Hundreds of new soldiers walked along the Jingjin Road, with the trucks driving behind as the logistic guarantee. In the evening, we lived in the
farmer's houses and made food by our selves.

The new soldier company first had to experience one-month training then they could be allotted into grass root unit. During the days in the new soldier's
company, except doing military exercises, queue training, the most important thing was politic study. Several pieces President Mao's Ana impressed me, like
“without a people's army, there would be nothing for people.” The reason that why the army is full of power is that everybody who joined into the army has
the self-conscious of discipline. They fought not for few people’s interest or limited group's but for the massive people's inertest, for the interest of the whole
nation. They stand by Chinese people and serve for them heart and soul. This was the only principle of the army.” This was mentioned by President Mao's
“On Coalition Government” in 1945, which was addressed as the highest direction for the army. Therefore, as new soldiers, we must study it seriously and
understand it deeply.

After the new soldier's company, | was allotted into the Radar Station to be a Radar Operator. | was so excited at the moment. Radar operator was the
artificer.in the artillerists. At that time, we are only two who were allotted in to the station. We began to learn the operating technique from the station master
and the technicians. The radar facility was a kind of soviet truck-carried radar, which requires strictly to the operators. After hard working of half a year, |
became a skilled radar No. 1 operator. However, after a few days, the company commander and director talked with me and decided to assign me to be the
secretary of the company department. The work of a sectary was mainly to copy and write some articles on politics, training and President Mao's Ana.
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It was very cold in the early 1971. According to President Mao's direction “Camping
March is the best”, the army came to Dengjiawu Village, Yongqing County, Hebei Province.
Excellence artist of the army made a joint performance “Sha Jia Bang” with local
associaters. Gradanpa Sha was acted by the associater Zhan Xia and soldier Zhang
Shuanggui acted as Guo Jianguang and the man who played Ching Hu was soldier Gao
Zaibo. It was very bustling since all the farmers of villages nearby came to watch the
performance.

In the late September of 1971, the army accidentally got the superior order to march out
of Tianjin.We came to a place in Hebei Province. It was so nervous that a war would be
started. At that time, the strain of the interaction was mainly caused by Soviet Union, which
was proved by the Zhenbao Island Battle. In that case, it was thought that we could fight with
Soviet Union.

“Watch out and safeguard the country” was the highest direction of the army at the
moment. Meanwhile, following the President Mao's order “preparing for war and famine for
people”, “be more patient and preserve the power without hegemony”, we prepared for the
invasion of imperialism, especially the swoop from Soviet Union. We had to keep a strained
vigilance and arrange for everything, and be ready for cut up all the invaded enemies.

In the end of the year, the army started to transmit the national documents. Therefore,
we knew that the strain was caused by the Lin Biao, Ye Qun and Lin Liguo who escaped to
Soviet Union by air after the failure of the mutiny and their plane crashed in Mongolia. From
then on, the army were much more strain and enforced a anti-Lin movement among whole
party and whole army, by the full control of central government.
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A piece of modern revolutionary Beijing Opera “Shajiabang”, which was acted by soldier Zhang Shuanggui and villager Zhao Xia,in 1971.
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The artillery company hurried to Hebei for military exercises by train in Tianjin Yangliuging Station, in 1971.
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The Party Committee of Artillery Company studied the document of 10th NPCand President Mao's new order, in 1973.







